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Abstract. Currently, scientists have to cope with the tasks of integration into the global scientific community.
These tasks require not only specific measures aimed at improving the quality and efficiency of scientific
research, but also significant efforts to create a system of Russian scientific journals of international level.
The article summarizes the experience of development of the scientific journal “Economic and Social
Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” issued by the Institute of Socio-Economic Development of Territories
of Russian Academy of Science. The author identifies significant competitive advantages of the title, which
include the English version of the Journal and open access to the Journal’s full-text materials, which allows
it to widen its readership, to provide a publishing opportunity for writers of the world level, and to raise the
level of citation. The article highlights important tasks in the development of the Journal, which have been
solved by bringing the Journal in accordance with the requirements of global citation indices. The author
presents the results of the analysis of the Journal’s bibliometric indicators in the Russian Science Citation
Index, which indicate that the title has good prospects for integration and advancement in the international
information space. The results of assessing the level and quality of publications show that experts give
positive assessments concerning the changes that the Journal has undergone; and its development strategy
meets expectations of the readership. The results achieved in the field of promotion of the Journal at the
international level are described in relation to the criteria used to assess the level of all scientific periodicals
by global citation indices and world’s leading publishers. In conclusion the author sets out priorities in the
field of promotion of the economic journal on the international level, primarily those that help ensure a high
quality of published materials, increase publication indicators and international visibility of the Journal.

Key words: economic journal, promotion of a scientific journal, international information space, publication
activity, bibliometric indicator, global citation indices.
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The increasing role of scientific journals
both in the development of academic
science, in general, and in the identification
of key research priorities determines
the emergence of issues related to the
promotion of academic publications in the
international information space.

The need for more objective information
about publications of Russian scientists and
improved transparency of Russian science
and technology in the world, primarily
by global citation indices Web of Science
(WoS) and Scopus, has aroused interest in
the task of expanding presence of Russian
journals in these indices [2, 3, 6—8, 10—13,
17, 20, 23, 26—30].

The targets on the share of publications
in international databases are set out in
government documents. In order to improve
the state policy in the field of education
and science and the training of qualified
specialists with regard to the requirements of
innovative economy, the President urged the
Government “to ensure the increase in the
share of Russian researchers’ publications
in the total number of publications in
international scientific journals, indexed
in the database “Web of Science” to 2.44
percent by 2015”!. In 2014 the share of
Russian researchers’ articles in scientific
journals, indexed in the Web of Science
database, was recorded at 2.11%, or

' O merakh po realizatsii gosudarstvennoi politiki v
oblasti obrazovaniya i nauki: Ukaz Prezidenta Rossiiskoi
Federatsii ot 7 maya 2012 g. Ne 599 [About the Measures on
the Implementation of State Policy in the Field of Educa-
tion and Science: the Decree of the President of the Russian
Federation of May 7, 2012 No. 599/. Rossiiskaya gazeta
[Russian Newspaper]|, 2012, May 7. Available at: http://www.
rg.ru/2012/05/09/nauka-dok.html
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29,793 units (as of the beginning of April,
2015) [15, p. 112]. However, by share of
publications in the WoS database, Russia
is still noticeably inferior to the countries-
leaders, as well as to the considerable
number of countries, following the path of
catching-up development (fig. 7).

It should be emphasized that the citation
of Russian authors remains too low. So,
only in recent years the indicator of citation
impact, calculated as average citation in
InCites, expressed as percentage of the
average for the world (equal to 1), has been
approaching the value of 0.5, i.e. 2-fold
lower than the average world indicator.
Foreign experts note that the citation
impact of Russian publications is one of the
lowest among the indicators of the Eastern
Europe countries [27, p. 1113].

According to experts, the achievement
of “readability” and “citation” of Russian
publications is possible, if the quality of
publications and journals, in general, is in
compliance with international standards.
The producers and experts of international
databases rely on them when selecting
journals for indexing in these resources
[Kirillova, 2014].

