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Abstract. The past two months of socio-political life in Russia have been rich in important events: the
World Russian People’s Council (November 27—28), the official approval on December 7 by the
Federation Council of the date of the presidential election (March 17, 2024) and Vladimir Putin’s
announcement of his decision to run for president (December 8), his communication with Russian
citizens in the live broadcast format, combined with a press conference with journalists (December 14).
All these events at the end of Vladimir Putin’s 4th presidential term sum up the events of the past six years
and at the same time focus our attention on the tasks that society expects the head of state to address during
his upcoming presidential term. The following issues are highlighted as being of increasing importance:
achieving the goals of the special military operation, forming the national idea and ideology, nationalizing
the elites, increasing the effectiveness of dynamic growth in the standard of living and quality of life;
these events are analyzed in the paper. We consider in more detail the work of Vladimir Putin aimed at
addressing the issue regarding the nationalization of elites throughout his presidential terms. Based on
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At an Intermediate Stage on the Way toward Cultural Sovereignty

expert assessments, we analyze the factors that prevent the President from solving this problem promptly;
most likely, the solution of the problem of nationalization of elites will be postponed for 2030—2036, that
is, for the possible (according to the current Constitution of the Russian Federation) sixth presidential
term of Vladimir Putin. Nevertheless, according to many experts, without qualitative ideological
changes within the elites (primarily in the system of public administration, culture, education), as well as
without achieving the goals of the special military operation, it is impossible to make significant progress
in shaping the image of the country’s future, achieving the consent of the majority of the population
on the essence of a new Social Contract, which is based on the image of a just social state with equal
opportunities for the main segments of the population on the territory of Russia. The article provides
a comparative analysis of the most significant public statements that Vladimir Putin made throughout
his presidential terms: his first program article “Russia at the turn of the Millennium” (1999), the RF
President’s speech at the conference on international security policy (“Munich speech” on February 10,
2007), all the speeches of the head of state at the World Russian People’s Council (December 13, 2001,
November 1, 2018 and November 28, 2023). The conclusion is made about Vladimir Putin’s key personal
qualities (perseverance, strategic foresight, courage in setting ambitious goals, systems approach to their
implementation) necessary for a national leader to continue the development of Russia along the path of
strengthening cultural and, in general, national sovereignty.

Key words: World Russian People’s Council, 2024 presidential election, nationalization of the elites,
“direct line”, ideology.

The Special Military Operation (SMO) has been
underway for almost two years (22 months), and
during that period (as we have repeatedly noted in
previous articles') a comprehensive transformation
of the country has been going on in its economic
vector, defense potential, education system.... But
the main thing, in our opinion, is the cultural and
ideological vector.

First, because cultural sovereignty is a key
component of full-fledged national sovereignty,
the struggle for which is, in fact, the main
goal of the SMO (at least of those larger
geopolitical processes for which it has become
a “trigger”).

It is for a reason that on January 25, 2023, the
President of the Russian Federation signed a decree
that unambiguously defines “cultural sovereignty” as

“a set of socio-cultural factors that allow the people
and the country to form their identity, avoid socio-
psychological and cultural dependence on external
influence, be protected from destructive ideological
informational influence, preserve historical memory,
and adhere to traditional Russian spiritual and moral
values” ; besides, “the priority of culture is established,
designed to ensure further development of the potential
of society and the individual, preservation of civil unity,
protection of national interests, and achievement of
national development goals of the Russian Federation™’.

I See, for example: Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V. (2022). The special military operation reveals new features of civil society. Eco-

nomic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast, 15(5), 9—32;

Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V. (2022). A framework for a new Social Contract is being formed in Russia. Economic and Social Changes:

Facts, Trends, Forecast, 15(6), 9—34.

Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V. (2023). Unusual clarity. Russia is no longer the West. Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends,

Forecast, 16(2), 9—34.

2 On amendments to the fundamentals of the state cultural policy approved by Presidential Decree 808, dated December

24, 2014: Presidential Decree 35, dated January 25, 2023.
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As experts point out, cultural sovereignty is the
cornerstone of statehood. “A country that has
Jforgotten its past and abandoned its traditions will
sooner or later perish, disappear”. This explains the
Jfact that on January 25, 2023, the President included
the protection of the cultural sovereignty of the Russian
Federation in the goals of state policy*.

Second, we should note that formulating the
idea of the image of the future society and country

“Cultural sovereignty is the basis for the
formation of cultural identity and national
security of the country, the cornerstone of any
statehood. The urgency of increasing attention
to the sphere of cultural sovereignty today
is associated with its being at the forefront
of ideological and information-psychological
confrontation, global competitive struggle...
Cultural sovereignty is not only an integral part,
but also a necessary condition for ensuring state
sovereignty... It is culture that plays the role of the
guardian of the civilizational code of the nation,

its value base”’s.

launches the process of formation of a new Social
Contract, which has been going on and will
probably proceed much more actively after the final
achievement of all the goals of the SMO.

“People make reality” as it is described by the
person expressing the Idea (journalist, expert,
ideological worker, etc.” Therefore, “first there
must be an Idea... and only then ... there is action™’.

Emphasizing cultural sovereignty and the
ideological component of full national sovereignty,
we should note an important event that took place
in Russia in November 2023, which, according to
some experts, could “change the destinies of Russia
and the world radically™®.

“You can’t have a society without an ideology,
these are elementary concepts of state and law...
| propose to seriously consider this. Taking into
account our historical society, taking into account
the modern realities in which we live, thinking about
the prospects for the development of our society, it
is still necessary to formulate the ideology of our
society, our goals and enshrine it in the Constitution

of the Russian Federation”®.

3 Handus G. Cultural sovereignty of Russia. Available at: https://ruskline.ru/analitika/2023/05/02/kulturnyi_suverenitet

rossii

4 On amendments to the fundamentals of the state cultural policy approved by Presidential Decree 808, dated December
24, 2014: Presidential Decree 35, dated January 25, 2023. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/bank/48855
5 Dzyatkovskaya E.N. (2022). Cultural sovereignty of the country: The role of ecological culture. Bulletin of the International

Academy of Sciences (Russian section), special issue 1, 1—8.

¢ Speech by the Head of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation A. Bastrykin at the 17th International
Scientific and Practical Conference “Derzhavin Readings”. Available at: https://rg.ru/2023/11/22/bastrykin-schitaet-chto-nado-
dobavit-v-konstituciiu-polozheniia-ob-ideologii-gosudarstva.html

7 V. Korovin (journalist, politician, member of the Izborsk Club, Director of the International Nonprofit Foundation “Center
for Geopolitical Expertise”, member of the Eurasian Committee — deputy head of the International Eurasian Movement). Available

at: https://vk.com/wall200837654_7679

8 A. Dugin: Many people do not understand, but on Tuesday a zemsky sobor will be held in the Kremlin. Available at:
https://katehon.com/ru/news/aleksandr-dugin-mnogie-ne-ponimayut-no-vo-vtornik-v-kremle-sostoitsya-zemskiy-sobo
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November 27—28, Moscow hosted the 25th
World Russian People’s Council, its topic was “The
Present and Future of the Russian World™°.

“The World Russian People’s Council is
undoubtedly the main public organization of the
Russian people. This organization embodies the
most important principle without which neither
Russians nor Russia exist — the principle of the
unity of the State, the Church and the people.
Only “sobornost” can be the foundation for a new
ideological platform on which the Russian state
stands... In the end, the Council, despite all the
diversity of topics, is concerned with one thing:
elaboration of solutions to protect the life of the
Russian people itself”".

“The Council, which was attended by 6
thousand people, did not just confirm the status
of the main public organization of Russia and the
entire Russian world. It defined the constants of

our future”".

The World Russian People’s Council (WRPC)
is the main public organization of the Russian
people!?. Its scale and the forces that were
involved in this event in 2023 (state, political,
public, military, economic, scientific, educational,
cultural, religious, etc.) are best illustrated
by the level and diversity of its participants:
representatives of the authorities, the RF
Presidential Administration, heads of regions,
heads of security agencies, representatives of
the business community and civil organizations,
religious denominations and scientific institutions,
and many others. According to TASS, about 1.5
thousand people took part in thematic sections,
and about 6 thousand in the plenary session'?
(Insert 1).

Russian President Vladimir Putin also took part
in the plenary session of the WRPC, which in itself
speaks about the importance of this event, since
during all his presidential terms the head of state did
not always participate in it personally.

% Briefnote: The World Russian People’s Council (WRPC) was established in May 1993. Since February 1, 2009, His Holiness
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia has been the head of the Council (source: Official website of the WRPC. Available at:

https://vrns.ru/).

The World Russian People’s Council (WRPC; until 1995 — the World Russian Council, WRC) is an international public

organization formed under the auspices of the Russian Orthodox Church to discuss national issues, as well as the “unity of the
Russian people”. The meetings of the WRPC are attended by representatives of the authorities, the highest clergy of traditional
religions of Russia, leaders of public associations, figures of science, education and culture, delegates of Russian communities
from near and far abroad. The goals of the WRPC are to promote the spiritual, cultural, social and economic revival of Russia
and the Russian people, strengthen Russian statehood and strengthen the role of the Orthodox Church in the life of society, etc.

In 2005, the World Russian People’s Council was granted special consultative status with the United Nations (UN), and a
representative office of the WRPC was established at the United Nations.

In the first ten years, meetings were held irregularly: they were not convened in 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000 and 2003. At the same
time, in 1995 they were held twice — in February and December. Since 2004, the Council meetings of the WRPC have been held
once a year. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021, it was decided not to convene them (source: https://
tass.ru/info/19390441).

10" Available at: https://tsargrad.tv/articles/russkie-uvideli-obraz-budushhego-otvety-na-glavnye-voprosy-gotovy 916061

' D.V. Lyubomudrov. Available at: https://proza.ru/2023/12/12/110

12 Malofeev K. Victorious word — empire. Available at: https://vk.com/wall-75679763_ 6334419

13 Available at: https://tass.ru/info/19390441
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In total, Vladimir Putin participated in the World
Russian People’s Council three times, and each time
his speech reflected the historical period that Russia,
which is part of the world community, was going
through.

For the first time it was on December 13, 2001.
Back then, the RF President focused on the
danger of international terrorism and the need
to consolidate the efforts of world powers

to combat it.

