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Abstract. October 7, 2024, Minchenko Consulting Communication Group published a report entitled
“The dynamics of Vladimir Putin’s image: From a “Warrior” to a “Ruler-Creator”, dedicated to analyzing
the activities of the head of state over the past 25 years. The experts identify three images (“Warrior”,
“Ruler”, “Creator”), which at different stages of Russian history were typical for the public figure of
Vladimir Putin. Moreover, the consistent transformation of these images was determined mainly by two
factors — the nature of the challenges facing the country and those facing the President personally, as well
as the needs and expectations of the broad strata of Russian society. In the context of the general idea
proposed by the specialists of Minchenko Consulting, we express our own point of view on the processes
taking place in the country and in the dynamics of Vladimir Putin’s image throughout his presidential
terms. We show the key role of the civilizational confrontation between Russia and the West in the
transformation of the image of the President as an exponent of public expectations. We pay considerable
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attention to the analysis of the internal changes taking place in the country, following the results of three

years of the special military operation. We present expert assessments characterizing the historical reasons

for the special military operation, as well as Russia’s prospects in the emerging multipolar world. The

paper also presents data from the current round of the monitoring of managerial decisions adopted by the

President and the Government of the Russian Federation; we have been conducting the monitoring for

more than two and a half years. Our contribution consists in an in-depth analysis of events and processes

taking place in the country, which is presented in a historical context, based on expert assessments from

a wide range of specialists in different fields of knowledge (economists, political scientists, sociologists,

historians, etc.), as well as on the data of our own sociological surveys conducted in the monitoring

mode, current reports in the media, own long-term experience in studying the effectiveness of public

administration.

Key words: President, elites, special military operation, public opinion, civilizational conflict.

October 7, 2024, Minchenko Consulting
Communication Group published a report on the
transformation of the image of the President of the
Russian Federation Vladimir Putin for the entire
period of his political activity!. According to
experts, “changing a politician’s public image is
not just about changing their own self-image.
This is a change in the dominant attitudes in public
communication regarding a particular political
figure”?. Or, in other words, a reflection in the
image of a politician of the expectations and hopes
of the majority of the population; in this case an
image is understood as “a holistic and sustainably
reproducible impression of the politician, their
motives, methods of action and possible results of
activity”3.

The image of Vladimir Putin has changed in
many ways in the 25 years since his first inauguration
(May 7, 2000). Having started as a “Warrior”
defending Russian statehood from complete
destruction as a result of the actions of Boris
Yeltsin’s “team”, the Chechen conflict, terrorist
attacks, the economic and demographic crisis,
etc., today Vladimir Putin represents a completely
different image — a man who “forms a new world

“The public image of a politician who has
been in power for more than one term inevitably
transforms during their time in office: under the
influence of external circumstances or as a result of
personal choice, in order to achieve political goals,
or it simply expresses a change in the emotional
background....

Putin began his presidency in the archetypal
image of a“Warrior”, over the years becoming a
full-fledged “Ruler” who makes changes to the
world order in real time, creating a new world
order in the role of a “Creator”.

A “Warrior” is a single-minded and active
fighter who strives, on the one hand, to defeat
enemies, and on the other, to protect friends/
people/voters (p. 5).

A “Ruler” creates order out of chaos and
supports it, organizes processes, and builds
hierarchy (p. 22).

A “Creator” is a person who creates a new
world order in which Russia will have a completely
new role, and creates new rules of the game within
the country and a new elite (p. 18).

order with new rules and a new place of the country
in it”4,

' Dynamics of Vladimir Putin’s image: From a Warrior to a Ruler-Creator: Report. Minchenko Consulting. October 2024.

23 p. Available at: https://minchenko.ru/news/news_235.html
2 Ibidem. P. 4.
3 Ibidem. P. 2.
4 Ibidem. P. 18.
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And this transformation is an outcome of a
complex interweaving of external and internal factors
that can only be analyzed in a single historical
context.

Of course, the special military operation became
a major factor that influenced both the image of
Vladimir Putin and the expectations and needs of
the population reflected in it. We recall that the
forced decision to launch the SMO was made by
the RF President on February 24, 2022, after the
NATO countries ignored Russia’s official demands
to ensure national security guarantees in January
20225, The SMO has been going on for three years
now, and during this period (as Vladimir Putin
himself noted), he “almost stopped laughing and is
now honing his skills in identifying key issues and
concentrating his attention and energy on solving
them™®.

However, the SMO is only part of the “big path”
toward transforming the image of the President and
the image of Russia. The beginning of this path
should be sought not even from the moment
when Vladimir Putin’s first inauguration took
place (May 7, 2000), but much earlier — starting
in the 1980s, when the first prerequisites for the
collapse of the USSR were created, and even from
the mid-1950s, when the country’s ruling elites
under Nikita Khrushchev’s government and in the

absence of Joseph Stalin’s “iron hand”, for the first
time truly, without fear of consequences, began to
acquire professional, financial, personal, family
“connections” in the West...