The number of Russian scientific
journalsindexed in Web of Science increased
in 2006—2012, although since 2012 this
trend has begun to decline (fig. 2). As of
May 2015, 159 Russian journals are indexed
in WoS [24]. Besides, more than half of the
scientific articles are published in Russian
journals (fig. 3).

As the significant percentage of articles
is published in Russian journals, scientists
are to increase the number of publications
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Figure 1. Share of publications in the international system
Web of Science, % (WoS data, May 2015)
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Figure 2. Number of Russian scientific journals indexed in the international system
Web of Science, units (data as of May 2015)
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Figure 3. Dynamics of the share of Russian authors’ articles published
in Russian journals indexed in the international system Web of Science, %
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in the global citation indices, it is very
important to raise the number of such
journals. However, the analysis of modern
requirements for the number of researchers’
publications and its correlation with the
number of journals indexed in WoS and
Scopus reveals the excess of the demand in
publications over the possibilities of journals
to satisfy them. To solve the problem,
scientists propose to publish Russian
scientific journals in two languages, with
international editorial boards [1, p. 79].
In our opinion, the editorial boards of
journals should first and foremost focus on
bringing scientific journals in accordance
with international publishing standards
and demands of international citation
indices. This path is chosen by the journal
“Economic and Social Changes: Facts,
Trends, Forecast”, founded and published
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

by the Institute of Socio-Economic
Development of Territories of the RAS.
The significant competitive advantage
of the Journal is the presence of its full-text
English version, published since 2009.
Thus, we can speak about a 6-year history
of the English-language version. The
translation is done by in-house translators.
The level and quality of translation has
been repeatedly highly assessed by foreign
members of the Journal’s Editorial Board.
The task for the Journal to join the
international citation databases Scopus and
Web of Science should become an important
step in its promotion. The Editorial Staff
consistently pursues appropriate policies.
In 2013—2014 the staff conducted a number
of activities aimed at bringing the Journal
to a new level that complies with the
requirements of international standards.
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The work to develop and promote the
Journal is carried out in the following
directions:

1. Ensuring the quality of the Journal,
including its international visibility.

2. Formation of stable distribution
channels.

3. Increasing visual appeal and
visualization of the Journal for authors
and readers.

4. Bringing the Journal in full
compliance with the requirements of global
citation indices.

The Journal is focused on:

1. Creating a highly experienced group
of specialists to select articles:

— strengthening the Editorial Board by
attracting foreign scientists with high
citation metrics in foreign databases;

— extending the number of reviewers by
attracting respected Russian and foreign
experts for the evaluation of scientific papers.

2. Attracting domestic and foreign
authors who are recognized experts in the
problems of modernization, regional and
sectoral economic, social and innovative
development and general theoretical and
methodological issues.

3. Restructuring the Journal in accor-
dance with the requirements of foreign
databases.

4. Increasing the availability and trans-
parency of the Journal in Russia and
abroad:

— provision of free access to the Jour-
nal’s full-text version on the website;

— submission of the Journal to the
largest libraries;

— inclusion of the Journal in Russian
and foreign databases.
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The first measures involved the enhan-
cement of quality of the articles according
to the requirements of foreign databases. So,
the requirements for manuscripts submitted
to the Editorial Board of the Journal were
updated. The requirements for abstractsin the
article were changed: the volume of abstracts
was raised up to 1800 characters (200—250
words). Their structure was enhanced: the
blocks, such as introduction, objectives and
tasks, methodology, results, conclusion, are
to be included now. The Journal was brought
in accordance with the requirements of
foreign databases: in the Russian version of
the Journal abstracts are in English; data
on author affiliation are transferred into
the body of an article; references are in the
Roman alphabet; data on affiliation of the
Editorial Board members are supplemented;
the International Standard Serial Number
(ISSN) for the online version of the Journal
is acquired. Table I presents the results
of estimated compliance of the Journal
with the requirements of global citation
indices.

