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Abstract. November 7, 2024, speaking at the plenary session of the Valdai International Discussion Club
in Sochi, Vladimir Putin expressed the hope that Russia would not return to “the path it followed before
2022”; a path fraught with “hidden, veiled intervention against our country”. Some experts assessed these
words of the President as the beginning of a “revolution from above”, that is, as the beginning of an
active process of renewal of elites in the country. Based on facts and expert assessments, we consider the
process of elites renewal in Russia as an evolutionary process that has been going on for almost 25 years.
In this context, we analyze a number of decisions made by Vladimir Putin from the very beginning of
his presidential terms (since 2000). The launch of the special military operation in February 2022 and
Vladimir Putin’s fifth presidential term (which began in May 2024 after the inauguration of the President)
only accelerated this process. The article continues the monitoring (that started in June 2022) of federal
laws and decrees adopted by the President and the RF Government. Special attention is paid to analyzing
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“Revolutionary” Words of the Russian President on November 7, 2024

the effectiveness of migration policy in the Russian Federation as one of the specific examples of system-
wide problems faced by the public administration as a whole. It is concluded that the key decisions of
the head of state, especially those adopted during almost three years of the special military operation
(such as the “Time of Heroes” program, personnel appointments in the RF Government, decision of
the Constitutional Court to lift the statute of limitations on real estate acquired through corrupt proceeds,
etc. act as a kind of practical tools to achieve the major goal: strengthening Russia’s national sovereignty
in the context of civilizational conflict with the Collective West, as well as solving key tasks to achieve
this goal — renewal of elites and consolidation of society. Our contribution consists in a comprehensive
approach to analyzing the process of elites renewal in the country, including by systematizing the
administrative decisions of the head of state made in the periods before and after the start of the special
military operation.

Key words: Valdai Forum, live TV phone-in, renewal of elites, “Time of Heroes”, President.

November 7, 2024, speaking at the plenary
session of the Valdai International Discussion Club
in Sochi, Russian President Vladimir Putin noted:
“I'would not like Russia to return to the path it followed
before 2022, as I said in my speech. And this was a
path that involved such a hidden, veiled intervention
against our country, aimed at subordinating it to the
interests of some other countries that still believed they
had the right to do so™.

MKRU

) 08.11.2024 B 15:15
«» IIyTMH npusHaa npegaTeabCTBO
*  OJIMT: HAYAJIACh PEBOJIIOIIUA CBEPXY

A

HOBOCTU 3KCKNHO3UBLI

CaMble rnaBHble cfloBa nNpe3njeHTa Ha «Bangae»

nosEnuTeCs | NI +®

Camoe I1aBHOe B peun [IyTitHa Ha «Bangae» GbUTO B caMOM KOHIIEe. ITO
OBIM PeBO/IOLMOHHbIe C/I0Ba. YCIBILIATh OT NPe3uIeHTa, YTO OH He
XOueT BO3BpalIeHNA K TOMY KypCy, KOTOPBIM 1i1a Pocens 1o 2022 rofa,
U 3KeCTKYIO OIIeHKY 3TOTr0 Kypca, - 06 5TOM A0Gpble pyCcCKie MOAN
MOT/IH TOTBKO MeUTaTh.

NONMIUTUKA

& nonuTUKA @

The very next day, the newspaper Moskovsky
komsomolets published an article with the headline
“Putin has acknowledged the betrayal of the elites:
A revolution from above has begun2.

Its author D. Popov? noted that at the Valdai
Forum the President uttered “revolutionary words...
words one could only dream of”, they are “worth a
lot™4.

“These words were revolutionary. To hear from
the president that he does not want to return to the
course that Russia followed before 2022, and a harsh
assessment of this course, is something that
good Russian people could only dream of... The
president’s recognition that the country was
heading for “subordination to the interests of
some other countries”, and, roughly speaking,
transformation to another Western colony, is
worth a lot. Honestly acknowledging a problem
is the first step toward starting to solve it. This,
| dare say, is the beginning of a revolution from
above, the reassembly of the system”>.

' Vladimir Putin’s speech at the meeting of the Valdai International Discussion Club on November 7, 2024. Available at:

http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75521

2 Popov D. Putin acknowledged the betrayal of the elites: The revolution from above has begun. Available at: https://www.
mk.ru/politics/2024/11/08 /putin-priznal-predatelstvo-elit-nachalas-revolyuciya-sverkhu.html?ysclid=m4mavvlteb25960798

3 D. Popov is a columnist for the politics department. He has been working at Moskovsky komsomolets newspaper since 1992
(source: official website of Moskovsky komsomolets. Available at: https://www.mk.ru/authors/dmitriy-popov/).

4 Popov D. Putin acknowledged the betrayal of the elites: The revolution from above has begun. Available at: https://www.
mk.ru/politics/2024/11/08 /putin-priznal-predatelstvo-elit-nachalas-revolyuciya-sverkhu.html?ysclid=m4mavvlteb25960798

> Ibidem.
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We cannot but agree with this. After all, in fact,
it was a recognition of the fact that not all of the
President’s decisions, as it turned out, were made
in a timely manner. Vladimir Putin spoke about this
on December 19, 2024 during the “direct line”:
“If it were possible to return to 2022, then I would
have thought that the decision to start the SMO should
have been made earlier... and, knowing this, we just
had to start preparing for these events, including the
SMO”...

“...if it were possible to look at the situation in
2022, knowing what is happening now, what would
I think? That such a decision, which was made at the
beginning of 2022, should have been made
earlier. This is the first point.

And the second point is as follows. Knowing this,
it was necessary to start preparing for these events,
including the SMO”’®.

Nevertheless, there are many indications that
the President has launched a process that some
experts have called a “revolution from above”; and
this process is already in full swing However,
in our opinion, so far it is not revolutionary,
but evolutionary, which is much more typical

“Revolution is not a way out of the crisis, but a
way to worsen this crisis... shaping our approaches,
we will be guided by the ideology of healthy
conservatism’’.

* Included in the register of foreign agents.

for Vladimir Putin’s ideology of “healthy
conservatism”.

The elements of this process were present long
before the Valdai Forum and even before the start of
the SMO. In fact, they took place throughout
Vladimir Putin’s presidential terms:

v’ the principle of “equidistance of all market
participants from the authorities”® (2000), thanks to
which many influential oligarchs (M. Khodorkovsky*,
P. Lebedev, B. Berezovsky, V. Gusinsky, etc.) were
pushed away from the opportunity to influence
political decisions in the country;

v" Vladimir Putin’s Munich Speech (February
10, 2007), which became a direct signal not only
to the international community, but also to the
domestic elites that Russia has chosen its own path
of development — the path toward strengthening
national sovereignty;

v' amendments to the Constitution of the
Russian Federation initiated by the President (2020),
which were supported by Russian society in a
referendum on July 1, 2020 and largely limited
the ability of the ruling elites to have any ties with
the Collective West?;

v' a law prohibiting extremist organizations
from participating in elections' (2021); as a result,
the activities of Alexei Navalny’s headquarters**
were suspended, that is, in fact, the possibility of
the negative influence of the fifth column was
reduced to zero ... Moreover, we note that this was
a major step in the fight against foreign agents, but
far from being the only one.

