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Abstract. Within regional science, there has always been a great deal of emphasis on examining territorial
differences. When defining development directions, it is important that territorial levels can be identified
individually. One of the characteristics of settlements is a lively social life. This will provide an opportunity
for the population to live their individual social and cultural life. In settlements where the population
is active, people usually love to live, and their inhabitants want to improve their physical and cultural
life. They work like a great family, they form a community. In some of cases, settlement leaders place
great emphasis on community development. The leaders of the settlement formally try to ensure the de-
velopment of the settlement with local regulations, however they also have informal tools that they can
use for the benefit of their community. In addition to executives, the individual has an important role in
community building. The active behavior of individuals in community building can greatly contribute to
a successful settlement. The study examines several local communities with qualitative and quantitative
modifiers, and presents success factors within each community. The purpose of the study is to approach
communities from a new perspective. Previous research has generally examined communities on the basis
of their characteristics, ethnicity (minorities), spatial concentration (school communities). This study at-
tempts to highlight the relationship between territorial development and individual responsibility, taking
into account all aspects of communities. It is important to note that the purpose of this study is not to pre-
sent complete research findings (correlation studies on individual factors: age, educational attainment,
income, and their impact on communities), partly because of the scale and partly because of future re-
search plans. The research results confirm that the level of development and development potential of the
regions are largely determined by the composition of the human factor living in the given space. Decisions
made by decision-makers taking these principles into account can really contribute to the development of
areas. Scientific study of such development results coud be a goal for future research.
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Introduction

One of the most important tasks of regional
development is to reduce the differences
between regions with different levels of
development. In order to create favorable
living conditions, not only financial support is
needed, but also the existence of many other
factors. Geographical location and natural
conditions, which at the same time greatly
affect the potential of the regions, may be least
affected in regional development. Another
decisive factor is the economic environment
in which the settlements operate. Man is the
formative of natural resources and the economic
environment. In this process, the responsibility
of community actors and the conditions
provided by the policy are indisputable. The
study presents the role of communities in
shaping the settlement image through the
example of six Hungarian settlements and
describes ways to experience community life
and personal engagement.

Review of conceptual approaches and the
research methodology

“Among the views on the content of
territorial development, there is a group that
considers territorial development from the
socio-economic point of view and regards
settlement development as essentially technical
in nature. The weakness of this approach is
that it does not respond to intermediate
levels and only highlights some factors,
neglects the others, leading to fundamental
disturbances in analysis, understanding and
influence. Another view is that the territorial
development is subordinated to the settlement
development. Territorial development must
be interpreted at different levels, but always
complex (taking into account all its elements)”
[1, p. 1]. The current Hungarian territorial
policy and the spatial development policy
interpret territorial development basically
according to the first concept. These policies
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analyze the spatial characteristics of society and
the economy and concentrate on correcting the
spatial structure of the spatial structure that is
different from what is desired [2, 3]. Similar
reasons lead to the development of the
European Union (EU) Community policy. The
EU has therefore set up various financial
development funds (ERDE ESE etc.) to reduce
regional disparities in development). Today,
these have become the most important financial
resources for spatial development in the
regions, and they seek to reduce differences in
development between regions.

Different levels of development or back-
wardness require different areas of intervention,
development, and directions. When defining
development directions, it is important that
individual territorial levels can be uniquely
identified. For example, a region can be
uniquely characterized by elements of territorial
capital that include geographic location, size,
natural resources, heritage, infrastructure,
and social capital. “Territorial capital is an
aggregate asset that is site or area-specific;
and development policy should focus on local
values and their continuous renewal” [1, p. 25;
4]. The role of social capital within territorial
capital is of paramount importance, as these
qualitative characteristics greatly determine the
development potential of an area.

When the regional development issues have
emerged in regional policy, new methodological
ideas have also emerged. In addition to the
purely quantitative characteristics, the idea of
qualitative indicators and the measurement
of them was also raised. The measuring
approach based on purely economic grounds
is complemented by concepts such as
human development, standard of living, and
happiness. These are the characteristics of social
capital. With the appreciation of these new
concepts, measuring territorial development
can give a much more nuanced picture of
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the social and economic characteristics of a
region. On the other hand, this opportunity can
be used by developing complex indicators and
methodological approaches as well [6, 7].