During the year we managed to achieve
positive results in terms of improving the
accessibility and openness of the Journal
abroad. ISEDT RAS became a member of
PILA (Publishers International Linking
Association). It made an agreement with
CrossRef'to receive digital object identifiers
(DOIs) for articles, which is the basis for
correct identification of links and cita-
tions, sustainable access to scientific data,
validation and use of research results. DOI
is placed on the description page of each
journal article in the online version (starting
with no. 1 (31), 2014) and the full texts of
articles (starting with no. 5 (35), 2014).

3(39)2015 Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast
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Table 1. Assessed conformity of the Journal “Economic and Social Changes: Facts,
Trends, Forecast” to the requirements of international systems of citation

Indicators

Conformity assessment

Presence of ISSN

The journal is registered in the ISSN International Center; there are separate ISSNs for Russian
and English versions, as well as for print and online versions.

Compliance of periodicity of the
publication and the stated volume

The journal is published 6 times a year strictly according to the schedule; the declared issue
volume is 230-250 pages.

Stable review system

All research articles are subject to peer-review and expert selection; the double-blind peer-
review is used; the information on requirements for peer-review is posted on the journal’s
website; the database of external experts is maintained.

Sound editorial policy

The editorial policy formulated and presented in the Journal and on its website is determined
by the orientation on a specific audience and a subject area and the pursuit of novelty,
relevance and uniqueness of the publication.

Presence of the declaration of conformity
to publication ethics

The regulations on publication ethics are posted on the journal’s website.

High scientific level of the editorial board,
sufficient international composition

The Editorial Board currently includes 23 leading Russian and foreign scientists: academicians
and RAS corresponding members, Doctors of Sciences, heads of a number of RAS institutes,
academicians of the NAS of Belarus and scientists from France, Finland, Poland and China.

Rather broad geography of authors

The share of foreign authors, on average, amounts to 70%; there are publications of authors
from 8 federal districts, 2 cities of federal importance and more than 20 regions of the Russian
Federation. The international team of authors is expanded every year.

Presence of a website of the scientific
journal

The Journal’s website is in Russian and in English, presenting full information about the
edition and full-text archives of all editions.

Quality of printing

High printing and digital quality of the publication is provided by the presence of a developed
material and technological base for the implementation of prepress and replication of the
Journal (private printing-house, developed information technologies).

In May 2014, at the suggestion of the
Editorial Board member J. Sapir, the
English-language version of the Journal was
sent to a number of foreign national libraries
with a request to evaluate content, subject
matter and level of articles and consider the
possibility for inclusion in library collections.
As aresult, the German National Library of
Economics and the Library of Congress
receive the Journal on a regular basis now.

The great work was carried out to join
Russian and foreign databases. The journal
isindexed in Russian Science Citation Index
(RSCI), present at the international
information systems, such as Ulrich’s
Periodicals Directory, Index Copernicus,
Google Scholar, and the international
databases, such as EBSCOhost, ProQuest and

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast
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RePEC. May 2, 2015 the Journal “Economic
and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast”
was included into the largest international
base of open access journals DOAJ (Directory
of Open Access Journals). The inclusion
in this database indicates the quality of the
Journal.

In the analyzed journal articles are
published by Russian scientists in the field
of Economics and Sociology, among them
there are academicians and RAS Corres-
ponding Members, Doctors of Sciences,
and associates with a Ph.D., research
associates without a degree and post-
graduate students. In 2008—-2014 4.3%
of the Journal publications belongs to
academicians and RAS corresponding
members, 27.1% — Doctors of Sciences,
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Figure 4. Authors published in the Journal “Economic and Social
Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” in 2008-2014
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45% — associateswitha Ph.D., 17.1% — rese-
arch staff without a degree and 6.5% —
post-graduate students (fig. 4).

In 2014 the Journal published 115
research articles (tab. 2). The subject matter
of publications is relevant to the priority
areas of fundamental and applied research in
the field of economic knowledge. The grown
number of published articles indirectly
reveals a systematic increase in the number
of studies and the research activity.