“The events of September 11 did not just
shake the planet. Not only did they change the
world and remind all of us of its fragility. They
also made us think about the enormous res-
ponsibility that rests on all of us. Responsibility
for the future, for the creation of a democratic,
fair and secure world order system ... | am
convinced that to create such a system, it is not
enough to combine the efforts of states. We need
public unity in the rejection of xenophobia and
violence. Everything that feeds the ideology of

terrorism”’".

For the second time Vladimir Putin took part in
the World Russian People’s Council on November
1, 2018 and spoke about the destructive trends of
spiritual and value transformations taking place
in the world, and in this regard, about the need to
preserve the civilizational identity of Russia and
other civilizations.

“We see what efforts are being made today
to “reformat” the world, to destroy traditional
values and those cultural and historical spaces
that have been taking shape for centuries.
The goal is to create all sorts of faceless
“protectorates”. After all, divided peoples,
deprived of national memory, reduced to the
level of vassals, are easier and more convenient
to manage, use as a bargaining chip in their
interests ...

There are still, of course, as they say, more
questions than answers. | have no doubt about
one thing for sure: Russia’s voice in the world of
the future will sound dignified and confident.
This is predetermined by our tradition, our inner
spiritual culture, self-awareness and, finally,
the very history of our country as an original
civilization, unique, but not self-confidently and
boorishly claiming to be exceptional. Because it
is impossible to imagine the history of humankind
without the same unique civilizations as India,
China, Western Europe, America and many
others. This is really a multifaceted complexity,
each facet of which complements and enriches

each other’®,

Finally, on November 28, 2023, taking part in
the World Russian People’s Council for the third
time, Vladimir Putin briefly and meaningfully
summed up the main results of today’s historical
stage: the global situation, Russia’s role in the
coming multipolar geopolitical future, threats
to national security the country is facing, and

15 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the opening of the 6th World Russian People’s Council, December 13, 2001. Available at: http://

www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/21442

16 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the Meeting of the World Russian People’s Council, November 1, 2018. Available at: http://

www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/59013
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the potential that will allow Russia not only to
successfully to pass this historical stage, but also

to ensure its sovereignty in the future (/nsert 2).

“... we defend the security and well-being of
our people, the supreme, historical right to be
Russia - a strong, independent power, a civilization
state...

We are fighting now for the freedom not
only of Russia, but of the whole world... It is our
country that is now at the forefront of shaping a
more just world order. And | want to emphasize:
without a sovereign, strong Russia, no lasting,

stable world order is possible...”"”

Some experts drew attention to the fact that
“it was, of course, a confrontational speech. The
speech of a person who understands that there is
nothing more to lose, despite the fact that the
situation at the front is getting better...” '8

We should emphasize that Vladimir Putin in his
speech at the World Russian People’s Council in
2023 repeated much of what he had spoken about
in 1999 in the article “Russia at the turn of the
Millennium”'®, assessing the internal situation
in the country, the key problems and potential
of Russian society (/nsert 3), as well as much of
what he had noted during his Munich speech in
2007%°, addressing, first of all, the international
establishment, expressing his view of the situation
in the world (/nsert 4).

Both in the past and in the present, it was about
Russia’s sovereignty; about the importance (and
even priority) of ideological content over practical
measures in addressing the country’s pressing
problems; about the lessons that Russia should
learn from its own past; as well as about the
inevitability of the collapse of the unipolar world
and specifically about the threats posed to Russia
from the US side.

This succession of public statements by the
President, stretching over decades, testifies to a
systematic, consistent approach, and the commitment
of the head of state to the course of national
development, which he has been implementing for
almost 25 years.

Thus, at the World Russian People’s Council in
2023, the President actually outlined the contours
of the image of the future of Russia, shared not only
by him personally, but also by representatives
of the highest levels of state, political, public,
and religious circles; that is, those people who
first of all have to implement this image of the
future in practice. As M.G. Delyagin, one of the
participants of the Council, State Duma deputy and
a member of the Izborsk Club, very aptly noted,
“in order to win, we need to show an image of the
future that will be attractive to everyone. And this
is our main task! Because a person always chooses
the future, even if it is blurred and unclear. And we
need to create this “future” in Russia right now so
that people want to live in it. And so that people
enjoy living in it”?'.

17 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the plenary session of the World Russian People’s Council. Available at: http://www.kremlin.

ru/events/president/news/72863

18 Kolesnikov A. New jet installations. Available at: https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/6365612
19 Putin V. Russia at the turn of the Millennium. Nezavisimaya gazeta. December 30, 1999. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/

politics/1999-12-30/4_millenium.html

2 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the Munich Security Conference on February 10, 2007. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/
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Experts on Vladimir Putin’s decision to

participate in the presidential election on March

17, 2024%:
B. Kamkiya (political scientist): “Vladimir Putin’s

decision to run for a new presidential term is very
important for Russia, as well as on the scale of
international relations... He is a person who
has accumulated huge political capital and huge
opportunities to lead Russia forward. Vladimir
Putin has concentrated his practical potential, and
he is really second to none... Under the current
conditions, with the threat hanging over Russia,
Putin has become the leader who can respond to
these challenges with his decisions”.

P. Danilin (political scientist, associate professor
at the Financial University under the Government of
the Russian Federation, director of the Center for
Political Analysis): “Putin feels that he has a huge
burden of responsibility for the country... And the
presidential election itself is actually becoming a
struggle for Russia’s victory...”

A. Asafov (first deputy Chairperson of the
Commission of the Civic Chamber of the Russian
Federation on public examination of draft laws):
“Society has different motives. First of all, the
motives of patriotism and trust, because in the
current situation, only Putin can make decisions”.

E. Minchenko (president of the communication
holding “Minchenko Consulting”): “In the context
of alarge-scale geopolitical confrontation, there is
no reason to change an experienced leader...
Therefore, hardly anyone thought that Putin
would not nominate his candidacy”.

Ten days after his speech at the WRPC on
December 8, 2023, Vladimir Putin announced that
he would participate in the presidential election to be
held on March 17, 2024**. The head of state pointed
out: “I had all kinds of thoughts on this matter at
different times. However, you are right — the time
to decide has come. I will run for President of the
Russian Federation”?,

And we should note that for most experts
Vladimir Putin’s decision did not come as a surprise:
on the one hand, there is simply no alternative to
the role of national leader in Russia today; on the
other hand, there is a high demand in Russian
society for a new presidential term of Vladimir
Putin. This is evidenced not only by the opinions
of experts, but also by the results of all-Russian
sociological research.

According to the results of a VCIOM poll
conducted on December 7, 2023, 78% of Russians
are going to participate in the 2024 presidential
election, 61% of them stated this with full confidence
(for comparison, 8% do not plan to vote yet, 14%
haven’t made up their mind so far)?. Therefore
(taking into account the current high level of
support for the head of state in society, as well as
the results of the last elections held after the start
of the SMO?), we can predict with a high degree
of probability that the presidential election will take
place on March 17, 2024.

2 Sources: Vzglyad. December 8, 2023. Available at: https://vz.ru/politics/2023/12/8/1243372.html; Sputnik-Abkhazia.

December 11, 2023. Available at: https://sputnik-abkhazia.ru/20231211/politolog-o-reshenii-putina-vydvigatsya-v-prezidenty-
vazhno-i-dlya-abkhazii-1049411089.html

2 December 7, 2023, the Federation Council approved the final date of the presidential election; December 8, Vladimir
Putin announced his participation as candidate.

3 Conversation with participants in the ceremony marking Heroes of the Fatherland Day, December 8, 2023. Available at:
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/72935

% RF presidential election — 2024: Before the start. VCIOM analytical review, December 7, 2023. Available at: https://wciom.
ru/analytical-reviews/analiticheskii-obzor/vybory-prezidenta-rf-2024-pered-startom

27 On the Single Voting Day, which took place from September 9 to September 11, 2022, at the elections of the heads of RF
constituent entities, “in all 14 regions, acting governors and acting representatives of United Russia or self-nominated candidates
supported by United Russia were re-elected” (source: Skorobogaty P. New consolidation: Results of the Single Voting Day. Ekspert,
2022, no. 38, p. 50).

On the Single Voting Day, September 8—10, 2023, “all current governors, as well as acting ones, retained their posts. Of these,
only two heads of regions were elected from the Communist Party, all the others were from United Russia” (source: Pamfilova
called the turnout of 46% record-breaking. Available at: https://www.rbc.ru/politics/13/09/2023/6501c3fe9a7947ea85beaf37).
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P. Danilin: “Russians would like Putin to run as a candidate. This is the request of the citizens”?.

E. Minchenko: “There is a high public demand for Putin’s candidacy”.

According to VCIOM:

v' approval level for the President’s performance has been stable at 73-75% since June 2023 (according

to the latest data as of December 3, 2023 - 75.8%; the share of negative characteristics — 14.9%);
v" level of trust in Vladimir Putin during the same period was stable at 77-79% (as of December 3, 2023,

78.5% trust the RF President, 17.3% do not)29.
According to the FOM:

v 70% of Russians believe that Vladimir Putin should run for a new term;

v 67% say that “Vladimir Putin’s work as President of the Russian Federation meets their interests”>°.

What do the broad strata of Russian society
expect from Vladimir Putin’s next presidential
term?

This question can be answered if we look at the
results of the “direct line” combined with the press
conference that Vladimir Putin held on December 14,
2023.

In terms of duration, it was the longest event
of this format since 2018%'. The “direct line”
received more than 2.5 million questions. The key
topics among those voiced in the live broadcast
concerned the rights and social support of the
participants of the SMO, the situation on the
front line and the likelihood of the second wave
of partial mobilization, healthcare, housing and
utilities, agriculture, increase in price for certain
goods and services, support for the domestic car
industry and aviation, Russian sports, regulation
of the information environment and education of
future generations of Russians, prospects for the
development of artificial intelligence, and much
more.

“The number of questions is really enormous...
probably the largest all-Russian sociological survey
took place... it is physically impossible to answer all
the millions of questions, but there are, of course,
common topics. And which of them are in the lead?
No doubt, the main topic is the special military
operation... Payments, certificates, supplies...
Well, there are also traditional questions about
housing and communal services, sports and what
not.

Many problems were solved even proactively,
but there remain many unresolved ones! And
most importantly, we all now live in a completely
different world, and, of course, people are
concerned not only about social issues’’3>.

E. Glushakova (RIA-Novosti): “Generally, the
grand agenda includes extensive discussions on
both the special military operation and the new
regions. In principle, today’s news conference

reflects this agenda”.