** The activities of Navalny’s headquarters were recognized as extremist and banned on the territory of the Russian Federation.
¢ “Direct line” with Vladimir Putin on December 19, 2024. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75909
7 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the plenary session of the Valdai International Discussion Club on October 21, 2021. Available at:

http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66975

8 Opening remarks by Vladimir Putin at a meeting with high-level campaign workers. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/

events/president/transcripts/24146

® We note that these amendments for the first time mentioned “internal threats” to the sovereignty of the Russian Federation,
its independence and state integrity, which the Federation Council must combat (Article 83, paragraph “zh”); a ban on foreign
citizenship and residence permits was introduced for the Prime Minister, ministers and heads of federal bodies, governors, senators,

deputies and judges (Art. 110, paragraph 4).

10 “On amendments to Article 4 of the Federal Law ‘On basic guarantees of electoral rights and the right of citizens of the
Russian Federation to participate in a referendum’ and Article 4 of the Federal Law ‘On elections of deputies of the State Duma
of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation’”: Federal Law 157-FZ, dated June 4, 2021.
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“The State Duma approved in the second and
third readings a bill on the introduction of special
accounts for the income of foreign agents. The
amendments, contributed by 429 deputies led by
Speaker of the lower house of Parliament V. Volodin,
were supported unanimously.

The law provides for crediting to a special ruble
account the income of foreign agents from creative
activities, the use of inventions and trademarks,
income from the sale and rental of real estate
and vehicles. In addition, interest on deposits,
dividends and income from equity participation in
organizations will be credited to a special account.
The opening of a special account will become
mandatory for both foreign agents and those who
transfer fees to them. It will be possible to dispose
of funds only after the cancellation of the status of
a foreign agent.

The law was adopted on December 17, 2024 and
will enter into force on March 1, 2025”"".

Thus, the evolutionary process of the renewal of
the elites (or rather, creating conditions for this in
the country) has been going on for almost all of the
past 25 years.

However, we should note that while Russia
was “following the path until 2022” and was
witnessing a “covert intervention”, often “the logic
of circumstances was stronger than the logic of his
[President’s] intentions”'2.

After all, the circumstances were such that
against the background of the post-Soviet elites who
were “descendants” of the elites of the late Soviet
era, that is, having deep, one might say, historical
roots, in the system of public administration, only

“The late Soviet elite did not consider
sovereignty to be an absolute value, as they were
passionate about the idea of joining the West as a
civilization, and this required renouncing their
civilization... That is why the Russian elite saw its
main task in destroying and dismantling Russia’s
sovereignty rather than preserving and protecting
it...

The whole problem is that the rise of Putin and
his group is not natural, but accidental, spontaneous.
If Putin had been a little more understandable to
Yeltsin’s group, they would never have chosen him.
If there had been another person instead of Putin, we
would have had a different Russia, a second Ukraine.
In fact, Yeltsin’s Russia is still alive and hidden
behind Putin’s back in many ways. And everyone is
afraid: if Putin leaves, they will come out. Everyone
understands this; and therefore, the West considers
the removal of Putin to be its main goal.... "

the President and only a few people in his inner
circle were (as experts note) “the main customers
for the strategy of sovereignty”!“.

There were simply no other elites in the
President’s entourage, and the country had to be
governed one way or another. And not just to be
governed, but first (in the 2000s) it was necessary
to literally save Russian statehood after the crisis
of the “turbulent 1990s”, and then (after Vladimir
Putin’s Munich Speech on February 10, 2007, in
which he actually challenged the entire Collective
West) to resist numerous and diverse efforts’> of
United States and its satellites, undertaken in order
to restrain the further strengthening of Russia’s
national sovereignty and to return it to the state of a

' The State Duma deprived foreign agents of income in Russia. Available at: https://dzen.ru/a/Z2FcfJu3iHWU9NJy?yscli

d=m4vcod89m4435449063

12 Batchikov S. When the bridges have been burned. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/kogda_mosti_sozhzheni?ysclid=

m4s3th3p6b44886535

13 Khaldey A. Transfer and the sovereignty strategy: Customers and performers. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/
transfer_i_strategiya_suvereniteta_zakazchiki_i_ispolniteli?ysclid=m4mqpbghin219737568

4 Tbidem.

15 Such efforts included an attempt to arrange a “color revolution” in Russia by organizing mass protests in 2011—2012,
collectively known as the Bolotnaya protests; the coup d’etat in Ukraine in 2014; economic sanctions; anti-Russian information
policy; the desire to inflict a “strategic defeat” on Russia after the start of the SMO, etc.
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“gas station masquerading as a country”'¢, in which
it has been after the collapse of the USSR.

In these conditions, it was in many ways neces-
sary to preserve the situation when the President is
surrounded by a “conglomerate of clans and groups
that compete with each other for resources”!” (or
the Politburo 2.0, as analysts of the Minchenko
Consulting holding described Vladimir Putin’s

“Putin was not free to do as he chose and could
not act with full force. Of course, he stopped Russia
on the edge of the abyss, prevented the collapse of
the state and its descent into complete chaos - this
was his mission....

The steps he took in the first year of his rule are
recorded in history: he stopped the disintegration
of Russia, dispersed the oligarchs, pacified the
regional fronde and put Russia on a stable track,
pushing it in the opposite direction from the abyss...
Therest of the years ... were not so intense, and Putin
avoided decisive historical steps. He periodically
compromised with the West, which is explained by
Russia’s weakness and its unpreparedness for a direct
frontal clash; and he followed the lead of the internal
Atlanticist liberal lobby, implementing a course of
liberal patriotism in domestic politics....

But he did not go beyond any declarative urges,
that is, he was not seriously building an internal
patriotic policy. He only nominally indicated the
possibility of conservative patriotic changes, while
adhering to strictly liberal economic models.... "

entourage). But even in this situation, the head of
state made targeted, but very significant, landmark
decisions on a number of facts of corruption'®,
which were assessed by experts as nothing more than
a gradual “displacement of the liberal crowd”?’.

Later, during the “direct line” on December 19,
2024, Vladimir Putin described this period of
his activity as follows: “I have done everything to
ensure that Russia is an independent and sovereign
power”.

Excerpt from the “direct line”
on December 19, 2024:

Question of the reporter (S.Rosenberg, BBC
News): “... do you believe you have taken care of
Russia?”

Vladimir Putin’s answer: “Yes. I believe | have
not just taken care of it, but | believe we have
stepped back from the edge of the abyss, because
with everything that was happening in and around
Russia before and since was leading us towards a
complete, total loss of our sovereignty. Without
sovereignty, Russia cannot exist as an independent
state....

I have done everything so that Russia can be an
independent and sovereign state that is capable of
making decisions in its own interests, rather than in
the interests of the countries that were dragging it
towards them, patting it on the back, only to use it
for their own purposes””?.

16 U.S. Senator John McCain. Available at: https://russian.rt.com/inotv/2014-03-16/Makkejn-Rossiya---eto-benzokolonka
17 Vladimir Putin’s Big Government and the Politburo 2.0: The Minchenko Consulting report. August 2012. Available at:

https://minchenko.ru/analitika/?curPos=65

18 Svitneva E. Experts: Chernyakhovsky, Shurygin, Delyagin, Ivashov, Vasserman, Korovin — about the “New Putin” and what
we can expect from him. Available at: https://ruskline.ru/opp/2013/2/28/eksperty chernyahovskij shurygin_delyagin_ivashov_vasser-
man_korovin_o_novom_putine i_o _tom_ chto nam ot nego ozhidat/

19 For example:

v' November 28, 2013, a criminal case was opened against former Russian Defense Minister Alexander Serdyukov on
suspicion of negligence that caused damage in the amount of 56 million rubles;
v November 14, 2016, for the first time in the history of Russia, acting Minister of Economic Development A. Ulyukayev

was detained (for a bribe of 2 million USD);

v Governors V. Yurchenko (Novosibirsk Region, 2014), A. Khoroshavin (Sakhalin, 2015), N. Denin (Bryansk Region, 2015),
V. Gaizer (Komi, 2015), N. Belykh (Kirov Region, 2016), A. Solovyov (Udmurtia, 2017) and many others were arrested as well.