The Journal is characterized by a large
group of authors. Its international member-
ship is increasing yearly. The period under
analysis observed the works of scientists from

China, Poland, France, Finland, Czech
Republic, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Latvia,
Lithuania, Kazakhstan and Ukraine. The
share of foreign articles in the last three
years amounted to more than 10% of
the total number of publications of the
Journal. The geography of Russian authors
is steadily expanding (tab. 3).

Judging by the figures for 2008 and
2014, i.e. the first and last periods of the
Journal publication, there was a 3-fold
increase in the representation of federal
districts (from 3 to 10, respectively) and
a 2-fold rise in the representation of RF
subjects (from 7 to 19) (fig. 5).

Table 2. Dynamics of the number of scientific articles published in the Journal
“Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” in 2008-2014

Indicator 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Total number of articles — per year 41 48 56 95 106 99 115
Number of articles per issue 10.25 12.0 14.0 15.8 17.7 16.5 19.2
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Table 3. Dynamics of the number of RF subjects and federal districts*, the authors of which published
articles in the Journal “Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” in 2008-2014

Indicator 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of RF subjects 7 8 8 10 15 15 19
Number of federal districts 3 3 5 6 7 6 10

* Including the cities of federal significance.

Expanding geography of the authors
suggests that the Journal “Economic and
Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast”
is gradually gaining recognition in the
Russian scientific community. At the
same time, it has acquired its readership.
The demand for the Journal is indirectly
confirmed by the analysis of scientometric
indicators of the Journal in the Russian
Scientific Citation Index.

There are basic scientometric indicators
for evaluating a scientific journal, such as
an impact factor proposed by the American
scholar Eugene Garfield as a tool to
measure the value of journals by calculating
the average number of citations to an
article for a certain period of time [25,
1955].

We previously expressed our view on the
application of an impact factor as a tool for
ranking scientific journals and presented an
overview of existing methods for this index
formation [19, 2014]. To make the situation
more vivid, let us note that the traditional
method is to calculate a two-year impact
factor of a journal. The two-year impact
factor is a classic indicator, calculated by
the most authoritative database Web of
Science and recognized throughout the
world as the basis for ranking journals in
relation to each other. “The classic impact
factor, i.e. what we natively understand

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast
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under this term, — says Vladimir Polyakov,
is in the strict sense a simultaneous two-
year impact factor; the current year is not
taken into account... it is an impact-factor
that in our time is most often mentioned
when comparing the level of the journals”
[16, p. 131].

In the Russian Science Citation Index
the impact factor is calculated according to
the citation of a journal in the Russian
Science Citation Index for the previous
2 years — IF, (or 5 years — IF,). The data
on citations are taken from publications
of the year for which the impact factor is
calculated. To calculate the impact factor,
of all journals processed in the Russian
Science Citation Index the number of
references made in the estimated year to
articles published in this journal during the
previous 2 years (or 5 years), divided by the
total number of these articles. In fact, this
indicator reflects the average number of
citations to articles in a journal. There is a
necessary condition for the calculation of a
two-year impact factor, such as the presence
of all editions of Journal for 3 years (a
year of the impact factor calculation plus
2 previous years)?.

The data, reflecting the dynamics
of impact factor values of the Journal

2 Method to calculate the impact factor in the RISC.
Available at: http:/elibrary.ru/title_profile.asp?id=26858.
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“Economic and Social Changes: Facts, The indicators shown in Figure 7 reveal
Trends, Forecast” in the RSCI for the a systematic increase in all values of the
2009—-2014 period, is presented in Figure 6. impact factor of the Journal. So, in 2014

Figure 6. Impact factor of the Journal “Economic and Social Changes: Facts,
Trends, Forecast” in the RSCI (eLIBRARY data as of April 27, 2015)
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Figure 7. Dynamics of the impact factor values of the Journal “Economic and Social
Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” in the RSCI (eLIBRARY data as of April 27, 2015)
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the growth rates are in the range of 29 to
57%. Compared with the 2009 level, IF,
increased 13-fold and IF, — 3-fold.