28 Vzglyad. December 8, 2023. Available at: https://vz.ru/politics/2023/12/8/1243372 . html

¥ Ratings of trust in politicians, assessments of the work of the President and the Government, support for political parties.
VCIOM Analytical Review. December 8, 2023. Available at: https://wciom.ru/analytical-reviews/analiticheskii-obzor/reitingi-
doverija-politikam-ocenki-raboty-prezidenta-i-pravitelstva-podderzhka-politicheskikh-partii-08122023

3 Vladimir Putin: prospects — 2024. FOM Presentation (the survey was conducted October 21 — November 13, 2023).
Available at: https://fom.ru/Politika/14955

31 1n 2023, the “direct line” with the President lasted 4 hours and 4 minutes. In 2018 — 4 hours and 20 minutes.

32 Introduction by the hosts of the program “Results of the Year with Vladimir Putin”, December 14, 2023. Available at:
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/72994
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The international agenda was also touched
upon: the present and future of Russia’s relations
with the USA, China, CIS countries and Western
Europe; the geopolitical situation around the
conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East, the
functioning of the Russian economy under
sanctions pressure from the Collective West,
Russia’s presidency in BRICS and CIS countries
in 2024, etc.

We should note that, just as during his
communication with war correspondents on June
13, 2023 (especially when answering questions
concerning Russia’s internal problems), the
President repeatedly had to use such expressions as
“there is a problem, of course. I agree”; “these are
gaps that should not have been allowed”; “it is not
thisis a

9 <

always enough, not everything works out”,
failure in the work of the Government”, etc.?

This indicates, first of all, that the relevance of
problems related to ensuring the effectiveness of
public administration in the “manual mode” is still
high.

And if, with the advent of Vladimir Putin’s new
presidential term it is indeed possible to expect the
achievement of SMO goals and a more active
process of normalization of geopolitical relations
in the world, then for tangible shifts in solving
internal issues of improving the effectiveness of public

administration, as well as for significant progress
in solving more global issues related to achieving
public agreement on the image of the future and
the formation of a new Social Contract, which is
based on the idea of a just social state, most likely
(according to many experts), It will take the next
(sixth) presidential term of Vladimir Putin®, that is,
the period 2030—-2036.

At least, we can agree that “in the next 4—5
years (2022—2027), under the conditions of the
world catastrophe, Russia’s ruling stratum and
elite will be forced to change”, and only by the
early 2030s, perhaps, “all balances will be found
and consensus will be achieved”.

“In the next 4-5 years (2022-2027)... structures
and hierarchical pyramids will be destroyed within
the framework of the intra-elite struggle... A new
series of people from the “first waves” will make
their way into Russia’s upper ruling stratum and
elite to become, if they succeed, the heads of
power/elite groups and clans...

Another five years will pass (until the early
2030s), and the boundaries of spheres of influence
will be defined, balances will be found, consensus
will be consolidated. And only after that will the
principles and rules... regain relevance, adjusted
for the distortion of the basis and idealization. But
this will be a different time and a different story”.

3 A complete list of similar expressions from the President of the Russian Federation, voiced in response to questions from
the “direct line” (source: “Results of the Year with Vladimir Putin”, December 14, 2023. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/

events/president/news/72994):
— “There is a problem, of course. I agree”;

— “Of course, you are right, it is not always enough, not everything works out”;

— There must be failures somewhere else”;

— “I think these are gaps that should not have been allowed by the Ministry of Defense;
— “We will definitely achieve this. Anyway, I promise, we will strive for this”;
— “I’m sorry and I apologize for this. This is a malfunction in the work of the Government”

— “We will definitely look into it, analyze it”;

— To be honest, I’ve never really paid attention to it, this is the first time I’ve heard that such a problem exists”;

— “This is the first time I’ve heard that this exists”;

— “Alot has actually been done, but judging by what we see now, it’s clearly not enough”;
— “Of course it has to be done. We will definitely strive for this. I will definitely see to it that all this is properly regulated”;
— “This is a problem that we must solve. It is being solved, but we will solve it definitively”.

%

for the post of head of state two more times: in 2024 and 2030.

4 We recall that after the adoption of amendments to the Constitution in 2020, Vladimir Putin has the opportunity to run

35 Shkolnikov A. Rotation of the Russian elite in the next 10 years. Available at: https://shkolnikov.info/articles/
136-chelovek-i-obshhestvo/98670-rotatsija-rossiyskoy-jelity-v-blizhayshie-10-let
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“...who in Russia is capable of ordering the
sovereignty strategy?.. The main customer for the
sovereignty strategy is Putin and a few people in
his entourage’’s.

“We believe that all the players in politics and
the economy must have a level playing field so that
nobody can gain any advantages by cozying up to
the authorities from the left or the right. This is
very important for the domestic and the potential
foreign investor. Nothing can be accomplished
without solving this issue. That is why the building
of alegal structure and the fight against corruption
take on such importance. This is not just routine
work in the law enforcement field. It is, in effect,
about creating a new image of the country...
Keeping all the players on the market at an equal
distance from the authorities, on the one hand,
and guaranteeing property rights, on the other,
is a cornerstone of the political and economic
spheres’’3.

Today, unfortunately, one cannot but recognize
that the President, in fact, continues to be the only
“customer for sovereignty” for the time being.
Although Vladimir Putin has been dealing with the

problem of nationalization of the elites since the
very beginning of his presidential term. If one were
to describe this long-term, multi-year work in a few
words, it would include the following:

1. The principle of “equidistance of all market
subjects from the authorities” announced by the RF
President on February 28, 2000%; as a result of its
practical implementation the most odious repre-
sentatives of the so-called Semibankirshina were
either arrested or forced to leave the country®.

2. The anti-corruption campaign initiated
by Vladimir Putin at the beginning of his third
presidential term (after the 2008—2011 presiden-
tial term of D.A. Medvedev), has limited the
possibilities of activity (criminal cases were initiated
against some officials, others left the country or
were removed from office “due to loss of confidence
of the head of state”, etc.) of such persons as
Defense Minister A. Serdyukov, former Minister
of Agriculture E. Skrynnik, acting Minister of
Economic Development of the Russian Federation
A. Ulyukayev, coordinator of the Expert Council
under the Government of the Russian Federation
(where he was appointed by the former Chairperson
of the Government of the Russian Federation

% Khaldei A. Transfer and the strategy of sovereignty: Customers and performers. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/

transfer_i_strategiya_suvereniteta_zakazchiki i ispolniteli

7 Vladimir Putin’s opening address at a meeting with high-level campaign workers, February, 28, 2000. Available at: http://

www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/24146
% Ibidem.

¥ The term “Semibankirshina” (“seven bankers”) was used in the Russian media in 1996 and several subsequent years to name
a group of the largest representatives of the Russian financial business (oligarchs) who played a significant political and economic
role, owned the media, and informally united, despite internal disagreements, in order to ensure the re-election of Boris Yeltsin

for the next term in the 1996 presidential election.

November 1, 1996, an interview with Boris Berezovsky was published in the Financial Times newspaper, in which he named
seven people who control more than 50% of the Russian economy and jointly influence the most important domestic political

decisions in Russia:
1. Vladimir Potanin (ONEXIM Bank),
2. Vladimir Gusinsky (Most-bank),
3. Mikhail Khodorkovsky* (MENATEP),
4. Pyotr Aven (Alfa-Bank),
5. Mikhail Fridman (Alfa-Bank),

6. Alexander Smolensky (Capital Savings Bank, since 1997 — SBS-Agro),

7. Boris Berezovsky (United Bank).

According to some media, Semibankirshina also included Vladimir Vinogradov (Inkombank) and Vitaly Malkin (Russian

Credit) (source: https://ria.ru/20111108/483944714.html).
* Included in the register of foreign agents.
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“With Putin’s assuming office as President
once again, the power clans have regained some
of the influence they lost during Medvedev’s
presidency and will not miss an opportunity
to use the anti-corruption campaign in their
own interests... The theme of the fight against
corruption was chosen because of its popularity
among the people... Repressions are still of a
pinpoint nature”.

“There is no example in the whole world when
the fight against corruption does not have an
element of intra-elite struggle for power and
influence... Putin needs, on the one hand, to stay
on the edge of the anti-corruption blade, and on
the other hand, not to scare the elites, because
there is no one to replace them with, the social
elevators in the country are almost inoperative”
(opinion of Evgeny Minchenko, director of the
International Institute for Political Expertise)+.

foreign citizenship for persons holding positions
“critically important for ensuring the security and
sovereignty of the country”, etc. Some experts very
mildly stressed that this “offended quite a large
number of quite influential people. From Medvedev
to very, very high-status liberals”*. However, in fact,
new “rules of the game” were being established for
the liberal elites; the new Constitution, according
to some estimates, “cut off market liberals from
power”, but even if it did not “cut them off”
completely, it at least created conditions under
which they were forced to turn in the direction of
patriotic moods.

“...The draft Constitution under discussion,
with allamendments, cuts off market liberals from
power in the long run.

The ruling elite was completely satisfied with
the current liberal version of the Constitution, it

D. Medvedev*!) A. Voloshin (a man whom some
experts call the “ideologue of the Family”+ and
the “brain of the liberal clan”*), as well as a huge
number of officials at the regional level*.

interpreted the laws as it wanted. The changes
were needed when the end of Putin’s fourth term
loomed on the horizon. The elite, apparently,
wanted to get amandate to change the Constitution

i h that would allow the ent syste
3. Amendments to the Constitution of the N stich a way that wotlid atlow current system

. R . . of power distribution to be preserved through a
Russian Federation initiated by the President in early

new configuration of state institutions... But it
2020%, among them were such as the priority of the | received an actual request for a new Constitution,

Constitution of the Russian Federation over the and of a paternalistic, Soviet type... %

norms of international law, the prohibition to have

4 Vinokurova E. Clan cleansing: What lies behind the Kremlin’s anti-corruption campaign. Available at: https://www.gazeta.
ru/politics/2012/11/28_a_4871461.shtml

4 Aleksandr Voloshin became coordinator of the Expert Council under the Government of the Russian Federation. Available
at: https://www.ng.ru/economics/2019-12-12/4_7751_news1.html

42 “Music of the spheres”: Why Aleksandr Voloshin returns to power. Available at: https://newizv.ru/news/politics/14-12-2019/
muzyka-sfer-zachem-vozvraschaetsya-vo-vlast-aleksandr-voloshin

4 Delyagin M. Voloshin came out of the shadows — the liberal clan is preparing for an offensive. /4 Realist. December 18,
2019.