This more subtle approach is reflected in the
idea of Enyedi’s territorial inequalities that the
geographic differences in human knowledge lay
behind the new territorial inequalities [6,
7]. Molnar has same opinion and thinks it is
worth breaking with the paradigm that says
that a settlement is successful only if it has a
well-functioning economy. In his opinion,
success is not due solely to economic factors
[8]. Goda and Kassai also see human capital
development as a key to mitigating territorial
disparities and improving the effectiveness of
economic development policies [9], as the key
to improving regional disparities and improving
economic competitiveness. The importance of
the role of human factors is also emphasized
by the new development trend that emerged
in the early nineties, which became known as
endogenous development in territorial policy.

“Human capital also plays a key role in
endogenous development theories. These
developments are based on local resources, such
as the potential of the local economy, labour,
and knowledge, which are then linked to larger
production processes” [10; 11; 12; 13, p. 21].
However, it is also important to note with
respect to this theory that only endogenous
development alone does not solve the problem
of reducing territorial inequalities. Failure
to fully respect external circumstances and
influencing factors also limits the development
potential of a given area [14; 15; 16]. For this
reason, the endogenous development cannot
be ignored in the development, because the
isolation would prevent the influence of external
conditions [17].

The exploitation of endogenous resources is
also crucial for development, as the functions
and role of rural and urban space have changed
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significantly as a result of globalization. The
proper functioning of these new spatial
functions requires finding the factors that can
contribute not only to the economic but also to
the social development of an area. In this sense,
Edel sees the community as an endogenous
resource. In his opinion, these are solid, yet
flexible and essential resources that can be
the main drivers of transformation [18; 19;
20]. This assumption is also reflected in the use
of financial resources for development. Those
regions (regional centers, big cities) use a
significant portion of development resources,
where social activity is high at the local level
and basic resources are found [9].

Social activity can be characterized by
relationship and social capital, which,
according to social psychology, is the
individual’s own. Based on Capello and
Faggian’s definition of relationships, we can
consider cooperation between economic
actors as well as knowledge transfer and
exchange of experience, not just at company
level, but also between countries, regions, and
settlements. Contact capital is a kind of ability
to achieve common goals [21; 22; 23]. Bourdieu
[24; 25] founded the notion of social capital as
a resource based on belonging to a group. In
his theory, he made it clear that the size of a
person’s social capital depends on the extent
of the network of relationships he can actually
mobilize. Social capital typically consists of
ties, norms, trust, and institutions.

Tonnies described this network of relation-
ships with the concept of community. In his
opinion, the concept implies a positive mutual
relationship [26]. Therefore, its value is most
often positive. It can also express:

— a group of people (youth, amateur
community);

— quality (community, community, or
atomized society);

— locality (or community);
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— joint creation (community theater,
community facility, communal investment);

— feeling, intent, belonging to somewhere;

— sharing the same ideas, goals and values
[27].

For example, identity can be a common set
of values within settlements, which “glues” the
community [28; 29; 30; 31]. From the point of
view of spatial development, the community is
the relationship between the individuals that can
promote the development of the given territorial
level (settlement, region) and can only be
interpreted through the formation of networks
between individuals (social networks). In
this network of relationships, the key actors
in the life of the settlements are individuals
(individuals, institutions/organizations,
e.g. associations, local government leaders)
who play a decisive role in both acquiring
external resources and mobilizing internal
resources. The connection network thus
basically covers features that cannot be
quantified. Their knowledge therefore requires
qualitative research.

The study presents the experience of
empirical research in communities with a
successful network. It finds out how the members
of communities have recognized the relationship
between territorial development from social
capital and individual responsibility in generating
development. Under individual responsibility in
this study we mean how an individual responds
to and participates in the resolution of social
problems in the environment, and contributes
to maintaining the values.