It seems important that in 2012—2014
the coefficients of self-citation of the
Journal decreased and the Herfindahl index
values remain low (less than 1500). This
suggests that the increase in the impact
factor of the Journal is provided due to
the citation in external sources, but not at
the expense of self-citation or citation in a
limited range of publications.

Two-year and five-year self-citation
coefficients of the Journal in 2014 were less
than 20% each (fig. 8). This is a low level of
citation. For comparison, 80% of the
journals from the Web of Science database
have a self-citation coefficient within 20%
[22, p. 4].

To make the Journal assessment more
objective, we present the dynamics of the
Herfindahl index values (fig. 9), which
allows us to take into account the number
of citing organizations and the number
of institutions, the authors of which are
published in the Journal.

The Herfindahl index is calculated as a
sum of squares of the percentages of the
number of articles published by various
organizations in relation to the total
number of articles in the journal in the
current year in which the organization is
identified. The index takes into account
a number of citing journals and identifies
groups of self-citation journals, the so-
called self-citation clusters. The greater the
number of organizations, the more even the
distribution of publications among them,

Figure 8. Self-citation coefficient of the Journal “Economic and Social Changes:
Facts, Trends, Forecast” in the RSCI (eLIBRARY data as of April 27, 2015)
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Figure 9. Herfindahl index of the Journal “Economic and Social Changes: Facts,
Trends, Forecast” in the RSCI (eLIBRARY data as of April 27, 2015)
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the smaller this indicator value. Its high
value (more than 1500) suggests that the
significant share of links belongs to a very
limited number of other journals.

The Journal “Economic and Social
Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” as of
March 14, 2015 ranks 17th out of 300
economic journals and 3rd out of 58
sociological ones in the Russian Science
Citation Index by a two-year impact factor
for 2014. In the SCIENCE INDEX rating
in the category “Economy. Economic

science” in 2014 the Journal ranks 43rd out
of 287 journals (tab. 4).

The integral index of a journal in the
Science Index system is used to rate Russian
scientific journals and is calculated by the
following method. The index calculations
are based on a five-year impact factor of
a journal in the Russian Science Citation
Index; the translated version of a journal
(if any) and self-citation are taken into
account. The calculated values of the 5-year
impact factor of a journal are normalized

Table 4. Dynamics of the indicator and position of the Journal “Economic and
Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” in the SCIENCE INDEX rating in the category
“Economy. Economic science” in 2010-2014 (eLIBRARY data as of April 27, 2015)

Indicator 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Index value 0.150 0.145 0.192 0.328 0.556
Position in the ranking 49 69 65 64 43
Total number of journals in the ranking 194 221 241 273 287
Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast 3 (39) 2015 215
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in regard to the average number of links in
the list of references, as well as the share
of links per a five-year period used in the
calculation of the impact factor. The average
indicators of journals in thematic areas,
calculated at the previous stage, are used
as normalizing factors. The obtained value
of the impact factor of a journal is divided
by the Herfindahl index for citing journals,
normalized to its possible minimum value
in this direction. Normalization, with the
Herfindahl index being taken into account,
increases indicators of the journals that are
widely known in the scientific community,
and, vice versa, reduces rating of the
journals with high self-citation or the
journals using mutual citation to artificially
improve their performance.

According to Table 4, at the end of 2014
the Journal “Economic and Social Changes:
Facts, Trends, Forecast” was in the top
quartile of the SCIENCE INDEX rating
in the category “Economy. Economic
science”. Thus, it is possible to note that
by scientometric indicators the Journal has
high positions relative to other publications
of the same theme. In general, the analysis
of cientometric indicators of the Journal
in the Russian Science Citation Index

reveals that it has good starting conditions
for integration and advancement in the
international information space.