“Stalin once said that after his death, a lot of
garbage would be piled upon his grave, but the
wind of history would disperse it. Everything
turned out as the leader had foreseen. Less than
a few years later, Nikita Khrushchev, one of the
main ‘Stakhanovites of terror’ of the 1930s (it was
on his request to increase quotas for executions
that Stalin wrote: ‘Calm down, fool’) began to pour
mud on the leader. Khrushchev was not the first in
this regard: Trotsky began systematically throwing
mud (though interspersed with real criticism) at
Stalin, but a not too bright Khrushchev, a former
Trotskyist, was content with mud-throwing alone.
Then Khrushchev was joined by ‘scavengers’ - the
most zealous representatives of the ‘Sixtiers’,
not to mention the dissidents who sang ‘to other
people’s voices’ and ‘rode’ on other people’s
waves: they were part of Western anti-Soviet
propaganda’’.

“From Khrushchey, there is a direct line to
Gorbachev and Yeltsin, that is, to the betrayal of
national and class interests”®.

5 December 17, 2021, the Russian side officially presented requirements to the U.S. and NATO countries to provide legal

guarantees of national security (they are published on the official website of the Russian Foreign Ministry: https://www.mid.ru/
ru/foreign_policy/news/1790809/), including the requirements to exclude further NATO expansion to the east and the accession
of Ukraine to the alliance; to refuse any NATO military activities in Ukraine, Eastern Europe, Transcaucasia, Central Asia; not
to establish military bases in post-Soviet countries, etc. However, January 26, 2022, U.S. Secretary of State A. Blinken stated
that “the U.S. will not abandon the open door policy in NATO”, and NATO Secretary General J. Stoltenberg said, “We cannot
compromise on the principles on which our security has been based for decades”. It was only after diplomatic steps taken by Russia
to avoid conflict were ignored that Putin was forced to announce the start of the SMO (February 24, 2022).

6 “Results of the year” with Vladimir Putin. December 19, 2024. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/
transcripts/75909

7 Fursov A. Stalin and the wind of history. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/stalin-i-veter-istorii-2013-02-06-000000?ysc
lid=m7a20d2ulw372301822

8 Fursov A. XX Congress of the CPSU — a milestone on the path of national betrayal. Available at: https://izborsk-club.
ru/8447
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It was during Khrushchev’s time, as head of
VCIOM V. Fedorov writes, that “the roots of the
collapse of the USSR were found... First of all, it is
the nomenklatura itself, which simply wants to live
without fear of a dictator. This desire is reasonable;
however, solving their small philistine tasks, the
bureaucracy unwittingly jams the management
system™°.

S. Naryshkin: “We need to fully wake up from
the liberal “stupor” of the 1990s and return to the
roots. We have our own way. Russia is an original
country, a civilization with a thousand-year
history that should not be forgotten, much less
betrayed”™.

S. Kurginyan: “The liberal fog has put into
people’s heads the idea that it is possible to end an
entire historical period, to create a “black hole” in
place of 70 years of Soviet history”".

E. Ivanov: “The one who does not respect
his history is vicious... The Soviet government
brought up aristocratic spirit in the people of
labor. It turns out that if you can’t erase all this,
then you can sweep it under the rug, cover it
up. Therefore, opponents constantly weave an
anti-Soviet, and therefore an anti-patriotic basis
into the canvas of the positive. Moreover, the
defamation is intensifying... The liberal fog has
not yet lifted”".

The process of “internal fermentation” of the
Soviet elites (as we noted in one of our previous
papers'®), coinciding with the openly proclaimed
ambitions of the Collective West for world
domination, it eventually led to the destruction of
the Soviet Union. But more importantly, the collapse
of the USSR plunged Russia into a “liberal fog” (as
experts call it) for almost 35 years.

And there are people who are personally
responsible for this “largest geopolitical catastrophe
of the 20th century”'* (Insert 1). As noted by RAS
Corresponding Member Zh.T. Toshchenko, the
betrayal committed by them in the late 1980s
and early 1990s has “no statute of limitations”">;
“everyone who participated in the destruction of the
Soviet Union has their own measure of responsibility
for this sweeping tragedy”'°.

“The man-made nature of our tragedy and its
consequences should already be clear to everyone
today. After all, if you think about it, the current
military operation in Ukraine is the forced result
of the treacherous actions of the very “fifth
column” aimed at eliminating the Soviet power.
That is why there is no statute of limitations for
crimes committed by M. Gorbachey, B. Yeltsin,

A.N. Yakovlev and others like them”’"”.