2 Delyagin M. (source: Nakanune.Ru. March 4, 2013. Available at: https://www.nakanune.ru/articles/17523/).

2l “Direct line” with Vladimir Putin on December 19, 2024. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75909
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In a sense, the President’s announcement of the
beginning of the SMO became part of the
evolutionary process of elites renewal, since after
that many representatives of the country’s political,
economic, and cultural elites, most closely
associated with the West, simply fled, and in Russia
(for objective reasons dictated by the war with the
West) conditions began to be actively created in
which there is simply no place for those elites who
openly sympathize with the West or are associated
with it.

What has changed since the beginning of the
SMO?

First, the SMO launched an active phase of a
global process of the world’s transition from a
unipolar to a multipolar form of existence, a struggle
of many countries to overcome the colonialist
hegemony of the United States. Thus, the struggle
for strengthening national sovereignty has ceased to
be the goal of Vladimir Putin alone and only within
Russia; it has begun to acquire a global character (as
evidenced, for example, by the dynamic expansion of
the BRICS association)?.

Second, under the pressure of external threats
to national security from the Collective West, the
President’s ability to make any compromises with
the domestic liberal-minded elites has actually
“been reduced to zero”. Every flaw, or even outright
sabotage, on the part of the managerial elites in the
implementation of the instructions of the head of
state in the conditions of the SMO acquires the
character of a direct internal threat to the existence
of Russian statehood, which is as important in its
consequences as an external threat.

“The beginning of the SMO, which exposed the
real facts and revealed a monstrous accumulation
of lies in all reports that presented joyful pictures
of what was going on to the top of the government,
clearly showed the scale of betrayal by individual
representatives of the bureaucratic, cultural, media
and business elite... Many of those who left were
hiding behind an anti-war position, although in fact
they were fleeing from the criminal cases brought
against them. As it turned out, while “honestly”
working in Russia, they all always believed that
their place was not here, among the former soviets,
but there —in the civilized countries of the golden
billion...”%.

“Today, the task of purging the elite from
representatives of the fifth column at all levels of
government (who hate the president and despise
the patriotic upsurge in society) is facing the
presidentin full growth. In fact, today it is almost the
main striking force fighting against us!... to ensure
genuine sovereignty, at least three interrelated
conditions must be fulfilled: 1) renewal/purge of
the elite, 2) change of the economic model, and
3) ideological mobilization. Recent decisions by
the president show that he understands this need
very well”’24,

This was clearly demonstrated by such episodes
as, for example, the retreat of Russian troops from
Kharkov and the Kherson Region in September —
November 2022, the mutiny of the Wagner PMC in
June 2023, and the invasion of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces in the Kursk Region in August 2024...

22 The proposal to launch the BRICS expansion process was received from China in May 2022. By August 2023, about 20
countries had applied to join the organization. Currently, about 30 countries have submitted applications.
2 Batchikov S. When the bridges have been burned. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/kogda_mosti_sozhzheni?ysclid=

m4s3fh3p6b44886535
4 Jbidem.
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Thus, after the start of the SM O, the process of It was at this time (and after Vladimir Putin’s
renewal of the elites did not begin, but only inauguration on May 7, 2024) that the following
intensified. Especially after Vladimir Putin practical tools for the renewal of the elites emerged:

received unconditional public support on March 1. The “Time of Heroes” program, which

17, 2024 and began his fifth presidential term Vladimir Putin first announced on February 29,
until 2030. 2024 in his Address to the Federal Assembly of
the Russian Federation® and the participants

of which already occupy senior positions in the

According to the Central Election Commission administration system?2.

of the Russian Federation, on March 17, 2024, the

number of voters who took part in the presidential
“We shouldn’t expect that the former

participants of the SMO will easily and quickly turn
into new elitists and, as such, completely replace the

election amounted to 87.58 million people, of
which almost 77 million (87%) voted for Vladimir

S former discredited “elite”. Successful military

Compared to the previous presidential election service is not at all a guarantee of equally successful

held on March 18, 2018, the number of those who
voted for Vladimir Putin increased by 14 million
(from 74 to 88 million).

Compared to Vladimir Putin’s first presidential

election (March 23, 2000), it almost doubled, by 37

fulfillment of relevant tasks in other fields of activity.
But it is important that, having taken leading
positions in the country, the former participants of
the SMO can become a kind of “patriotic filter” that
will strictly filter out everything that runs counter

to the interests and needs of our Motherland and

million people (from 40 to 76 million). its future””

3 Presidential Address to the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation on February 29, 2024. Available at: http://www.
kremlin.ru/events/president/news/73585

% Some participants of the “Time of Heroes” program who have already been appointed to senior positions in the
administration system:

September 8 — Roman Kulakov became a deputy of the Legislative Assembly of Sevastopol.

September 14 — Artur Orlov was appointed head of “Dvishenie pervykh” youth movement.

September 17 — Alexey Kondratiev became a senator of the Russian Federation.

September 18 — Vladimir Saibel became Deputy Head of the Social Development Department of Russian Railways.

September 20 — Alexander Surazov became Head of the Committee on Physical Culture and Sports of the Altai Republic.

September 20 — Konstantin Yashin became Head of “Samara” Research and Production Center for Unmanned Aircraft
Systems.

September 23 — Igor Yurgin was appointed Acting Minister of Youth Affairs and Social Communications of the Republic of
Sakha (Yakutia).

September 23 — Zaur Gurtsiev became First Deputy Head of Stavropol.

September 25 — Evgeny Chintsov became Head of the Nizhny Novgorod City Duma.

October 2 — Artyom Zhoga was appointed Plenipotentiary Representative of the President of the Russian Federation in the
Ural Federal District.

November 4 — Evgeny Pervyshov was appointed acting head of the Tambov Region.

November 5 — Maria Kostyuk (head of the “Time of Heroes” program) was appointed Acting Governor of the Jewish
Autonomous Region.

December 2 — Pavel Yakushev was appointed Advisor to the Deputy General Director of ROSATOM State Corporation.

December 3 — Nikolai Korolev became member of the Government of Saint Petersburg.

December 11 — Kirill Losunchukov assumed the position of Deputy Minister of Investment, Industry and Science of the
Moscow Region.