Annually the Institute of Socio-
Economic Development of Territories of
the Russian Academy of Sciences carries
out expert estimation of the Journal
“Economic and Social Changes:
Facts, Trends, Forecast”. In 2014 the
questionnaire was completed by the ISEDT
RAS personnel, the Editorial Board and
the Editorial Staff members, as well as the
readers who receive it. The survey involved
114 respondents: 13 members of the
Editorial Board and the Editorial Staff of
the Journal, 13 readers and 88 employees of
ISEDT RAS. The data on the dynamics of
the number of respondents participating in
the expert assessment are given in 7able 5.

The survey helps identify the assessment
of the level and the quality of publications
in the Journal and elaborate a number of
proposals for improving its quality.

About 75% of the respondents assess
changes in the Journal as positive, at about
the same level as the previous year (zab. 6).
However, the proportion of respondents
who have not noticed any major changes in
the Journal has decreased slightly.

Table 5. Dynamics of the number of respondents participating in the expert assessment
of the Journal “Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” in 2010-2014, persons

Growth rate in 2014
Group of respondents 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 compared to 2013, %
Members of the Editorial Board and 118
the Editorial Staff 13 17 " 13
Employees of ISEDT RAS 81 86 82 88 107
Readers 13 -
Total 94 106 103 93 114 123
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Table 6. Dynamics of the share of respondents answering the question:
“How would you assess the changes that have occurred in the Journal?”, in 2010-2014, %

Answer variant 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Azbosf"‘“tts 3§¥§“LZ”
Positively 83.0 84.0 785 777 746 3.1
Negatively 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
No significant changes 4.2 7.5 7.5 16.5 14.9 -1.6
Difficult to answer 1.7 8.5 14.0 5.9 105 +4.6

Table 7. Dynamics of the share of respondents answering the question:
“How would you assess the level of materials published in the Journal?”, in 2010-2014, %

Answe r variant 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Azb;f"l”ttg gg;’?t[,‘/i”
High 25.5 236 226 25.9 26.3 +0.4
Rather high 63.9 66.0 69.9 62.4 64.9 +2.5
Average 10.6 9.4 6.5 9.4 8.8 -0.6
Below average 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Low 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.0 1.2

Table 8. Answer to the survey question:
“What sections, in your opinion, are of the greatest interest™?
_ 2010 | 201 [ o012 2013 2014
Section
Mean score
Social Development 8.7 8.5 8.5 8.6 8.8
From the Chief Editor 8.7 8.4 8.4 8.5 8.7
Development Strategy 6.7 8.6 8.2 8.5 8.7
Regional Economy 5.6 8.7 8.7 8.4 8.5
Innovation Development 5.0 8.6 8.3 8.2 8.5
Young Researchers 7.7 8.2 8.2 8.3 8.3
Social Finances 2.6 8.1 8.1 8.0 8.3

The majority of the respondents
(91.2%) assess the level of materials
published in the Journal as high and rather
high (tab. 7).

Judging by the survey results, the readers
and experts are most interested in the
sections, such as “Social Development”,
“Development Strategy”, “From the Chief
Editor”, etc. (tab. §8).
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Today the Journal “Economic and
Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast”
has 4 versions. Russian print and online
versions remain most popular (zab. 9).

Answering the questions about satis-
faction of the work carried out by the
Editorial Staff of the Journal in 2014, the
respondents estimate it as high — 8.8 points
(by the 10-point scale).
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Table 9. Answer to the survey question:
“How popular, in your opinion, are different versions of the Journal?