4 Among them: Governor of the Sakhalin Region A. Khoroshavin, head of the Republic of Mari El L. Markelov, head of the
Republic of Komi V. Geyser, head of the Republic of Udmurtia A. Solovyov, ex-head of the Tula Region V. Dudka, ex-head of
the Kirov Region N. Belykh, ex-head of the Republic of Karelia A. Nelidov, ex-head of the Republic of Komi V. Torlopov, head
of the Bryansk Region N. Denin, ex-governor of the Ivanovo Region, vice-governor of the Moscow Region and vice-mayor of
Moscow M. Men, etc.

4 Presidential Address to the Federal Assembly on January 15, 2020. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/
news/62582

4 Khazin M. Putin is burning bridges. Available at: http://zavtra.ru/blogs/putin_szhigaet mosti

4 Who needs a new Soviet-style Constitution (editorial). Nezavisimaya gazeta. February 12, 2020. Available at: https://yandex.
ru/turbo?text=http%3A%2F %2 Fwww.ng.ru%2Feditorial %2 F2020-02-12%2F2_7792_editorial.html
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4. The beginning of the SMO, announced by
the President on February 24, 20224; after which
many representatives of the liberal elites left the
country, and many of the important people
who did not do this, but could not give up
their liberal worldviews, also lost their positions.
For example, Presidential Adviser V. Yumashev
is Boris Yeltsin’s son-in-law, a member of the
executive board and the board of trustees of the
Yeltsin Center; according to experts, Yumashev is
“one of the few remaining links between the Putin
administration and the Yeltsin government...
strategist and policy guide for the remnants of
the Family [actually beneficiaries of the unipolar
world in Russia]”#.

However, from the “equidistance of the oligarchs
from power” to the beginning of the SMO, the
solution to the problem of nationalization of
the elites was complicated by the need for the head
of state to “maneuver” between the interests of the
general population and the interests of the ruling
elites, who since the 1990s were associated with the
interests of Western countries, lobbied them, tried to
live and actually lived in the “fairway” of the liberal

the course.

“First, a former PREMIER (Kasyanov*) and
eight (!) former deputy prime ministers have fled
there [abroad]. At the same time, three more
former deputy prime ministers and at least one
acting deputy prime minister live in two countries.

Second, if we count the ex-heads of the
Presidential Administration (!) - Yumasheyv, Voloshin
and Chubais, as well as all the ministers and their
deputies (like Kozyrev, Skrynnik, Vavilov, Chuyan,
Reimer, etc.) who have fled Russia, that’s another
50 people. And | am not talking about dozens of
ex-governors and vice-governors and hundreds of
officials of the federal government alone.

Third, if we count those high-ranking officials
of the Russian Federation who have sent their
children abroad and, consequently, are preparing
to go there themselves in one way or another,
that’s dozens and dozens more people.

Fourth, despite the SMO, former deputy prime
ministers and former ministers continue to flee,
unhindered (Chubais, Kudrin) along with stolen
money and state secrets.

The list of former deputy prime ministers and
their current location: llya Klebanov - in Israel,
Alfred Kokh - in Germany, Arkady Dvorkovich - in
the USA, Aleksandr Khloponin - in Israel, Yakov
Urinson - in Israel, Maksim Akimov - in Israel,
Anatoly Chubais - In Italy, Andrei Kudrin - in
Israel...”s°.

48 Address of the President of the Russian Federation to the citizens of Russia on February 24, 2022. Available at: http://www.

kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843

4 Yeltsin’s son-in-law (“enforcer on the part of the Family”) resigned as Putin’s adviser. Zavtra. May 31, 2022.

3 Jvanov A. Israel, Italy, Germany, the United States, etc. Where the former deputy prime ministers of the Russian Federation

fled. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/events/izrail_italiya germaniya shtati i t d kuda svalili_bivshie vitce-prem_eri_rf

* Included in the register of foreign agents.

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast

Volume 16, Issue 6, 2023 25


http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843

At an Intermediate Stage on the Way toward Cultural Sovereignty

After the beginning of the SMO, when the so-
called “former Western partners” began aggressive
actions against Russia (in the broadest sense:
economic, political, military), the need to
always take into account the interests of elites
associated with the West in the system of public

“The main part of the oligarchy was dissatisfied
with these actions of the statespersons [SMO], as
it suffered from the economic sanctions imposed
by the West. Someone has demonstrated their
dissatisfaction with the flight from Russia and
the withdrawal of capital from it. And someone
began to look for an opportunity to remove the
statespersons, and above all President Vladimir
Putin, from power. It was this group that played on
the political ambitions of the head of the Wagner
Group Yevgeny Prigozhin”>'.

“It should be understood that Prigozhin, of
course, is not an independent figure... since the
days of his very active activity in Saint Petersburg,
he certainly had partners, companions, and
curators in various government bodies of the
Russian Federation, including the Presidential
Administration. And later, when he started a very
large business in Africa, which concerned not
only his private military company (the campaign
associated with Prigozhin was engaged in politics
there, lobbying for the interests of big business,
etc.; a campaign in which a large number of those
in power and those who make decisions were
involved). And, of course, after he joined the SMO,
these connections did not vanish... he has his own
clear role; in this sense, he is connected to many
persons’’>2,

administration has significantly decreased, although
it has not disappeared completely. This was clearly
demonstrated by the attempt of an armed rebellion
by E. Prigozhin, which, as experts noted, was an
attempt “to remove the statespersons and, above
all, President V. Putin from power” by a certain
“group of oligarchs” and which eventually brought
the country to the brink of a “failure of Russian
statehood”3.

Nevertheless, the further process of forming new
elites in the country, capable of working more
effectively and guided solely by national interests,

is complicated by other factors: first, the need to
nurture a new generation of elites (to this end, the

President is taking many steps to raise not just a
new, nationally oriented elite, but a new generation
of Russians, from among which this elite will be
subsequently created);

“...A genuine elite can be reproduced only if
its concentration in power exceeds 50%... Where
will the president find such a large number of
necessary personnel at one time? Even if we assume
that the entire Izborsk Club will be called up for
public service, then in this case a second problem
arises - experience, the need to understand the
essence and details of the organizational work of
the state machine. And this means that it will not
work right to the very top; and if they do not make
it to the very top right away, then they will either
be devoured or face such strong resistance and
sabotage that the president will have to manually
guide everyone personally through all levels of
government to the very top”’>4.

31 Gaponenko A. The Stalinist Revolution. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/voprosi_stalinizma_8

32 Skorobogaty P. (Deputy editor-in-chief, editor of the Policy Department of the journal Ekspert, expert of the Center for
Applied Research and Programs). Video interview in the Neutral Zone program (video blog by Israeli journalist A. Waldman).
June 26, 2023. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vt2qH 1Sk4dc

3 Dugin A. After the mutiny. The bifurcation point. Available at: https://izborsk-club.ru/24505

3 Korovin V. Where are you, Putin’s commissars? Available at: https://izborsk-club.ru/23998
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Second, the need to “adjust” the effective

operation of social and personnel “elevators”, so that
they could be used by people who, for example,

have proven themselves in the implementation of
tasks in the course of the SMO (it is no coincidence
that Vladimir Putin was asked about this during his
meeting with war correspondents, and the head of
state’s answer makes it clear that this task has not
been solved yet);

Excerpt from the meeting with the war
correspondents>:

S. Pegov: “Unfortunately, the existing
bureaucratic system is set up in such a way that
those who are good at serving on the parquet
floor.... There are a lot of talented people now,
good daring guys, but the system prevents them
from rising the top. How can we resolve this issue
so that we get new gems in our military affairs and
in the art of war?”

V. Putin: “Of course, we need to look for
people like that. There are many of them, you are
absolutely right. The Defense Minister and the
Chief of General Staff completely share my
position, | have mentioned this issue many times,
and they say: “Of course, we must do this”. You
are right in saying that, just like in any ministry,
they have a multi-layered bureaucracy. Certainly,
we need to create social mobility mechanisms,
including those that locate such people and elevate
them to the required levelin the army and society”.

“The downside of this scenario, like any other
revolutionary one, is the inevitable weakening
of the state and the emergence of so many
vulnerabilities, which, with the current civili-
zational confrontation with the West, will give the
latter a lot of opportunities to take advantage of
the situation and come with all chances to seize
power, control over nuclear facilities and part of the
regions, provoke civil conflict, famine, dysfunction
of centralized government, separatism and the
annexation of regions with a weakening of the
center and a lot of smaller problems, because the
West does not need Russia at all. And whether
it will be possible to rebuild it again and by what
forces is the big question that stands above this
whole scenario, filled with so many costs that a
true statesperson and patriot of Russia will decide
on it only as a last resort”S.

Third, a rapid change of the elites in the near

future is impossible due to the ongoing civilizational

confrontation between Russia and the Collective

West. The revolutionary scenario (rather than
the conservative one, which Vladimir Putin is
implementing) of reassembling the personnel
base of the public administration system creates
additional risks to it, which external forces that
prevent the strengthening of Russia’s sovereignty
will certainly take advantage of, and there is no
doubt about it.