77 Filatova V. The end of the era of “golden toilets”: will front-line soldiers be able to replace oligarchs in government positions
(opinion of A. Rozhnov, Doctor of Sciences (Law) at the Financial University under the Government of the Russian Federation).
Available at: https://vm.ru/politics/1123591-konec-epohi-zolotyh-unitazov-cmogut-li-frontoviki-zamenit-oligarhov-na-
gosudarstvennyh-postah
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Moreover, we should note that on December 14,
2024, at a meeting of the 22nd Congress of the
United Russia Party, it was decided to include a
significant number of SMO participants in the
supreme and general councils of the party, and the
RF President proposed to launch programs similar
to the Time of Heroes program in the regions of the
Russian Federation. Some experts drew attention
to the fact that it is “United Russia that has the
strategic task ... to form a new managerial and indeed
any other elite from those who participated in the
SMO”%,

2. A number of personnel decisions made by the
President in relation to the leadership positions of the

“power block” are also among the practical tools for
the renewal of the elites. First of all, this concerns

the appointment of Andrei Belousov as Minister of
Defense of the Russian Federation, whom experts
call not just “the person closest to the president,
in charge of industrial strategy and economic

“The conversation about the “new elite”
becomes especially relevant in the perspective of
life after the end of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict.
It is very difficult to talk about deadlines and also
about what kind of end it will be (for example,
whether there will be a peace treaty, what
compromises the parties will make). It is important
that when this happens, the SMO participants will be
integrated into more than just leadership renewal
programs. They will inevitably find themselves
involved in domestic political processes, both as
candidates for governor and mayor, and as deputies
at various levels”?.

strategy”, but “an outstanding intellectual, patriot
and, of course, devoted to the idea of a strong,
powerful state”3. State Duma deputy M. Delyagin
noted: “There are probably no more economists left
in power, except Andrei Belousov”3!.

“The updated General Council of the United Russia party includes two dozen SMO participants, four of

them are participants in the first stream of the presidential program “Time of Heroes” ... The Supreme

Council of United Russia includes 9 SMO participants, among which there are 6 participants of the ‘Time of

Heroes’ program’’,

“The guys who fought at the front proved their worth in battle. | am sure that they will not let us down in

the future, they will fight for the result and achieve it...

. In this regard, | propose and consider it necessary to

expand the federal project ‘Time of Heroes’: to launch similar programs in the regions, as has already been

done in the Stavropol Territory, the Belgorod, Voronezh, Ryazan, Samara, Tula regions and in the Khanty-Mansi

Autonomous Area. | ask the party to actively engage in this work. I’'m counting on you very much that it won’t

be formal: you need to work, look for people, and help them organize their training”3.

2 D. Garmonenko At the 22nd Congress, United Russia established its monopoly. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/
politics/2024-12-15/3_9156_er.html?ysclid=m4v095j3gr567466809

2 About the new elite and SMO participants. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/editorial/2024-12-10/2_9153_red.
html?PREVIEW_SECRET_KEY=d749b7432669ec97b204f339fe30db9a&ysclid=m4qgso 1 pafc408303892

3 Dugin on Belousov’s appointment: “This grandiose decision fundamentally changes everything”. Available at: https://

dzen.ru/a/ZkES83HyQ2AoRExHs

31 Delyagin M. The change of the Minister of Defense is a reaction to people’s indignation. Available at: https://www.business-

gazeta.ru/article/633476

32 Ivanov A. The 22nd Congress of United Russia: SMO participants are included in the governing bodies of the party
in power. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/events/xxii_s_ezd_edinoj_rossii_uchastniki_svo vklyucheni_v_sostav_rukovodyashih

organov_partii?ysclid=m4ths4tziw610909503

3 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the 22nd Congress of the United Russia All-Russian Political Party on December 14, 2024.
Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75881
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May 14,2024 —according to the Presidential
Decree34, First Deputy Chair of the Government
of the Russian Federation A.R. Belousov was
appointed Minister of Defense of the Russian
Federation.

May 14, 2024 - according to the
Presidential Decree, General of the Army
A.V. Bortnikov was reassigned to the post of
Director of the FSB, he has held this post since
May 12, 2008.

October 14, 2024 - Vladimir Putin signed
a law?$, according to which the head of state
can extend the term of office for the chair of
the Investigative Committee of the Russian
Federation, who has reached the age limit,
for a year?’.

October 28,2024 - the President extended
the term of service of A.l. Bastrykin until
August 27, 2025%. The Investigative Committee
became an independent agency on January
15, 2011. It was created on the basis of the
Investigative Committee under the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Russia, and A.l. Bastrykin was
its head from the very beginning.

December 20, 2024 - on the recom-
mendation of the President of the Russian
Federation, I.V. Krasnov was reassigned
to the post of Prosecutor General.

We emphasize that it is with the help of these
people that the “cleansing” of today’s elites is going
on. Some of these examples are presented in
Insert 1, but, as experts note, “it makes no sense to
list by name all those arrested (there are already 20
generals who took bribes), the number of criminal
cases launched, as well as those who quickly and
quietly fled abroad. Everyone knows their names
and amounts of the stolen goods. These are former
deputy prime ministers, ministers, heads of state
corporations, MPs, and celebrities”...*

By collecting information, and then launching
more and more criminal cases against “the high
and the mighty” on a daily basis, the “power block”
is clearing the way for the arrival of new elites who
are being trained within the “Time of Heroes”
program. Thus, it is a two-way process.

“Employees of the Investigative Committee (IC)
opened 497 criminal cases on crimes in the field of
the military-industrial complex (MIC) and the state
defense order for eight months of 2024. Last year,
during the same period, the Investigative Committee
initiated 357 criminal cases of the same nature”*.
That is, this indicator has increased by 39%.

3 About the Minister of Defense of the Russian Federation: Presidential Decree 383, dated May 14, 2024.
35 About the Director of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation: Presidential Decree 386, dated May 14,

2024.

% On Amendments to Article 30 of the Federal Law “On the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation”: Federal

Law 348, dated October 14, 2024.

37 Previously, the age limit for service in the Investigative Committee was 65 years, while by decision of the heads of the

investigative bodies, this period could be extended to 70 years. On August 27, 2024, A.I. Bastrykin turned 71.

¥ On extending the term of federal public service: Presidential Resolution 348, dated October 28, 2024.
¥ Batchikov S. When the bridges have been burned. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/kogda_mosti_sozhzheni?ysclid=m4s3f-

h3p6b44886535

4 The Investigative Committee has initiated almost 500 cases of crimes in the field of defense industry and state defense

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast

order. Available at: https://www.vedomosti.ru/society/news/2024/09/17/1062766-sk-vozbudil-pochti

Volume 17, Issue 6, 2024 17



“Revolutionary” Words of the Russian President on November 7, 2024

‘Wepq] ¢
©I9BG8GD79H-J886-JE€S-0T 1 L-P8AI 99CSAT%A101S] T % SMAUAT %N USZPAT % AT %V € %SANY=IoL19jol Wnpdon|sop=WnIpatl WInpsmouxA=9a3In0s

T wng 1se[qo-10YSINY - BINIAZRI-BI10]I0dI0Y -OB-BIOIYAIIPUISWBZ-SYI-[BAOISAIR-PNS/60-C 1 -0/ T10E Y08 1/NI"Z1//:sd)Y (1R J[QR[IBAY “$T0T ‘6 1oqQUIA(] DS 4,
999J49,9€999-] £99-B/IG-0LRQ-6EIYEHESATYHAI0NAT % SMIUA T % NI UIZPAT % AT % VE %SANY=1a113)a1

Twnpdopsop=wnipawWl WiNPSMIUXA=92IN0S™ WIN,[WIY $98GS 1886 -A0NUNILIIS/ 60T HC0T/ NI B/ /:sd11y 18 9[qQR[IBAY "$T70T ‘6 1oquiadd(] TISOAOU-VIY ¢