The study contains the partial results of a
complex study covering a number of topics,
including the network of communities in the
settlements. The selection of those settlements
where successful community-building activities
and contact networks can be observed within the
communities was an important consideration in
determining the sample area. Six Hungarian
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cities were included in the sample (Esztergom,
Kecskemét, Erd, Csomér, Miskolc, Eger). The
communities were analyzed using qualitative
and qualitative characteristics. The quantitative
indicators were analyzed primarily with the help
of the available HCSO database.

The survey method used and accepted for
field research and other data collection is the
questionnaire, which is suitable for descriptive,
explanatory and reconnaissance purposes
[32]. The questionnaire covered the key players
in the community, the strengths and weaknesses
of the community. The questionnaire touched
upon the network of contacts within and outside
the settlement; and it shows the involvement
of individuals within the community and
those responsible for community building. In
the six settlements (Esztergom, Kecskemét,
Erd, Csémér (spring 2016), Miskolc and
Eger (spring 2017)) the survey was done with
the involvement of Szent Istvan University,
Agricultural and Rural Development
Engineer, second year students. The method
of sampling was arbitrary but it aspires for to
be representative. The number of people to be
evaluated is 796, of which 60% are women and
40% are men. There was a varied pattern of age,
education, occupation and income. The overall
evaluation of the responses was done using
descriptive and variable statistical methods.

The content and the main findings of the
research

The remainder of the study presents
qualitative and quantitative research findings.
In particular, it first presents the characteristics
of the communities in the studied munici-
palities, drawing on the available statistical
databases. An important consideration in the
selection of the statistical data was that it should
be available and adequate in all settlements,
each year of the survey period. It then focuses
on the respondents’ general experiences within
the community.
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Physical characteristics of social networks

Not only is the human side essential to the
development of the community network. At
least as important are the physical factors and
locations that provide the opportunity to
experience and develop a sense of belonging
to the community. The general community
characterization of the settlements therefore
focuses on indicators such as cultural events
that provide a community experience; the
number of regular cultural professions or
creative communities.

Cultural events organized either by the
municipal government or by NGOs are one of
the areas for experiencing a community. They
provide an opportunity to meet people who
are not in the same circle as a close relative
or a group of friends but who are moving
to similar interests. Figure I shows that the
number of events provided to the population
in larger settlements over the past decade
has risen almost year by year. The number
of events decreased in the settlements of the
Budapest agglomeration. The reason for this

Figure 1. Number of cultural events (per thousand inhabitants)

7000

6000

5000

4000

3000

2000

1000 —

0 =

2006. 2007. 2008. 2009. 2010.

i

2011. 2012. 2013. 2014. 2015. 2016.

| W Csdmor Eger Erd

Esztergom

Kecskemét m Miskolc

Source: HCSO database based on own editing, 2018.

Figure 2. Number of participants in cultural events (per thousand inhabitants)
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is probably that the programs offered by the
capital may have a suction effect. In Esztergom,
however, some growth has been observed over
the years. The number of participants at the
events is illustrated in Figure 2. The number
of participants draws a similar pattern to
that of the number of events. In large rural
towns, the population is visiting a rather large
number of events, while the number of visitors
in the capital’s nearby settlements is quite
underrepresented.

Another form of living in community
consciousness can be joint creative activity.
Figure 3 shows the number of organizations
created for this purpose.

In almost all settlements it can be said that
the number of creative communities in the
examined period increased continuously.
Creative communities are permanent, regularly
engaged and mostly managerial communities
that present the results of an individual or
collaborative creative process to the public.

Figure 3. Number of creative cultural communities (per thousand inhabitants)
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Figure 4. Number of members of creative cultural communities (per thousand inhabitants)
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They are grouped as follows: art groups, folk
performing arts groups, creative art groups.
This is probably related to the steady increase
in the number of well-functioning smaller
groups and communities. The increase in the
number of cultural communities may be related
to the increase in the number of applications.
Most financial resources were made available
to associations on more favorable terms. In this
way, the implementation of developments and
the operation of the association itself became
more efficient. In large cities, the increase in

the number of cultural communities can be
facilitated by a more concentrated population
density, the presence of a well-educated
population, and better infrastructure. This
assumption is also supported by Figure 4, which
shows the changes in the number of members of
the creative communities.

A similar trend can be observed in the
number of regular cultural activities as
illustrated in Figure 5.