5 Meeting with war correspondents. Available at: http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/713911
¢ Korovin V. Where are you, Putin’s commissars? Available at: https://izborsk-club.ru/23998

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast

Volume 16, Issue 6, 2023

27



At an Intermediate Stage on the Way toward Cultural Sovereignty

‘(17—6 (£)S1 ‘Isp22.40 ‘Spuad] ‘Sjov :$a3uUDY?) [P120S PUD J1ui0U0I7 “UOIIqNY Y} J9YJe PLol JNOIYIP
(T207) ‘AN AIOA “"V°A UIA]] :9[0131R AU} Ul pajuasald ST SULIOIIUOW Y] JO ANSSI ISI1) Y1) SI[O1MIe () Ul paysijqnd uaaq dAeY SINSAI S ‘SYIUOW G| J0J U0 U103 uddq sey I sy ‘7z0T

aunyf dduIs SULIOJIUOW ) FUNONPUOI U IARY M JUPISAId ¥ Yl AQ pausdIs sjoe [e39] A1ojen3ar jueiroduwr 3sow o1} Jo JULIOIUOW A1) JO UOTIBNUIIUOD © ST LIASUT SIY L, ;¢

‘Touuosiad Arejrur (00 0z€ 1 SuIpn[oul ‘syun (¢ [ ‘60 ¢ JO JUnowre ay) Ul paysIjqelsd uaaq sey UONBIIPI] ULISSNY Y} JO S90I0,] Paully 3y} JO
ISuans aWn-{[nJ oy |, *  UONBIIPI] URISSIY ) JO SIII0 PIULIY Y} JO Y)Sud1)s 18NS ) JO JUIWYSI[qRISI Y) UQ),, ST II( — [ JIqUIdA(

"Spaau [eI1opa) 10 s1onpoixd
Jo Sofe1ed [eI19pa) B JO 9OUBULIUIBW pUB UOIBULIOJ o) SINSUS Jey) SOIS0[0Uy09) UOIIBWLIOJUT Sk [[om St “YIom JuISo[eied 10J AIessaoou aIe jey)
SIUSWNOOP AI01B[NFAI ISYI0 PUE SY00Q OUIIJAI ‘SISIISSE[O ‘SPIaU [eIopa] 10] s1onpoid Jo So[e1ed [BISPI] & SOPN[OUT YOIYMm ‘PaleaId Juraq SI Spasu
[e19p3} J0J WAsAs SurSore)ed jonpoid [eIOPI) Y * IPI0 ISUIJIP )8)S AY) UQ,, MBT [BIIPA] 3} 0) SYUSWPUIWE UQ),, MET [BIIPA] — LT JOqUIIAON

‘TouuosIad ATej[Iiiu paseadap Jo sIaquiall Afruuey Joj sainseaw oddns [e100s Jo
uonejuawdduwr Ay) 03 yorordde payiun e SUTWLIOJ J& PIWIR SI ME[ V * UOI)BIIPIY URISSIY Y} JO SIADUISE JUIWIIIOJUI Y} JO SIA0[dUId ‘uoryerdpay
urIsSny Y} Jo SpIens AuLIy [BuUoneN 9Y) JO S9dL0[durd ‘urd)SAS JUIWIIIONUI [eudd 3Y) JO SAPOQ pue SUOHNIISUI JO SIAAO[dUId “IIIAIIS AL )L)S YY)
‘uonBIIPIY UBISSNY JY) JO SAPO( SIBJJL [BUIIUI IY) JO SIIINYJO SUIPUBWNIOD puk AIRUIPIO ‘Surure) L1ejiur 10§ dn paj[ed sudznid ‘[Puuossad Arejiu
JOJ dduenSul Y)edy pue JI[ Ie)s L1osndurod uQ,, Me [BIPI ) JO H] PUB [/ SIONIY 0) SHUIWPUIUWIR UQ),, MBT [BIIPI] — LT JOqUIIAON

“payrduts usaq sey [ouuosiad Areyiw 1o sasruald [eryuapisal unual 10§ aI1npadold ay | *Spaau [edidiunw pue 3)e)s Joj
SIJIAIIS “SHIOM ‘SPo0S Jo JuawaIMd01d Jo POL AY) Ul WA)SAS JOLIIUO0I YY) U(),, MET [BIIPA] Y) 0) SYUIWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIIP] — T JOGUIIAON]

‘pareadar uaaq sey A1eal] dy3 Jo uoredrier ) Jojy Surpraord
1 [N *  A)BAI], UuBg-)SL-Ied[dNN] dAISUYdIduro) 3y} Jo uonedynel uQ,, Me [BIIp3] 9Y) 0) SJUSWPUIWE U(),, MB [BIIPI — T JOQUIDAON

"SUOTIBIASD 9S9Y) JO UONIB[[90URD Y] SE [[oM S
‘JOQISY) Sealk UTBLID Ul JO UOIBIOPA,] UBISSNY Y} JO AI0JLLID) 9Y) UO AOUITISWS JO Jem JO 9)B)S B JO JUIAS S} UI SUIZIIIO JO SWOPII] pue sjyu
9 JO UONOLISAI o) 01 PAIe[aI SIILaI) [BUONBUISIUI ISpUn SuUonesI[qo S WOl SUONRIAID Inoqe adoIng JO [I0UNno)) Y} JO [BIQUID) AIB}AId9S
o) SULIOJUT UONBIOPI] UBISSIY Y} 1By} POPNJOXa SI UOISIA0Id dY [ * ME[ [BIIBW Y} UQ),, MET [BUOINIISUO)) [BIIPI] Y} JO 7T PUB L SI[ONIY
pue  KJuaSIouwd Jo 3)e)s AY) UQ,, MET [BUOHMIISUOC)) [BIIPI] Y} JO L€ [NV 0) SJUIWPUIWE U(),, ME [BUONNIIISUO)) [BIIPA] — T JIGUIAON

SALLITIOVA 40 NOILOALOUd LSTHONYAL-TINV A0 INANIAOId NI ‘MVT TVILIVIA 40 NOLLVZINVOIO
‘SANSSI NOLLVZITIGON XATdINOD TVIILSNANI-AIVLITIN
AHL dOTIAAA OL ‘SYAIINIIN ATINVA YITHL ANV OIS THL 40 SINVAIDLLIVd JHL Td0ddNS OL STANSVAI

<€T0T “ST 19qUIdINR( 0} £7 19q0)0( Wo) potiad oy ul
UONRIIPI UBISSNY dY) JO JUIPISAL Y) Aq PIUSIS (SIAIIIP ‘SMe]) S)I. [39] A10)e[N3I JO SULIOJUOTA]

S pasuy

28 ‘ Volume 16, Issue 6, 2023 Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast



Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V.

EDITORIAL

"UONRIIPA] URISSITY dY} JO JUWAO[AJ(] JIWOUOIH JO ANSIUTIA ) AQ pAUTULIAIAP
Xopur 2911d JoWnNSu0d JY) JO AMJeA Y} U0 PIseq Jedk [BIOUBUIJ IXJU JU} J0J PISeaIoul SI junowe payroads oy, yiuow 13d sa[qnr UOI[[Iu AL
P999X9 JOU PINOYS ‘SIUNOIIE Jueq IAYJO0 0} Jueq PIZLIOYINE U. Ul JUNOIIL Jjeredds e wolj spuny Jo Junum Aq dpew 3q ued o1y Jo judwied
‘(1030B1JU09) 10}0BIIUO0D PeAY Y] JO SASUAAX JO JUNOWE Y} TIPIO ISUJIP 3)BIS Y] JO UONNIAXI A} Jo 1ed se ‘Jey) pajendns st *  UOI)BIIPIY
urISSny dY) JO S)I IANL[SISI[ JO SUOISIA0I UIeLIID JO UOISUIASNS pue UONRIIPI UBISSNY JY) JO S)B IANE[SISI] UIRLIID 0) SJUIWPUIWE U(Q),, ME]
[BI3P3] dY) JO € NIV pue  IIpIQ SUIR( e¥IS dY) UQ,, MET [BIIPA] Y} JO €8 I[NNIV 0) SJUSUWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIIPI] — 7] QU

*'SUBIQ)AA JBqUIOD Sk [[am Sk ‘uonerado Arejrua [erdads oy Jo porrad ay) SuLmnp salIolLLId) payroads ay) Ul way) 0) pausIsse Syse)
) pow0j1ad oym 3soy) (10) pue UOISIY UOSIAY Y} pue uoI3RY 24yzorodeyz ) ‘O1riqnday s,9[dood ysuesn| Y3 oqnday s.o1dodq ysxuoq
U] ‘aureny) JO SALIOILLIA) Ay} ur uonerado Arejiu [eroads U3 ur Jred 00l pue UOIIRIIPA] UBISSIY AU JO SIAIOUAZE JUIWIIIOJUD ‘UONBIIPI]
ueIssny Y} Jo pleno) euoneN a3 Jo sdoor) 9y “waIsAs JuatuddIoud [eudd dy) JO SAIPOQ PuB SUOHINIIISUL “QIIAIS A1) J)eIS A} ‘SAIPOq SIIeje
[BUIIUL U) UI ‘9OIAIIS ATR)I[IWL UL PIAIIS dABY OUm SUOSIAd sapnjout I “os1IdIdjud [B100S € JO sniels ) AImboe 0] SISSAUISNg PIZIS-WNIPAW pue
[rewrs smojfe yorym 10J juswio[duud Jo uoisiaoid oy} ‘Surpuedxd SI SUIZIID JO SILI0FIIBD J[qRIAUINA A[[BIDOS JO ISI[ AU [, *  UONJBIIPI UeISSNy dY)
Ul SASLIAId)UD PIZIS-WNIPIW Pue [[BUS JO JUIWAO[IAIP AY) U(),, MET [BIIPA] Y] JO [T SNV 0) SJUIWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIIP] — 7T QU

‘sonted 9y JO SOLIOILLI] 9] UI SINUAD JUIUIel) 1equiod
Jo uonerodo pue JUIWYSIQRIS? Y} UO SANIed Y] UddM]IQ UOIORINUT J0J INPId0xd Y3 SQUIop JuatudIdy YL "PAYNeI ST ‘€707 ‘8T UdIBN
UO YSULJA] Ul paugis ‘snie[og Jo o1qnday] 93 pue UONBIIPI] UBISSNY ) JO S90I0] Py 9y JO [ouuosiad Arejriua Jo Sururel) jurof I10J s191Uad
Sururen jequod Jo uonerado pue JUIWYSI[eIS? Y} U0 snIe[aq Jo o1qnday ay) pue UONBIIPI] UBISSIY Y} U9IMIQ JUSWIATY Y [, * SNIB[Rg
JO J1[qnddY 3Y) puk UOIIBIIPI UBISSIY Y]} JO SIII0 pauLLy dY) Jo [Puuostdd L1ejiiu Jo Sururer) juiof 10§ SI19)udd Suurer) yequiod Jo uornerddo pue
JUSWIYSI[q®)SA Y) U0 SNIB[dY JO dqnday] dY) pue UOHBIIPI] URISSIY Y} UIIM)I( JUIWIAITY 3Y) Sulsjnel uQ,, MeJ [BIpy — 7 IquRJ