A 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Azbgfi”ttg 38;";12”
% of the total number of respondents
Russian print version
Very popular 37.2 46.2 34.4 48.2 43.0 -5.2
Popular 56.4 443 55.9 38.8 477 +8.9
A bit popular 2.2 57 54 10.6 9.3 -1.3
Unpopular 1.1 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
Russian online version
Very popular 58.5 62.3 46.2 57.6 50.9 -6.7
Popular 31.9 3141 441 35.3 46.2 +10.9
A bit popular 5.3 1.9 43 35 1.9 -1.6
Unpopular 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.9 +0.9
English print version
Very popular 3.2 3.8 54 4.7 10.1 +5.4
Popular 26.6 34 25.8 40.0 25.3 -14.7
A bit popular 50.0 425 441 30.6 47.5 +16.9
Unpopular 18.1 13.2 18.3 16.5 17.2 +0.7
English online version
Very popular 9.6 12.3 10.8 9.4 19.6 +10.2
Popular 31.9 47.2 43.0 424 40.2 -2.2
A bit popular 36.2 28.3 28.0 30.6 29.9 -0.7
Unpopular 11.7 6.6 10.8 10.6 10.3 -0.3

However, they make a number of pro-
posals to improve the quality of reviewed
publications, in particular: expand the
range of marketing measures to promote
the Journal in new regions and attract new
audience of readers; more actively involve
the Editorial Board members in the “real”
work on the Journal (preparation and
review of articles); continue the work on
bringing the Journal in compliance with
international standards; send the Journal
to the governments of the Northwestern
Federal District regions; encourage scien-
tific discussions in the Journal, invite
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specialists from different institutions to
discuss topics raised in the Journal; form
topical issues of the Journal; promote the
English version on the Internet. This year
on the basis of the proposals the Editorial
Staff has put forward a set of measures, the
implementation of which should contribute
to improving the quality of publications
in the Journal and its impact factor,
increasing the subject matter and attracting
leading domestic and foreign experts to
cooperation.

Summing up, it should be noted that to
date the Journal “Economic and Social
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Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” has
managed to solve a number of important
tasks in its promotion in the international
information space. The full-text English
version gives it a competitive advantage
over other Russian journals in the
international readership. The implemented
editorial policy of open access gives a
great opportunity to expand readership,
provides potential places for writers of the
world level and raises the citation level.
Bringing the Journal in accordance with
the requirements of the global citation
indices helps reach a qualitatively new
level, corresponding to international
publishing standards, and creates optimal
conditions for integration and advancement
in the international information space. The
positive evaluation of changes in the Journal
provided by experts and readers confirms
the correct choice of the development and
promotion strategy.

In conclusion, let us consider the key
tasks to be addressed in the near future.

First, it is necessary to ensure the high
quality of the Journal. Improving the
scientific level is a priority of most Russian
scientific journals and, in particular,
economics journals. To achieve this goal it
is necessary to strengthen the requirements
to the structure and content of publications,
raise the scientific level of the Editorial
Board and the Editorial Staff of the Journal
by attracting reputable scholars with high
citation metrics and enhance the review
system quality, particularly by attracting
internationally recognized experts.

Second, it is advisable to intensify efforts
to increase the international visibility of the

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast 3 (39) 2015

Journal. It is possible to solve this problem
by attracting foreign authors, expanding the
share of joint publications and the presence
of the Journal in the international systems.
The problem to attract foreign authors is
solved in the Journal “Economic and Social
Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast” mainly
through the use of contacts of the Editorial
Board and the Editorial Staff members and
the involvement of foreign authors from the
organizations with which the Institute has
signed cooperation agreements. There is a
promising task to increase the number of
publications by the results of joint research
with colleagues from abroad due to the
Institute’s participation in international
projects.

Third, it is necessary to increase
bibliometric indicators of the Journal.
Today the low citation rates in global
indices pose a serious problem for many
publications. However, in our opinion,
before talking about the evaluation of
scientific journals according to data of
the international citation databases,
it is advisable to create own effective
system for scientific journals evaluation
by bibliometric indicators at the country
level. The state authorities should assign
this resource should acquire a status of a
national database. The implementation
of such an initiative would form the core
of scientific journals, selected according
to transparent and objective indicators.
Different support mechanisms can be
created for journals with high indicators
in the national citation index, so that they
can comply with international standards
and join global citation indices.
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