SOTITLITIXQMUNAIQGW=PIISA, G661 ELERST6L/0PIA/NINO W//:sdNY e S]qe[leAy "soFind anbiun pue [emauial JO AW ANbIUN & UT 9AI] M VDA AO[OL] ¢
'CE—6 (€)L1 ‘ISDI240y ‘Spuad] ‘S}oDy :S23UDY’) [D1D0S pUD

oruouooy | wisifelided [BI00s,, 0] UONISULI) B IO wWisI[eyided Auo1d 10  S1redal o1jawso)),, :unngd JIUIP.IA JUIPISALJ UBISSITY JO 9[94A2 [eanifod Yy oy 1 “($207) ‘A TN ARIOIN VA UIA[[
"8€—6 “(P)L1 Isv22.40] ‘Spuai]

‘S1oD] :S23UDY) [D120S PUD 211101027 “JUIWAO[IAIP USIAIAO0S JO ANINUIIUOD Y3 SULINSUD JO aNsSI Y3 UQ ° . 10gIey dAneU S} 03 181§ U3 Sutuanidy,, “($207) ‘AN AIOIN VA UIA[]

‘6€—6 (S)L1 ISD22.404 ‘SpUaL] ‘SIoD :S23UDY) P120S PUD I1UIOUO0IF "SI PUR AJQ100S JO UOIIBZI[IqOW [BUId)UI A} puk uonerado Arejjiw [e10ads ($207) ‘A’ TN AIOIN VA UIA[]
:9[dwexa 10§ ‘99§ 'sa[onIe SnoiAdId Ul (*019 A0SJUZNY NA UOIIRIIPI] URISSIY AU JO SUJI(J JO ANSIUIIA] U] JO 9JBIOJIAI(] [QUUOSId]

UIRJA Y1 JO pedy pue Aoye3[ng "(J ‘AOUBAJ ‘[, SISISIUIW dSuaop Aindop IouLIO) Surpnjour) S[eIoljo SunyueI-yJiy Jo SISaLie pue suoudldp JoY10 AUBW JNOQR S1OB) PIJIO 9ARY M |y,

"ere ((AIIOYINE [RIDIHO JO ASNQY,, “UONBIIPI UBISSIY U] JO 9pO)) [RUIWLID) 9} JO GT AONIY
JO € 1eq) uoI3dY YSINY 3Y) Ul SUOIIBIYI)IO0f JO UOIINIISUOD JY) J0J papudjul spunjy Surpuads Ajqeynsnfun Jo pasndde st 9H,, ‘sddueuly pue Lpadoad
Jo [esodsip “yudwdgeurul 3Y) 0) pIje[dd uoneIod.Iod JY) Ul SUONIUNJ IIUIOUOID PUB JANRISIUIUIPE PIUSISSE SEM [RIDIJJO-XI 9] ‘p7(7 1oquandog 0)
€707 AIenigay woty "paisalie sem ‘DS uonerodio) Juatdo[aAd(] UOISY YSINY JO 1030 [eIdUdF ANdop-X2 ‘UIqeIn) | — ¢ JAquIddI(

",y UQ[O)S QI0M SI[QNI UOI[[IW ()G UBY} dIOW
‘(uoTIBIOPA] URISSITY 91 JO PO [RUTWILID) 91 JO G| S[O1VY JO 4 1) JOPIO 9SUIJap 18IS 91 JO UONNIIXA J) UI pnelj Jo pasnode sI Juepuajop 9y}
“RISSITY JO 99NTWIWIO)) SATIESNISOAUT Y] JO SAIPOQ SANBSIISIAUT ATRII[IW Y] JO 901AISS $sa1d 9] 01 SUIPIOJOY "ISUIJI(] JO ANSIUIAT ) JO SPIdu )
10 £119doud Jo Ajddns ay) ur pnelj 9[eos-931e] JO 9SBD 9} UI PAUTELIOP SeM ‘)T WIYNIAQUIT JO J0)IIIIP [BIdUIF AOTIRUNIIA (] — 9 JAqUIdI(

**(S9[QILI UOT[[IW G9 JO JUNOWE ) U dqLIq € Surye) J0J) AU0[0d [eudd AIInoas-y3Iy e Ul SIBJA ¢ 0} PAOUIIUIS
sem ‘OSUdJR(] JO ANSIUIIAl 9Y) JO JudunIedd(q SIIAIG [BUNWILIO)) PUB SUISNOH [eXUI)) Y) JO PLIY ISULIO] AOUOILIRUY 'S — pTOT ‘11 dunp

"¢ SUONBZIUBSIO UOIONIISUOD JO SPLIY Y] SUIpnjour ‘ased
[eUTWIIO Ay} UT ANIGISUOdSAI [RUTWLID 0} JYFNnoiq a1om 9[doad ¢ uey]) 2IowW [0} U] "SI UOI[[IW ()/ ] UL} AIOW 0} pjunowe saqriq Jo Junowe
[€101 AU [, ***"SIOBIIUOD ]IS PIPN[OU0D JO SJUNOWE Y] JO 9()[—S JO Junowe y} ur saruedwiod UoronIsuod Jo speay Ay} Woljy SALIq PIAIRIAT SO
-01[dWod9® 1Y pue BAOYUNSIIS ‘€707—120C Ul,, ‘UnjAnseq "y 01 SUIPIOIIY "UOIZIY MOISOJA Y} JO AWOUOIT JO IASIUIA Andd(q Se paAIds sey
AUS ‘4107 ATeniqaq 20UIS ‘PIISALIB UIIQ SEY ‘BAONUNSLIS S ‘JUIWILIIA0L) UOISIY MOISOJA] 3Y) Jo 1eyd LIndap ISy J0WI0) — 70T ‘b7 Idy

*2ve WIDISAS [R1IpN[ 9Y) — £)I100S INO JO UII)SAS PISO[D Jsour ‘Auoq jsour 3Y) urgueyd ‘gun|edaq Joj judpaddud e

‘Suruurgaq ay) isnf st s1yy,, ‘s3119dx3 0} SUIPIOIIY "PAUTEIIP SEM LINOD) A 0AOSIUIPO U3} JO Ipn[ [BIdpa) © ‘UuLnyddd ‘[ — 70T ‘6 AI1eniqay

1P 70T Ul SADUISE JUIUWIIIIOJUI ME[ A( JNO PILLILD SUOTIUIIIP PUE S)SILIE JO S} W0
[ Jasuy

18 ‘ Volume 17, Issue 6, 2024 Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast



EDITORIAL

Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V.

3. October 31, 2024, the Constitutional Court
of the Russian Federation decided to lift the statute
of limitations on the real estate acquired through

corrupt proceeds. According to lawyers, this gives

the right to legally confiscate large assets acquired in
the 1990s. Moreover, the important point is that “in

The Constitutional Court of the Russian
Federation has decided that there is no statute of
limitations for the return to the state of the
property that was previously acquired through
corrupt proceeds.

Voronin V. (lawyer, managing partner of
Altavista Law Firm):“The running of the statute of
limitations will now change significantly. They will
be calculated not from the moment they are
committed, but when they are revealed by the
competent authorities. Thus, in fact, the statute of
limitations for foreclosure on such property has been
annulled.... This gives us the right to assume the
beginning of de-privatization, that is, the legalized
confiscation of large assets acquired in the 1990s
and their transfer to state revenue”.

Rosenblat E. (head of the complex litigation
practice, lawyer at the Moscow Bar Association
Aronov & Partners): “Former officials cannot hide
behind the expiration of the statute of limitations
in order to preserve illegally acquired property”+.

order to confiscate wealth, there is no need to prove
corruption itself, the very fact that there is wealth is
enough... if an official did not privatize in the 1990s,
but was rapidly getting rich, then their wealth can be
confiscated even today”¥’.