‘3urdnois [euorgar
U3 woiy ($9210J) sdooxy ‘s1orrenbpeay JO SANIALIR J1BqUIOD pue A[rep a3 0} SI3Ja1 yorym ‘  Surdnolis [euor3al e Jo uruonouny,, wid) ay) Surpnjout
‘A3ojouriura) Y3 SAYLIR[D ‘JUAWIAIZY Y1 Jo 9[quureard ay) Jo Juaiu0d Y] sjepdn [000301J YL "PIYNRI SI 7707 ‘€ JoqUIAII( UO JSUTJA U paugIs
‘L661 ‘61 12quuadd( parep a1ayds Areinfip Yl ur AJndaS [BUOISIY JO UOISIAOI JUIOf UO SnIedg Jo o1qnday Yyl pue UOIIBIdP] UBISSITY )
UIIM)IQ JUIWAIZY AY) 0] SJUAWPUIWY UO SnIe[ag Jo d1qnday dy) pue UONLBIIPI] URISSITY AY) UdIMIAQ [09010IJ UL ‘. L66T ‘6T Jqudd(
pajep AYdS AIRIIAl dY) Ul LJLINJIS [BUOISIY JO UOISIACLJ JUIOL U0 SNIBPY JO J1qnddy dY) pue UOHEBIIPI] UBISSNY dY) UIIM)I(Q JUIWIIISY
9Y) 0) SHUIWPUIWY U0 SNIB[PY JO IA[qndIY dY) pue UONLIIPI] UBISSIY dY) UIIM)I( [090)0.1J ) SuILJjel uQ),, Me [BIP] — 7T QU

G 1I9sU] JO uonenunuo))

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast Volume 16, Issue 6, 2023 ‘ 29



At an Intermediate Stage on the Way toward Cultural Sovereignty

“PaYSI[qeISa a1k suolje[al [e39] JO $103(qns payyroads ay) £q SONIANOE J19Y} Jo uonejuaws[duw oY) J0j SUONIPUOD
[eS9] oY) ‘UONIppE U] "PIONPOIIUT ST , WSLIGAIUN[OA JO IUAD 90IN0SAI,, JO 1dooU09d oY) pue pPayLIR[d Ik  UONEBZIULIIO JOJIUN[OA,, ¢ SONIANOR
199)unjoA Jo s19ziuesio,, Jo s3daouood oy |, * U0 BIIPI URISSIY Y} JO S)IE ANE[SISI UIR)III 0) SYUIWPUIWE UQ),, BT [BIIPI] — LT JOqUIIAON

"UONBIIPIH URISSITY Y] UT A[IWre] 9U3 JO JBaX ) J0J ddn1wwo)) Jurziue3iQ
dy) Jo uosradirey) pajurodde uaaq Sey BAOYI[OD) "Y', UONBIAPA] URISSIY ) JO ISIUTIA dwLld Ainda(] "uoneIdpa] ueIssny Y} Ut A[reueq a3
JO Te9X QU] JOJ SJUSAD UTeW 9} JOJ SUIOUBUIJ JO SIOINOS JUIULIIIP 0} ‘UONRIIPI UBISSITY Y} UI AJIWUE] 9Y) JO JBIX I} JOJ SIUIAD Urew ) I0J
ue[d e Jo [eaoxdde pue Juawdo[aAap A3 2INSUS 0} €707 ‘LT Ioquada( Aq uonisodwod sy aaordde pue uoneIapa UeISSIY Y} Ul A[Twe] Yyl Jo
Jeax ) 10J 99RO SUIZIUEBSIO UR WI0J 0} PAIONIISUL U Sk UOIIRIIPI] UBISSNY U] JO JUIWUIAOL) AU} ‘PIeIAI SIY) U] "UOIBIIPI] UBISSY
QU1 ur A[rwreq 9y3 JO JBaX Y3 PAIL[IIP SI $70T ° UONBIIPI UBISSIY YY) Ul A[Iue] dY) JO 183X dY) SUIp[oY UQ,, SL8 IR — TT IdqUIdAON

‘ME[ [ereW Jo poLdd 9yl SULInp WnNpuald)jdl [Bd0] B pUL UONIRIIPI] UBISSITY U} JO AU JUINIISUOD B JO WNPUIIJJAL B ‘S[AAI[
SNOLIBA J& SUOI199[ SUIp[OY pue SuIZIue3I0 10} 2Inpadold ay) Surpiesal opewr Suraq e saguey)) ° SPIdU [eddIUNW PUE J)B)S I0J SIIAIIS ‘SHIOM
‘Spoo3 Jo JuUdWIRINI0Ad JO PRL AY) UI WIISAS JOBIUOD Y} U(),, MBT [BIIPI 9Y) JO | J[ONIY pPUB  UONBIIPI URISSHY dY) JO SUIZNID JO WNPUIIIYII
e ur djednnaed o) JysLI 3Y) pue SHPYSLI [BI0)II[D JO SIAJuURIENG JISB(q U(),, MET [BIOPI] Y} 0) SJUSWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIPI] — P JOQUISAON

"AI0J1113) S A1)Unod ay) Jo Jred ur mej [eniiew Jo pourad a3 SULINp UONBIIPA]
UBISSITY AU} JO SUOIIII[Q [enyuapIsaid ay3 Jo 1onpuod pue uoneredard ay) Jo so1j1oads oyl ysi[qelsa Aewr HFD Y[, *  Wwnpuarajal e ur ajedronied o)
UONBIIPA URISSITY Y} JO SUIZNIO JO YT ) pue SIYSU [BIOIIJ[ JO saajueIeng OI1seq UQ),, MBT [BIOP] AU} JO [°(] 9OV YIIM 90UBPIOIIE UL
PIoY 9q Aewr A1031119) 91} JO ed Yyons Ul SUONIID [eNUIPISAId “UOTIRIIPA] UBISSIY ) JO AIOIILIA) U] Jo 1ed e U0 pasoduul ST me[ [eriJew JI jey)
parendns st 1 ‘renonged Uy © WnpuaIdjal e ul ediornied 01 UOIIRISPI] URISSIY Y3 JO SUAZNID JO IYSLI 9Y) puk SIYSLI [BI01IJ[ JO SadjueIens dIseq
uQ,, MBT [BI2Pa] Y3 JO SUoIsIAoId a3 [3Im Qul[ OJuT JYSnoIq a1k  UONBIIPI UBISSIY ) JO JUIPISAIJ A} JO UOTIOI[H Y} UQ),, MBT [BISP] Yl JO
SUOISIA0Id QU | *, UOT)RIIPI] UBISSIY ) JO JUIPISALJ Y) JO UOHIJD AY) U(),, MBT [BIIPA] ) 0) SPUSWIPUIWR U(),, MBT [BIIPA] — $] JOGUISAON

‘Surourul Yons Ino A1red 01 sAem [qIssod U0 UOIBWIOJUT
se [[om se ‘sojedronaed uoneIdpaq ueIssy 9yl yorym ur judwdinba Arejruu pue suodeam SUTAJOAUT SUOIIOR JOUJ0 JO SUONRIddO WSLIOLI)
-J1UNOo9 ‘suonjerado ATeyiu I2IJUod paLIe Ul AWAud Y] 2dueUlj 01 [esodord e SUTUILIUOD puk MB[ Y] JO UOHB[OIA UT PAJBUIWIISSIP UOTIBWIOJUT
0} $S900€ 3UIIDLIISAX JOJ SapIaoId )] * SUONBIDOSSE SNOISI[AI U0 PUB JIUIIISUOD JO WIOPIDIJ U(),, MET [BIPI] 3Y) JO 9] JONIY pue  uonddjod
UOI)BULIOJUI pUE SIIZ0[OUYII) UOHBULIOJUI ‘UON)BULIOJUI U(),, MBT [RIIP] Y) JO €G] JONIY 0) SJUIWPUIWE U(),, MPT [BIIP] — T JOQUIdAON

SNOLLVIANTD Y¥HONNOA HHL 40 ONITONIIAd ) ANV NOLLVONdd
‘SINAOV NOITIOA A0 SALLIALLOV AHL ALVINOTA ANV ALINJAS NOLLVINIOANI LOALOYd OL STINSVAIN

G 1I9sU[ Jo uonenunuo))

30 ‘ Volume 16, Issue 6, 2023 Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast



Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V.

EDITORIAL

"SIOIOM [BDIpAw 0) sjudwAed Arejouowr Surje[nuuns Jo uorejudwd[duwr ) J0J Sk [[om sk ‘[auuosidd [edorpawered pue SI0J00P JO UONBISUNUIAL
JY] JOJ SUOIIBZIUBIIO [BIIPIUW JO SASUAAXI I} 9OULBUIJ-0D 0} IIPIO UI JAIISAI IDUBINSUI PIZI[BWLIOU B JO UOIIBWLIOJ 9} JOJ Spunj [BLIOILIIA) JO
$193pnq Jy) 01 punyg ddueInsuj [edIPIJN Arosndwo)) [erapaq 3yl Jo 193pnq 3y} Woij pIpIAoid dre SIQJSULI) [BIUIWIIAOTINU] °  UONBIIPA
UBISSY dY) ul dueInsul [edIpawr L10s[nduiod uQ,, Meq [eIOpy] 9Y) JO [ pue ] SIONIY 0) SUSWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIPI] — LT JOQUIAON

‘saruedwod Jo dnoiS [BUONBUIIIUL UB 0] UOIIE[AI Ul UOIIBIUIWNIOP NS
0] 2In[rey I0J SUIPN[OUI ‘UONBIIPI] URISSITY 3} JO PO XB], I JO SUOISIAOId UTBLIAD JO SUONE[OIA I0J PISBIIOUL A6 SAUL] "PIYLIe[d 1. suosiad
[ons Uddam1aq Suordesuer] Yim Uordduuod ul [01Iu0d xe) Joj aunpadord ay) pue ‘sarued are suosiad juapuadapIdjul ydrym 0} suonoesuer) ul
(enuaaazr yyoid) awodur Sururraldp 1oy spoylow SurA[dde 10] a1npadsoid Ay} sk [[om Se ‘paysI[qeIsd a1k Juapuadoplajul sk suosiad SuIziugooar 10J
SpUNOI3 [eUONIPPY "21EIS A} JO SUONLII[qO UINIPUIAXI 93 9dUBUILJ 0 JWOIUL JO SIJINOS [EUONIPPE 9JBIAUIF 03 JIPIO UL ‘SINNP J1e3S JO UOTIII[0D
‘Xe] UOI19BIIXD [BISUIW XB) JWOdUl 91eI0dI0D ‘SIXe) ISIOXI JO UOIjexe) JO SWII) Ul S99) pue sdXe) UO UONBIIPI URISSIY AU} JO UOIIB[SISI] )
Suraoxduwr je pawre ST Me[ [eIdpaJ Y *  UONBIIPI] UBISSIY YY) JO S)IOB JANE[SISI] JO SUOISIAOLd UIB)IID JO UON)EPI[BAUI PUB UOI)BIIPI] UBISSIY )
JO S1O® JANE[SISI] UIB)IID ‘UONBIIPI UBISSIY d1Y) JO PO)) XEB], Y} JO OM], PUk U S)EJ 0) SHUIWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIOP] — LT JOQUISAON