Figure 6 shows the number of participants in
cultural activities. It can be seen that the

Figure 5. Number of regular cultural sessions (per thousand inhabitants)
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Figure 6. Number of participants in the regular cultural occupations (per thousand inhabitants)
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Figure 7. Distribution of respondents by gender
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Figure 8. Distribution of respondents by permanent address
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attendance of these events was not nearly as
popular in smaller rural towns or agglomeration
settlements. Indeed, in Miskolc, compared
to the number of inhabitants, there was a
rather low participation rate among those
interested. At the settlement level, these
moves were not really successful in terms of
community building.

Results of the questionnaire survey

The general characteristics of those involved
in the field research are shown in Figures 7— 10.

More than half (60.4%) of the respondents
were women, and the percentage of men was
39.6%.

Twenty two percent of the respondents live
in Csomor, 9% in Miskolc, 8% in Eger, 10% in

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast
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Erd, 17% in Kecskemét, 13% in Esztergom and
21% in other settlements.

The average age of the sample was between
38 and 47 years. It was a goal to have a diverse
age group in the sample that was achieved. The
youngest respondent was 12, while the oldest
was 86 years old.

The range of respondents was also broad in
terms of characteristics such as income, occu-
pation and education. (Fig. 9, 10).

From the research point of view, it was
important to first examine what the respondents
think of the term “community” what this word
means to them. The vast majority of the respon-
dents identified it with togetherness, programs,
friends, reliability, and the settlement itself.
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Figure 9. Occupational breakdown of the sample
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Figure 10. Distribution of sample by educational level

College / University | 27%

Advanced vocational training | 159

High school | 34%

High school without graduation / vocational
secondary school

Primary schools 9%

| 14%

Source: Own research (2016-2017).

Figure 11. Can you tell about your settlement that you have community consciousness? (persons)
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Source: Own research (2016-2017).
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Figure 12. In what form do you participate in the community life in your settlement?
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When asked if your community has
community consciousness, more than 67% of
the respondents answered with a definite yes, a
negative answer was given by a little over a third
of the respondents. (Fig. 11). It can be stated
that, overall, the respondents feel that they have
a community in some form.

A large proportion of the respondents, 53%,
are passive, they only visit events as onlookers;
nearly 24% of them are not involved at all, even
at the level of passive interest in action.

Three percent of the respondents are part of
the community organization as municipal
workers, but the proportion of volunteers who
are not members of any civil organization, and
the proportion of active organizers is rather
low (17%) (Fig. 12). The main drivers of the
community life of the settlements were those
who, on the basis of local patriotism and loyalty
toward their community, wanted to shape, and
influence their immediate environment and the
people living there.

Figure 13. How do you think the municipality is responsible for building a community?
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Figure 14. Do you know the local government developments in the settlement?
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Answering the question of individual
responsibility, of how the individual and the
local government would contribute to the
development of the community and its
population, only 6% of the respondents stated
that this was a municipal task only; 18%
saw it as workable with civilians; 26% of the
respondents would involve the population in
community building; the largest number was
reported by the declarants who, as partners
of the municipality, considered both civilians
and the general public in terms of community
building; the number of those who did not
involve the municipality in the development of
the community was insignificant (4%) (Fig. 13).

One of the aims of the research was to find
out how the inhabitants of the settlement are
aware of the events taking place in their
immediate surroundings, how they monitor
the local government interventions and
developments (Fig. 14). Respondents’ feedback
shows that, unfortunately, most of them (53%)
know nothing about the activities of the local
government, which are the most influential in
their settlement. This, of course, is not only
due to the community’s failure; however, due
the publication obligation associated with the
applicants, it is difficult to explain the lack of
municipal marketing activity.
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Municipal developments known by the
population are mostly related to the tasks
performed by the local government, such as the
development of the road network, renovation of
canals, kindergartens, the preservation of the
institutions, landscaping, maintenance of the
squares.

The majority of respondents (57%) gave a
negative answer to the question of whether they
would play an active role in solving settlement
problems, and we conclude that although they
are aware of the importance of community
and identity, but the desire to do it for the
community is still not appreciable from the
answers.