According to a number of experts, this decision
is, perhaps, the most important and useful since the
formation of the Constitutional Court®. In fact, it
sets a precedent for the legitimate implementation
of another very important area of activity within
the framework of the elite renewal process,
namely...

“October 31, the Constitutional Court of Russia
made perhaps the most important and useful
decision since its formation - it announced the
abolition of the statute of limitations on corruption
cases, along with the confiscation of property
in favor of the state. High-ranking thieves who
acquired their fortune back in the 1990s will no
longer sleep peacefully - now the competent
authorities can come for them. And future corrupt
officials have been given a kind of ‘black mark’ —a
signal has been sent that there will be no mercy
in either 10 or 100 years” 4.

46 Trifonova E. The Constitutional Court has set specific historical conditions for private property. Available at: https://www.
ng.ru/politics/2024-10-31/3_9127_court.html?ysclid=m4chaykpzj908507909

47 Kulikov V., Svinova E. The abolition of the statute of limitations for corrupt officials by the Constitutional Court will not
change the results of privatization. Available at: https://rg.ru/2024/11/01/otkuda-dengi.html (opinion of M. Spiridonova, member
of the Russian Bar Association, managing partner of Leges Bureau).

4 Tbidem.

4 Corrupt officials were given a “black mark”: There is no more statute of limitations in cases of robbery in Russia. Available
at: https://tsargrad.tv/investigations/korrupcioneram-vydali-chjornuju-metku-po-delam-o-grabezhe-rossii-bolshe-net-srokov-

davnosti_1079834?ysclid=m4s3mkihby644009635
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4. Return of privately owned enterprises to the

State. According to experts, the “process of ‘mild’
nationalization began back in February 2022, but only
two years after the SMO did the authorities decide
on tougher measures...”>, what was signaled by the

Presidential Decree on the transfer of the Ulyanovsk
Machine Tool Plant to state ownership’'.

“Since the beginning of 2022, the Prosecutor
General’s Office has been conducting about
50 cases related to large businesses. That is,
almost all of them are connected with strategic
enterprises that should become state-owned....

Three plants in Chelyabinsk (Kuznetsk Ferro-
alloys, Serovsky Ferroalloy Plant and Chelyabinsk
Electrometallurgical Combine JSC) should return
to state ownership... the enterprises were sold
for an old song back in 1995. The controlling stake
belonged to the oligarch Yuri Antipov, and the
value of all securities is estimated at 168 billion
rubles as of 2022.

The de-privatzaion of business in Chelyabinsk
was carried out very quickly. All it took was to file
a lawsuit. In early February 2024, the Arbitration
Court seized all the property....”>

Thus, according to some analysts, “things are
coming true in Russia that have seemed impossible
since the time of Yeltsin. The words about the
revision of the results of privatization migrated from
posters to resolutions of the Prosecutor General’s

Office and news agency reports... Factories are
becoming national property, and their former
owners can no longer solve anything with suitcases
full of money in offices of top officials”33.

According to the Prosecutor General of the
Russian Federation I. Krasnov, “since 2022, more than
100 enterprises, whose assets are estimated at 1.3
trillion rubles, have been returned to state
ownership in Russia through court action”*.

Thus, elements of the elites renewal process
were emerging before the Valdai Forum in 2024.
However, while the whole world is going through a
transitional period of formation change (from a
unipolar to a multipolar form of existence) and
while the outcome of this period largely depends
on the strength of weapons, we cannot say with
confidence that patriotic forces in Russia “prevailed
over the liberal” (and “precisely for this reason”,
as some experts note, “Putin cannot get rid of the
liberals” who are closely associated with the West>).
So far, SMO goals have not been achieved; while
the whole world is in an active stage of civilizational
conflict, accompanied by the build-up of military
potential, the preparation of countries for World
War II1, and the growing threat of the use of nuclear
weapons, a lot depends on the situation “on the
battlefield”.

First of all, the key question that quite rightly
worries many experts is how the quality of our
civilization will change in the next 50—70 years.

3 Trishin M. The great nationalization has begun. Which defense enterprises have already been returned to the state? Available
at: https://dzen.ru/a/ZdhSQvPOARfIdZ-M?ysclid=m4mle 1kOhb652869732

31 On amendments to the list of movable and immovable property, securities, shares in the authorized (pooled) capitals of
Russian legal entities and property rights in respect of which temporary management is introduced, approved by Presidential
Decree 302, dated April 25, 2023: Presidential Decree 133, dated February 19, 2024.

32 Trishin M. The great nationalization has begun. Which defense enterprises have already been returned to the state? Available
at: https://dzen.ru/a/ZdhSQvPOARfIdZ-M?ysclid=m4mle 1kOhb652869732

3 Revnivtsev A. Russians have been waiting for this for 30 years: The state is taking away factories from the oligarchs. Available
at: https://tsargrad.tv/articles/russkie-zhdali-jetogo-30-let-gosudarstvo-zabiraet-u-oligarhov-i-zavody 963670

3 More than 100 enterprises have been nationalized in Russia since 2022. Available at: https://finance.rambler.ru/
business/52889621-v-rossii-s-2022-goda-bylo-natsionalizirovano-bolee- 100-predpriyatiy/

3 Delyagin M. Why Putin can’t get rid of the liberals. Available at: https://deita.ru/article/479377
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The facts shown in Insert 2 largely confirm the
“After the end of the hot phase of the Russian-

o i ) o experts’ confidence that the elements of the elites
Ukrainian conflict, major countries will gather and

, renewal process “will definitely me ith fierc
draw new borders, establish new rules, because no p y meet w ¢

one in the world wants to constantly fight, there will
be a ‘new Yalta conference’”’*".

“The Ukrainian conflict will launch a series of
political processes that are likely to change the

desperate resistance”®.

The head of state and the Government of the
Russian Federation continue to actively implement
concrete steps and make specific management

quality of our civilization for the next 50-70 (e isions that create conditions for a comprehensive

years...”’s? .
process of personnel changes in all key areas of

life in accordance with the new conditions that

In addition, we must not forget that more than .
’ g have come after February 2022: in the economy,

30 f th t of th 11 f th . . .
years, trom the moment o the collapse ot the education, and national defense capability

Soviet Union to the moment when Vladimir Putin
(Insert 3).

announced the start of the special military operation

(that is, from 1991 to 2022, during which the
O. Matveychev (State Duma Deputy, Deputy

new post-Soviet Russia was in a state of “covert
intervention”), could not pass without a trace.
According to experts, “... the enemy miscalculated
plans to orchestrate an Orange revolution for us,

Chair of the Committee on Information Policy): “As
aresult of amendments to the Constitution, some of
the president’s powers were transferred to the
State Duma. The idea was for ministers to be more

attuned to working with the Duma and to become
accustomed to the practice of public reporting.
Ministers and deputy prime ministers should

but they left a powerful fifth column in our rear”®,

“There are at least 38,000 unfinished const-
ruction projects in the defense industry. That’s
trillions of rubles. The question is, where is the
money? After all, it was allocated from the state

understand that if society does not like their work,
it can seriously complicate their future careers.
Therefore, the deputies of the State Duma regularly

budget, relevant officials were accountable to the meet with government officials, the leaders of the

President... Any ministry is rotten by now, not
just the Ministry of Defense. An audit is needed
everywhere... and it has been started everywhere’’>.

factions meet with the Prime Minister.”