* Aueduo))
Y90)S JUIOL 0FIIUIWALY JO SAIBYS PIUMO A[[RIIPI) JO BIUILL) JO J[qnddY 9y Jo dIYSISUMO Y} 0) JJSUeI) Y} UQ,, $S I — €] JOqUIIAON

“way) 01 parjdde 9q 10U [[IM UOIBNIIS JIOY) UISIOM JBY) S99] PUB SaXB) U0 UONE[SIS JO suoisiaoid oY)
161} S99IURIENS SOUSI[QRISO UONBIIPI] UBISSY Y} JO 9p0)) XB[ d) Woym 10 s1okedxe) Jo ISI[ Sy} UI papn[oul a1k SOUOZ JIUIOUO0I [e1d3ds JO SJuapIsal
aIe oym s1okedxe] * UONBIIPI] UBISSIY Y} JO AP0 XE], Y} JO dUQ e JO SOT PUB G SIPNIY 0) SJUIWPUIWE UQ),, MET [BIIPA] — T JIQUIIAON

“JuotudoraAdp Ansnpur 1omod 91119919 JO PRI A} UT SISLLIBQ JATIRISIUTIUPE SUTAOWIAI J& PIWIE ST ME[ AU [ *  UONRIIPI]
urISSIY 9Y) JO S)OE IANE[SISI] UL pue  Ansnpul Jamod dLNIJP uQ,, MBT [BIPI] Y) 0) SJUIWPUIWE U(),, MPT [BIPI] — T JOGUIdAON

's19110dx9 HN'T JO 181] Ay} Surpuedxa pue se3 [einjeu paryanbi| jJo uononpoxd
91 10 $199(01d Surdo[oAdp 1€ pature St Me[ AU [, * JH0dXd Se3 u(Q),, Me| [BI3P3] 3Y) JO € J[OILIY 0) SJUSWPUIWE U(),, MB [BIIPI] — T JOQUIDAON]

*93e)s paryonbry e ur ses [einjeu Jo 110dx? pue uononpoid 9] SUISeAIdul JI0J SUONIPUOD I)eAID puk WaIsAS A[ddng sen
PAIu) Y3 WOIJ JJOWI AJJUBIIJTUSIS SILIOILIII] UT PIIBIO] SIAIISAI SeF 931e[ 9Z1jouowu 01 [qIssod 1 e [[Im Me [eIdPI] 9U3 JO uonejudwaduur
AU L "9pnine[ ylou sadI3dp /9 JO YHOoUu pajedo] pue[ UO Seale ddeInsqns Jo sIasn 03 9e1s payanbi| e ur sesd [einjeu 10dxd 03 1YSLI SAISN[IXd AU}
Sunueis je powre e saueyd Y *JI0dxd Sed uQ,, MeT [BIIPI] 9Y) JO € PUB T SIONIY 0) SHUIWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIOPI] — T JOQUISAON

VNIIV TYNOLLVNIALNI FHL NI ONIANTONI AINONODA SAYINNOD AHL ONINAHLONAILLS
‘NOILLVINdOd TVIANAD HL OL LI0ddNS DIAONODI-01D0S AAIAOYd OL STANSVAN

G 1I9sU] JO uonenunuo))

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast Volume 16, Issue 6, 2023 ‘ 31



At an Intermediate Stage on the Way toward Cultural Sovereignty

‘poreIngar
OS[e 1B SAIPOQ IITAIIS JUIWAO[d W Y} JO SANIANOR PUB UONBZIULSIO Y} JO SANSSI Y |, "PAYSI[RISA Ik ‘TedA snoiaaxd ay) J10J Xopul yimolI3g ao1d
IWnSuod Ay} JUNodIe OJul upfe) ‘UOreXapul [enuue IdY) J0J UONIPUOI ) puk S1Jaudq JudwAojdwaun JO sjunowe WNWIXEW pue WNIUI
UL ‘papraoid a1e YInoA pue ‘ad1AIds ATejrru pajo[dwod aaey oym suosiad ‘ardoad pajqesip jo juawio[dwd a3 Sunjowolrd je pawre 1roddns ajels
JO sainseaw [erdads pue ‘payjLre[d sI UoIsIAoId 11aY) 10} 2Inpadoid Y} ‘pazrewalsas are uonowold juswAordwa jo piay ay3 ur oddns ajess Jo
SQINSEAW Y [, "PaysI[qeIsd are pahordwoun se suaznrd Surzru3odal 10J SpUnoI3 Ay} pue ‘ JesSIusIp Jo S Je Sudznmn,, © Suazn pahordwoun,,
.90l & 10J SUDOO[ SUAZNID,, :3UIpn[our ‘paurgap are uonowoid jusawAo[dwd jJo pay 2yl ur s3daduod d1seq YL "qof € J0J Sun{00[ SUAZNID I0J
sarnseaw oddns 93e1s JO WAISAS JUALIND JY] puk 13IBW I0ge[ Y] UONENIIS JUALIND Y] JUNOIJe OJul Jumyel ‘(g ‘1 Arenue( wWolj sUOe[al
JjuowAo[dwa Jo uone[n3al [e3J] MAU B 10§ SIPIA0Id MeT [BIOPI] AU, * UONBIIPI urIsSIy Y} ul Judwso[dud uQ,, Me| [B13pa] — 7] JAquIddR

“UONDI[[0d I3} JO POYISW Y] JO SSO[PILSaI ‘SANLIOYINE [BO0] IO SUOISIAIPANS S ‘9181S SUTIORIIUOY) B JO J[eYdq UO PIIAJ[ SIXE]
aWodUI 0) PUE $AJR)S FuNoLIU0D) Y} JO 10q 10 JUO JO SJUIPIsal a1k oym suosiad o) sardde 11 1ey) sopraoid JuawaaIdy Y [ "PaylIel a1 ‘70T ‘S
QuUN( UO JBISNJA] UI PAUSIS [000)01{ SII pUB UOISBA PUE S0UBPIOAY XE[ JO UOTIUAASIJ 9Y) PUB SOXB] SWIOOU] 0} 109dsal M UONeXe] 9[qno(] Jo
UONBUTWI[H Y} U0 UBUIQ) JO 9JBUR)NS 9] JO JUSWIUISA0L) ) PUB UONBISPS,] UBISSIY 9 JO JUSUIUIAOL) Y] UIIMIQ JUIWIAIFY oY | * [090)01]
S)I pUE UOISBAT PUE JDUEBPIOAY XEB], JO UONUIAIIJ 1) PUE SIXB], SWOIU] 0) }93dSa1 Y)IM Uonexe], Jqno(J Jo UoneUIWI[H dY) U0 UBHW() JO )eUR)NS
31} JO JUDUIILIIA0L) YY) PUE UOI)RIIP] URISSIY Y} JO JUIWIUIIAOL) YY) UIIM)IQ JUIWIITY ) JO UONBIYNR U(Q),, MET [BIIPY] — 7] J9qUIdNI(

"PAUTWLIANAP ATk UOISNY UOSIAYY pue uoI3dy dAyzoiodez
‘onqnday s.o1doaq ysuedn ‘orqnday s,9[dosd JSIAUO( AUl JO SALIOILIII) Y] UI AJIANOR [RLIISNPUI dje[nuuns 0} sarnseaw jJo uonedrdde ayy
Jo sonuernnoad U], ©  UoneIIPI] ueissny Yy ur Ldrod [eLnsnpul uQ,, Me [BIPI] IY) 0) SJUSWPUIWE UQ),, MBT [BIIPI] — [ QU

"S9[qNI UOI[IQ $°G6S ‘T ST IOYAP AU} ‘SA[qNI UOI[Iq £ (99 9€E
— sarnyIpuadxa ‘s9[qnu UOI[[Iq £°G9()‘GE SI SaNUAdI 193pnq [BIoPa) JO Junowe [0} paidafoid oy “jusdrad ¢y SUIPIIOXa Jou d)el UOIB[JUI UB PUB
so[qn UOI[[Iq 956°6L] JO 3onpoid o1sawop ssoid pajosfod ay) Uo paseq PauIlLIAdP Ak () 10J 198pnq [BIOPaJ AU} JO SOISLIAIORIBYD UTBW AU |
'9707 pPue S0z Jo pourad Suruueld oY) J0J pue 7 (g 10 UOIIBIIPI] UBISSNY Y3 JO JUdWdO[IAIP OILIOU0I-0100S AU} JO ISBIAI0J 91} JO UOISIAA JISeq

) UO paseq SI MBT [BISPa] U] 9707 Pue S70Z Jo poridd Suruueld ay) Joj pue $z (7 10§ 198pnq [e19pdJ 3Y) UQ,, M [BIIPA] — LT JOQUIdAON

"S9IqNI 88 €18 29 [[Im uorsuad doueInSul UL 0)
juswAed paxiy B JO JunOWe Y] ‘SA[qNI GO €€ 29 [[IM JUDFA0D uoisuad auo JO IS0 Y] ‘p7( ‘1 Alenue( WOIJ :UOHRJUI JO [9AJ] Y3 JUNOIJE OJUL
Supye) ‘suaznid 10§ uorsiaotd uorsuad JO [9A9] 9 SUISBIAIOUT J& PIWIE SI MBT [BIIPI] Y [, ° SuoIsudd jo judwsed pue jusunjurodde ay) uo uoneIapay
uRISSIY JY) JO S)OB IANR[SISI] UIB)IID 0) SJUIWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIIPI] Y} JO (] IONIY 0) SJUSWPUIWE U(),, MET [BIIPY] — LT JIQUIIAON

“Ju0019d g UL SSI] OU FUTOQ 18 POUTULINNIP ST “TRIA 1XoU Y] JOJ 9FeM WNWIUTW JY) SUNISS UM TUNOIIL OIUT UIY L] SI YOIym ‘98em URIPIW Y}
0] 9em WNWIUIW dY) JO 011 AY) ‘77 WO} ‘Os[y "yiuow Jad sa[qni 747 6] JO Junowe sy} Ul 707 ‘1 ATenuef Woij o3em WINWITUTW 9) S}3S MB[
[eI9pa) oY [, * . SUOISIA0Ad [enpIAIpUI S JO UOISUIASNS UO pue  dFem WNWIUIW 3Y) UQ),, MET [€IIPI] Y} JO | I[NV 0) SJUIWPUIWE U(),, MET [BIIPA]
31} JO € pue 7 SI[ONIY JO UOI)EPI[eAUl pUE  dFeM WNWIUIW Y) UQ),, MET [BIIPI] Y} JO | I[ONIY 0) S)UIWPUIWE U(),, MBT [BIIPY] — LT JOqUIIAON

§ 113su Jo pug

32 ‘ Volume 16, Issue 6, 2023 Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast



EDITORIAL

Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V.