As a result of cross-table analysis, there was
a relatively weak relationship between the
respondents’ permanent residence and
community activity. Csomor has the highest
community activity (47%), as an organizer
or as a member of an NGO (44%), which
can be explained by the high number of
young intellectuals working in the capital
city. This percentage is quite low in the other
settlements. Among the municipalities,
Kecskemét is the most important part of the
community building. In the other settlements
there is a low willingness to participate in
the community building from the municipal

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast
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side. Almost all settlements have a relatively
low number of passive layers. In Csomor,
the number of those who do not live in the
community at all is the smallest.

There is a further relationship between
the place of residence and community
consciousness. Analyzing responses, more than
half of respondents said they had community
identity in their community. Where previously
social activity was at a rather low level,
respondents were more likely to say that
their community does not have a sense of
community. In fact, in these settlements,
individuals were the most passive and waited for
the local government to build the community.

There is also a connection between the
occupation and the community consciousness.
Positive speakers typically come from high
school graduates, college or university, or high
school graduates and high-level graduates who
are interested in either human relationships or
their age or work for the community.

Suggestions and conclusion

In the first part of the study we reviewed
international and domestic literature on the
topic that we can consider social capital and
connection networks as an integral part
of regional development. Therefore, the
development of human capital must be a
fundamental objective of development policies
aimed at reducing territorial disparities
and improving economic competitiveness.
Many examples of settlements in Hungary
reinforce the earlier assumption that economic
developments based on purely external
resources do not, in the long run, provide
a solution for the social and economic
convergence of the regions. The assumption in
the literature is that regions (regional centers,
large cities) use a significant proportion of
development resources where there is high
social activity at the local level and basic
resources are found. It has also been confirmed

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast

Volume 12, Issue 4, 2019

by the previous position that the local
governments are key players in communities, as
well as those actors who have a decisive role in
mobilizing both external and internal resources.
For regions with unfavorable natural conditions
or social characteristics, active communities are
often the only development opportunity. Based
on the results of the empirical research, it can
be said that there is a need for communities
within the settlement. At the same time, there
is some indifference to solving common issues,
problems at the local level and in the field of
personal responsibility. It has been proved
that the role of the person responsible for the
development of the community and the contact
networks is typically considered important by
the intellectual occupation persons. In most of
the settlements examined, active community
life takes place because of the intellectuals
living in the settlements. These settlements
show that the cultural events organized in
them are welcomed by the public, which is
also active in promoting the establishment
of creative communities. Promoting these
good examples and the extra energy from
collaborations can also act as incentives for less
dynamic communities. One of the key points
of future development policy can be the role of
communities in self-development.

After reviewing the literature related to the
research topic, it can be stated that the level of
development and development potential of the
regions is largely determined by the
composition of the human factor living in
the given space. Reducing the differences in
development between areas cannot be achieved
simply by outsourcing financial resources, but
it is also necessary to mobilize the endogenous
resources of the settlements. Among
endogenous resources, social capital and
social relationships can be a key driver of
development. Developments based solely on
external resources do not, in the long run,
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solve social and economic problems. In order
to achieve such goals beyond the drawing of
resources, it is necessary to have knowledge
of the existing conditions (natural, economic,
human). If the settlements have these
endogenous resources, it is indispensable for
the community or some of its members to be
active in community life. Empirical research
has shown that developments are characterized
by duality. On the one hand, leaders’ way of
thinking is decisive in determining the trends,
but actual interventions must adapt to the
specifics of the existing spatial system. The
results of this research supported this earlier
assumption, which emphasizes the importance
of an individual’s role in society. It has also
been proved that those settlements are able to

reach a long-term development path, where
they are active in their community, collaborate
and have a lively community. In addition,
it is necessary to concretise the objectives
that are generally to be achieved in terms of
development. It is necessary to formulate the
needs tailored to local conditions and to get to
know the community. The developments must
be implemented with the active participation
of community members. Knowledge of the
goals can encourage community members to
further collaborate. Later, the promotion of
developments in a given community greatly
contributes to the success of the settlement
and its development path. The combination of
all these factors can make a settlement truly
liveable and successful in the long run.
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