“In the old days, many ministers... worked for
the sake of reporting, in order to show their work
to the president... if we see unpopular ministers
whose work raises questions, they will immediately

This is clearly d trated i b f
15 15 clearly demhonstrated n a humber o be attacked by opposition factions. This will already

specific episodes of behavior and activities of be a signal to the ministers that the ruling party can
individual representatives of the elites in the tell them “no’s".

economy, politics, culture... (Insert 2).

% Aslamova D. Armenians are told that Russians are “white Turks”. Opinion of T. Kocharyan (media expert, editor-in-chief
of Alpha News). Available at: https://www.pravda.ru/world/1918773-armeniya/

57 Vinnik D. A thousand days of my war. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/zapiski_politrabotnika_tisyacha dnej moej_vojni?ys-
clid=m50s01et49974933563 (Vinnik D. — Doctor of Sciences (Philosophy), professor at the Financial University under the Government
of the Russian Federation).

% Fenenko A. The world after the SMO. Available at: https://russiancouncil.ru/analytics-and-comments/analytics/mir-
posle-svo/?sphrase_id=152648206&ysclid=m03fqklwaj437058663

% Frolov Yu.A. We live in a unique time of renewal and unique purges. Available at: https://m.ok.ru/video/7918837434995
?2ysclid=m50rvkmj8x111721205

% Popov D. Putin acknowledged the betrayal of the elites: The revolution from above has begun. Available at: https://www.
mk.ru/politics/2024/11/08 /putin-priznal-predatelstvo-elit-nachalas-revolyuciya-sverkhu.html?ysclid=m4mavvlteb25960798

1 A deputy on new powers of the State Duma: “Parliament may reject the candidacy of a minister”. Available at: https://
fedpress.ru/article/3307918
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“Revolutionary” Words of the Russian President on November 7, 2024

Many of these decisions are aimed at the future;
they are changing the living conditions in the country.
For example, the amendments to the Constitution
of the Russian Federation proposed by the President
back in February 20207 today, at the end of 2024
allow the State Duma to actively insist on a law on
testing migrant children in the Russian language,
and the executive branch (represented by the RF
Government) is forced to yield to this pressure.

Nevertheless, the practical implementation of the
decisions taken will largely depend on specific
representatives of the ruling elites, as they say, “on
site”. Therefore, the President continues to draw
the attention of officials to the fact that the result
is important and not the reporting; in particular,
this concerns the implementation of new national
projects, which were presented by Chairman of the

“I would like to emphasize once again that we
should not be guided by bureaucratic logic - we
should lower our benchmarks in order to simplify
our work for ourselves and then report back. We
should not do this, it is unacceptable. Why deceive
ourselves...?

I would like to emphasize once again that it’s
not just about sums and budget discipline, which is
also very important. The main thing is that visible
results follow: new kindergartens and schools,
repaired roads and utility networks, modernized
hospitals and polyclinics, modern production facilities
created from scratch and landfills eliminated,
and so on....

I repeat: it is the opinion of citizens that is of
key importance... | suggest that at the next meeting
of our Council in June we assess the start of the

implementation of national projects, the progress of

RF Government Mikhail Mishustin on December their implementation and the first results”?.

5, 2024 and the first assessment of which is
scheduled to be carried out in June 2025.

December 10, 2024, the State Duma in the first reading unanimously approved a draft law that provides
for mandatory testing of Russian language proficiency among migrant children when they are admitted to
schools. In case of final approval of the draft law, Article 78 of the Law “On education” will be changed.
During the discussions “Chair of the State Duma V. Volodin expressed his strong displeasure with the remarks
received on behalf of the government, even using the expression “putting grit in the bearings”. In addition, he
stated that the deputies’ initiative appeared because the executive branch did not offer anything here. And the
parliament, they say, feels responsible for the government, in particular for not fulfilling the relevant instructions
of the RF President. Therefore, the speaker harshly raised the issue of an early second reading before the
representative of the Cabinet of Ministers in the State Duma and the Plenipotentiary representative of the
President of the Russian Federation, Garri Minkh. However, he gently but bluntly remarked: the concept of the
law is supported, although there are a number of serious comments, so if they can be removed, the presidential
administration will continue to support the initiative, if not, then ‘we will continue to work’. However, Volodin
did not keep silent in response to this, noting to Minkh that it was precisely the ‘leadership of the presidential
administration’ that supports this; and it is what everyone should proceed from’’?°.

4 In particular, the Federation Council and the State Duma have the right to exercise parliamentary control, including
sending parliamentary inquiries to the heads of state and local self-government bodies on issues within the competence of these
bodies and officials (Art. 103.1).

7> Session of the Council for Strategic Development and National Projects on December 5, 2024. Available at: http://www.
kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75762

7 Rodin I. The State Duma insists on adopting the law on the protection of schools from migrant children. Available at:
https://www.ng.ru/politics/2024-12-10/1_9153_migrants.html?ysclid=m50s5801iz301258261
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Such a situation in the public administration
system as a whole can be considered using the
example of individual system-wide problems and
tasks facing the state.

As an example, we can point out the issue of
migration, which, as many experts say, is one of the
“threats to national security”, and which leads (in
addition to other problems) “to a rapid change in
the cultural, linguistic and civilizational unity of
our country”’s,

According to statistics, over the period from
2021 to 2023, the proportion of people with a low
level of education among migrants coming to Russia
did not decrease, which does not fully correlate with
the head of state’s policy on the influx of specialists
with a “high level of intelligence and qualifications”:

v the share of migrants with secondary
and incomplete general education in 2021—-2023
was 31% of the total number of arrivals in Russia
(1 million people);

v" the share of migrants with primary education
or no education at all was 1.8% (62 thousand
people),

v the share of migrants who simply do not
indicate their level of education was 11% (383
thousand people)”.

“...what we definitely need is highly qualified
specialists, and here we absolutely need to
navigate and orient our migration services in such
a way that people with a high level of intelligence
and qualifications come to us for permanent

residence, for work, for residence in general”®.

Statistical data of the Investigative Committee
of the Russian Federation for 8 months of 2024

“Foreigners have committed more than 26,000
crimes, while compared to the same period last
year, there has been a 12% increase in the number
of serious crimes committed by newcomers.

The number of crimes committed by
“illegals” has almost tripled: from 2,880 to
8,059.

The number of criminal assaults by migrant
workers has increased from 5,868 to 9,708.

The number of crimes committed by
newcomers who acquired Russian citizenship
less than ten years ago has increased from 7
to 11 thousand.

This year, migrants have committed 73
extremist acts vs 59 crimes a year earlier®'.

In addition, according to the RF Investigative
Committee, there has been an increase in the
number of crimes committed by foreigners and
“illegals” in Russia, including crimes of an extremist
nature.

In other words, the dynamics of statistical data,
as well as the assessments of many experts, indicate
that “we have not yet developed a meaningful
migration policy”®2. At least, this is how migration
policy was assessed by Vladimir Putin on
June 7, 2024 at the plenary session of the
Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum
(Insert 4).