We should also note that the public admi-
nistration system, which will eventually be filled
with new personnel, should contain mechanisms
for self-defense against “undesirable elements”.
As the experience of the collapse of the USSR

and, in general, the experience of the collapse of

For example:

September 8, 2023, Sber published the report
“The Future 2035+”%%: “no less than the forecast of
Russia’s development until 2035”, analyzing which
some experts summarized: “This essay (which
the whole Sberbank was not ashamed to sign
with its name!) clearly demonstrates the absolute
mental dependence of all these experts, analysts,
futurists, sociologists, economists, forecasters and
whatever else they are called there - on Western
thought. Russia has been and remains a colony of
the West in the field of thought. We are far from
embarking on the difficult path of decolonizing
our own consciousness... Sberbank futurologists
demonstrate this dependence in a ridiculous and
caricatured form, other do it in a more veiled way,

but it’s still so far from liberation’’>°.

“big empires” has shown, “the collapse is based
on one common reason — the inability of political
elites to ensure sustainable development ...” when
“the accumulation of wealth begins to displace
virtue and service to the state as the main indicator
of success”®.

In other words, the nationalization of elites is a
long process that requires maximum caution and
endurance, the traits that Vladimir Putin has always
shown; and, by and large, these qualities of his
largely allow him to still be the head of state. But
“there are still a sufficient number of liberal habits
in certain departments (although they are gradually
disappearing)”°'.

Therefore, during the new presidential term,
Vladimir Putin is expected to take more vigorous
actions with regard to solving the tasks of his
country; with regard to bringing the real situation
in the country in line with the basic provisions of
the Constitution, which proclaims that “Russia is
a social state” (Article 7); finally, with regard to the
further implementation of the task of nationalizing
the elites and raising the effectiveness of public
administration, without which a sovereign (that is,
not fixated on Western paradigms) future of Russia

is simply impossible.

8 Available at: https://generation-startup.ru/analytics/budushchee-2035/
% Vojvodina T. We will burst the void, or our tomorrow from Sberbank. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/budem_lopat

pustotu_ili_nashe zavtra ot sberbanka

% Arbatova N. Twenty centuries of the rise and decline of empires. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/ideas/2022-07-13/7_8485

empires.html

' Dvinsky K. Russia has one last chance left. Available at: https://dzen.ru/a/ZUj8auLO0CB6pV_Xc
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The victory in the election on March 17, 2024
will allow the head of state to more confidently (as
required by the “historical time”) “move forward
faster” in realizing the expectations and hopes of the
general population.

The President will not only have to withstand
the onslaught of all the numerous problematic
aspects of global turbulence and defend all
the constituent elements of the country’s full
national sovereignty (political, economic, territo-
rial, cultural, etc.), but also continue the systematic
provision of positive dynamics in the standard of
living and quality of life, restoring order in the
public administration system.

And most importantly, Vladimir Putin will have to
achieve broad public agreement on the image of the
future of Russia and a new Social Contract, which is
based on a socially just organization of society, as
well as protective mechanisms capable of preventing
the historical tragedies of 1917 and 1991 and the
mistakes of former leaders of the country (Joseph
Stalin, Nikita Khrushchev, Leonid Brezhnev,
Mikhail Gorbachev, Boris Yeltsin), which led to
considerable losses: in social relations, in human
capital, in the deterioration of cultural and moral
norms, in the worldview of the ruling elites and
often, as a result, in the loss of public confidence in
the authorities...

It is no coincidence that in his first program
article, which in fact set goals and guidelines for the
development of the country for decades to come,
the RF President wrote: “There should be no forced
civil consent in a democratic Russia. Any public
consent here can only be voluntary. But that is why

“Probably, the thinking public agrees that the
state in Russia was seized in the 1990s by enemies
who established external control over it, over our
entire society. The generalizing name for it is
liberalism... Putin has been gradually getting
the country out of this situation since he came
to power in 2000. Very slowly. Slowly. Almost
imperceptibly. And we are still on this path...
The networks of liberals are so impressive and
powerful that it is difficult to deal with them,
especially since Putin has chosen a strategy of
very gradual squeezing them out. It’s not even
clear who will die out first — they or the Russian
population... Maybe Putin wins in general,
avoiding dramatic turns; carrion leaves Russia by
itself and in portions. And there are no reprisals,
no responsibility for what they did. But we are
definitely losing the historical time allotted to
our people for rebirth, for coming to ourselves.
Delaying the deliberation is tactically justified
(maybe), but strategically it becomes dangerous...
Therefore, we need to move forward faster. Along

Putin’s way. But still faster”¢.

it is so important to achieve it on such fundamental
issues as goals, values, and development milestones,
which are desirable and attractive to the vast majority
of Russians”®.

Today, Vladimir Putin often admits mistakes he
made in the past, and does so publicly: in the media,
in his public speeches, in direct communication

with people. For example, in his recent interview on

¢ Dugin A. De-liberalization. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/pokonchit_s_liberalami_nadezhdi_naroda na izmeneniya
¢ Putin V. Russia at the turn of the Millennium. Nezavisimaya gazeta. December 30, 1999. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/

politics/1999-12-30/4_millenium.html
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Rossiya-1 TV channel, he admitted that in the early
stages of his presidential activity he had a largely
naive idea about the attitude of the countries of the
Collective West toward Russia, that there was no
“basis for confrontation” in this regard.

However, recent decades have shown that this is
not the case; and in this sense, of course, one cannot
look to the future without a certain degree of anxiety
in anticipation of how effectively Vladimir Putin
will cope with all the tasks facing him. He’s human,
and it is human to err.

“...at the initial stage, after all, | had a naive
idea that the whole world, and above all the
so-called (now | speak with absolute conviction)
“civilized” world understands what happened to
Russia, that it has become a completely different
country, that there is no longer an ideological
confrontation. This means that there is no basis
for confrontation. And if something negative
happens in the policies of Western countries in
relation to Russia... | naively believed that this
was just the inertia of thinking and acting. They
are used to fighting the Soviet Union and continue
to do so...

It was a naive idea of reality. And the realities
are as follows, later | was absolutely, 100% convin-
ced that after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
they believed that they had to be patient a little
bit so that they could ruin Russia entirely”... Only

later did this realization come to me”’®4.

63 Vladimir Putin’s interview with P. Zarubin in the framework of the program “Moscow. Kremlin. Putin” on Rossiya-1 TV
channel. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/events/prezident rf priznalsya v_prezhnej naivnosti_otnositel no_kollektivnogo zapada

An excerpt from Vladimir Putin’s speech during
the “direct line” on December 14, 2023,

characterizing some of his personal traits:

“It would be good if whatever | say would
happen but, unfortunately, this is not always the
case. Such is the world’s practice... We talk about
something, we want something to happen, and
some things happen and others do not. This is
normal, but it is certainly necessary to strive to

reach one’s goals”.

“Over many years, | have taught myself that |
need to strive to choose the most important thing
and do everything to achieve my goals, without
paying attention to all the fluff. Of course, this field
of vision must nevertheless be wide; everything
must be understood and analyzed. But you need to
confidently move towards your goal if you believe
in what you are doing, and | believe in what | am

doing”.

“One should think today about what will
happen tomorrow... | would also add, always
set ambitious goals. Set goals that may look
unachievable. Having set such goals, a person
will strive to achieve them and will certainly

succeed”.
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At the same time, it is precisely certain human
qualities inherent in the President (purposefulness,
strategic foresight, courage in setting ambitious
goals and a systematic approach to achieving them)
that allow us to look into the future with positive
hopes and expectations.

Indeed (as Vladimir Putin stressed during the
“direct line” with the Russians on December 14,
2023), it is necessary to set ambitious goals”,
“choose what is most important”, “be sure of what
you are doing” and “think today about what will
happen tomorrow”.

It is today that we need to think about how to get
rid of the “liberal hegemony” in the country and
among those who surround the head of state.
Because the longer this problem remains relevant,
the more stringent actions will be required to solve
it.

In our opinion, the current situation in the
country, characterized by the “deep penetration”
and “totalitarian domination” of liberal forces in
society, was most systematically described by
A. Dugin, one of the most active participants of the
Izborsk Club and a participant of the 2023 World
Russian People’s Council.

We think that A. Dugin is absolutely right that it
is the President “who is the main and only hope for
getting rid of the liberal yoke...”, and in this sense,
society expects concrete actions from him: “it’s
time to open another front — in the field of ideology,

worldview, social consciousness”.

“...the liberal hegemony is still very strong in
Russia... Everything in our country is liberal,
starting with the Constitution. Even the ban on
ideology itself is a purely liberal ideological thesis...

The SMO brought many changes, because the
beginning of hostilities in Ukraine finally came into
conflict with liberal dogma... However, liberal
hegemony in Russia still persists. It has penetrated
so deeply into our society that it has begun to
reproduce itself in new generations of managers,
officials, scientists and educators...

We have now entered a new cycle of Putin’s
re-election as a national leader. There is no doubt
about it... After all, he is our main and only hope
for getting rid of the liberal yoke... But the bulk of
Putin’s opponents are not on that side, but on this
side of the barricades. The liberal totalitarian sect
does not even think of giving up its position. It is
ready to fight for them to the end... The liberals are
restrained only by Putin, with whom they will not
dare to have a head-on collision. Systemic liberals
are concentrated in his camp, because there is
simply no other camp...

Something similar to SMERSH is needed in the
field of ideas and humanitarian paradigms... right
now it is time to open another front - a front in
the field of ideology, worldview, and social
consciousness. The totalitarian domination of
liberalsin Russia—primarily in the field of knowledge,
science, education, culture, and the definition
of values of upbringing and development -

must come to an end”’®.

% Dugin A. Against liberal totalitarianism. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/protiv_liberal_nogo_totalitarizma
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