78 K. Malofeev. Speech at the Eighth Congress of Tsargrad (Moscow, October 24, 2024). The problem of migrants in Russia
has risen to full height: Either we solve it, or it affects us. Available at: https://tsargrad.tv/news/problema-migrantov-v-rossii-
vstala-v-polnyj-rost-ili-my-ejo-reshaem-ili-ona-nas_1073067/nsk?ysclid=m4s50vbtii82949111

7 Number and migration of the population of the Russian Federation in 2023: Statistical collection. Federal State Statistics
Service. Available at: https://rosstat.gov.ru/compendium/document/13283

8 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the 9th Agency for Strategic Initiatives forum “Strong Ideas for a New Age” on February 20,
2024. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/73505

81 Ivanov A. ICR reported an almost threefold increase in the number of crimes committed by illegal migrants. Available at:
https://zavtra.ru/events/skr_soobshil o pochti_tryohkratnom_roste chisla_prestuplenij_nelegal nih_migrantov?ysclid=m241

opr9d9277636059

82 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the plenary session of the Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum on June 7, 2024. Available

at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/74234
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“Revolutionary” Words of the Russian President on November 7, 2024

Migration policy in Russia, as S. Karaganoyv,
moderator of the discussion with the President,
noted, “is amazingly unrealistic and liberal”?’, or, as
some experts believe, it is “waltzing”. On the one
hand, decisions are being made, and quite actively
(Insert 5).

“When discussing migration issues in Russia, two
positions collide. The first one assumes that the
country faces serious demographic, economic and
social challenges.... The second one is a policy based
on the Russian Orthodox cultural core. The influx
of people of other ethnicities is, of course, blurring
it. Our migration policy, to put it mildly, waltzes
between these alternative approaches”®.

On the other hand, there are still conditions
under which there is active lobbying for the
importation of migrants, and at the highest
level.

Presidential Press Secretary Dmitry Peskov:
“Migrants are a necessity. The fact is that we have
a very tense demographic situation. We live in the
largest country in the world, but our population is
not large... In order for us to develop dynamically,
to implement all development plans, of course, we
need labor force. We welcome them”’®.

For example, back in 2022, Interior Minister
V. Kolokoltsev said that “there are 16 departments
that are interested in migrant labor”®°; and in 2024,
K. Kabanov directly stated that “the ‘subversive’
activities of migration lobbyists represented
mostly by construction oligarchs, ethnoligarchs —
owners of the largest markets, various services,
marketplaces, housing and communal services
dealers and some heads of regions, are going on
quite successfully”®!.

K. Kabanov, Chairman of the National Anti-
Corruption Committee, member of the HRC: “As
soon as Russia started talking about a tougher
migration regulation regime, business reacted
immediately. The lobbyists’ opposition has been
intense. We have literally adopted a number of
laws with great difficulty and with great effort...

‘The Golden Billion’, those of its representatives
who live in Russia, are in favor of migrants. The
elite in Russia has, in fact, already revealed its
cards... They believe that it makes no difference
who will inhabit Russia. We have such people in
power who de facto say the following: ‘We are
at the top, we are part of the golden billion’, and
who is at the bottom makes no difference to us.
Whether there are more Russians or someone else

there, we don’t care”?.

87 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the plenary session of the Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum on June 7, 2024.
Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/74234

8 Rubnikovich M., Pogodina A. “It would be better if we did not see them”. Will Russia be able to do without migrants? Available
at: https://www.gazeta.ru/social/2024/09/18/19763059.shtml?updated

8 The Kremlin explained why migrants are welcome in Russia. Available at: https://www.rbc.ru/society/22/11/2024,/67402

1a29a794777c6755257

% Gorevoy R. Gaster-roof. Available at: https://versia.ru/rabochej-sile-iz-srednej-azii-pokrovitelstvuyut-16-vedomstv?ysc

lid=m2efacjvfq302434325

1 The “subversive” activities of migration lobbyists in Russia are quite unsuccessful. Available at: https://newdaynews.ru/
authors/831404.html?ysclid=m2ef6nua79393811603 (K. Kabanov — Member of the Presidential Council for Human Rights,

Head of the National Anti-Corruption Committee).

2 The Golden Billion favors migrants. The elite in Russia has revealed its cards: “We are at the top, who is at the bottom
makes no difference to us”. Available at: https://tsargrad.tv/articles/zolotoj-milliard-za-migrantov-jelita-v-rossii-raskryla-karty-

my-verhushka-kto-vnizu-bez-raznicy 1046577
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EDITORIAL

Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V.

According to experts, “the lobbyists for the flow
of migrant workers are well known. They represent
the construction business and the housing and
communal services sector... For example, some real
estate objects are built using cheap migrant labor
and then sold for quite a lot of money, as a result,
we are talking about simply off-scale profits. There
are those who profit from this situation, which means
that there will be those who lobby for the preservation
of this state of affairs™®3.

Thus, the time that has come after the beginning
of the SMO requires the public administration
system (in all branches and at all levels) to take
clear, fast and coordinated actions in implementing
a systematic and comprehensive process of elite
renewal, which has actually been going on for a very
long time.

At the same time, quite objectively, realizing
that the historical scale of changes for Russia and
for the whole world, which began in February 2022,
cannot but meet fierce resistance from the West,
which means there is always a risk, the President
expressed only a hope, but not confidence, that
“Russia will never again return to the path it
followed until 20227,

We should note that this is not the first time that
Vladimir Putin has expressed regret over his
untimely and belated adoption of some of the most
important and fateful decisions for the country; this
concerns only the beginning of the SMO (which he
talked about during the “direct line” on December
19, 2024), but also, for example, the reunification

“As for 2014, in hindsight, we’re all smart, of
course, but we assumed that maybe we could come
to an agreement, and Lugansk and Donetsk,
somehow within the framework of the Minsk
agreements, which you probably know about,
would still be able to reunite with Ukraine. We were
sincerely striving for this. But we didn’t fully feel
the mood of the people, it was impossible to fully
understand what was going on there. But now it
has probably become obvious that this reunion
should have happened sooner. Maybe there would
not have been so many casualties among civilians,
there would not have been so many dead children

due to shelling, and so on”%,

of Russia with Donbass (which he talked about on
November 25, 2022 at a meeting with mothers of
military personnel).

However, today, at the end of almost three years
of the special military operation, Vladimir Putin’s
“revolutionary” words that Russia should not return
to the path it followed until 2022 indicate that
the President understands the seriousness of
the situation and the fact that Russia simply has
nowhere to retreat: “To achieve a strategic defeat
of Russia, defeat on the battlefield... is impossible by
definition, it will never happen®... because with the
loss of sovereignty, we lose our statehood... without
sovereignty, Russia cannot exist as an independent
country’s.

% Bregov A. Who makes money on the flow of migrants to Russia. Available at: https://politika.sevastopol.su/news/kto-delaet-
dengi-na-potoke-migrantov-v-rossiju/?ysclid=m4s346d80464929280 (Opinion of A. Zubets, Doctor of Sciences (Economics),
director of the Institute of Socio- Economic Research at the Financial University under the Government of the Russian Federation).

% Vladimir Putin’s meeting with mothers of military personnel on November 25, 2022. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/

events/president/news/69935

% Vladimir Putin’s interview to Tucker Carlson on February 9, 2024 Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/

news/73411

% “Direct line” with Vladimir Putin on December 19, 2024. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/

transcripts/75909
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“Revolutionary” Words of the Russian President on November 7, 2024

And if there is this understanding
Historian and writer S. Pereslegin notes that with the

beginning of the SMO, a “consensus appeared in Russian
understanding, then there must be appro-  society according to which the war should lead to the
priate actions aimed at the renewal of the transformation of the elite”, and there is also a consensus
according to which “one of the risks of war is the absence
of such a transformation”?’.

and if there is a public recognition of this

elites, especially considering that there is a

request for this from society.
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