 Fedorov V.V. Review of G. Derlugian’s book “How the World Works”. Sketches on macrosociological topics (2013). Fedorov

V.V. Uma palata. VCIOM, 2023. P. 24.

1 Naryshkin urged to finally wake up from the liberal stupefaction of the 1990s. Available at: https://ria.ru/20231207/

rossiya-1914337076.html1?ysclid=m6kh5av27¢263110085

' Kurginyan S. The Russian cauldron has boiled over, what explosions are planned in Russia? Available at: https://eot.su/

node/24020

12 Tvanov E. Do not lose vigilance! Available at: https://yarkprf.ru/%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D1
%8F%D0%B9%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B1%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%BE

%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C/

13 Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V. (2023). The system of oligarchic capitalism in Russia is inconsistent with the achievement of the
goals of the special military operation. Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast, 16(4), 9—37.
14 Presidential Address to the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation on April 25, 2005. Available at: http://www.kremlin.

ru/acts/bank/36354
15 Toshchenko Zh.T. (2022). Abyss of betrayal — Alexander Yakovlev. Pravda, 91(31294), August 19—22.
¢ Tbidem.
17 Tbidem.
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Some personal characteristics of representatives of the ruling elites responsible for the destruction
of the USSR (source: a series of interviews by Pravda newspaper political commentator V. Kozhemyako with
RAS corresponding member Zh.T. Toshchenko):

1. “All of them are characterized by extreme moral, moral impurity, or more precisely, absolute
immorality... the feeling of patriotism is unknown to most of these people”®.

2. “Anirrepressible, unlimited, and even pathological desire for power became the meaning of life
for them... they reached a fantastic scale of their capital without investing a single ruble in production, in
the creation of material and spiritual values! They simply robbed the people, appropriating the enormous
wealth they had created during the Soviet era”*.

3. “Itis more important for them to be visible and make a favorable impression. And as a rule, they
like themselves very much, often even admire themselves... However, obsession with form to the detriment
of content, and even more so increased complacency, not supported by weighty deeds, is clearly flawed....
Blatant incompetence and absolute inability to do the job assigned - that’s what it is”°.

4. ‘“...alot of random and completely unsuitable people rose to the top of power. Such, if | may say

so, was Yeltsin’s personnel policy, this mixture of arbitrary fantasies and absurd decisions”*'.

Zh.T. Toshchenko writes: “The late Soviet elite calls itself...”?? This is clearly demonstrated by
did not consider sovereignty an absolute value... the personal characteristics (Insert 1) and public
objectively speaking, it served the interests not of statements of its representatives, for example, the
its native country, but of a completely different first President of the Russian Federation Boris
state — the “city upon a hill”, as the United States Yeltsin.

Excerpts from Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s Address to U.S. Congress on June 17, 1992%:

1. ‘“Citizens of Russia upheld their freedom and did not allow the continuation of the 75 years of
nightmare. From this high rostrum | want to express our sincere thanks and gratitude to President Bush
and to the American people for their invaluable moral support for the just cause of the people of Russia”.

2. ‘““We realize our great responsibility for the success of our changes, not only toward the people of
Russia, but also toward the citizens of America and of the entire world. Today the freedom of America is
being upheld in Russia”.

3. ‘““Dear members of the Congress! Every person bears the stamp of their time. There is no exception
for anyone — neither for an ordinary citizen nor for the President. Much has been experienced, much has
been rethought. And now | would like to end my speech with the words from a song by Irving Berlin, an
American composer of Russian origin: “God bless America!”

18 Toshchenko Zh.T. (2022). Insidious knife in the back of state security. Pravda, 106(31309), September 23—26.

1 Toshchenko Zh.T. (2021). Disguises of werewolves. Pravda, 93(31153). August 27—30.

2 Tbidem.

2l Toshchenko Zh.T. (2022). The Nemtsov outdid Khlestakov himself. Pravda, 132(31335), November 25—28.

22 Toshchenko Zh.T. (2022). Insidious knife in the back of state security. Pravda, 106(31309), September 23—26.

2 Full text of Yeltsin’s Address to U.S. Congress on June 17, 1992. Available at: https://proza.ru/2024,/03/19/1226?ysclid=
m6khxsqq2m355394926
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EDITORIAL Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V.

We should note that Vladimir Putin at the

beginning of his first presidency repeatedly made
1. ‘“...we did offer every option to our . Lo .

attempts to “integrate” Russia into the family of
Western partners, as | used to call them, we o

so-called civilizational peoples. He has spoken
thought we were one of them, we wanted to be . . L

about this publicly more than once. This is also
in the family of so-called civilized nations. . . o

evidenced by the fact that, in principle, he was able
| reached out to NATO suggesting that we look . .

to lead the country in conditions of a completely
into that possibility, but we were quickly shown . L.

liberal state and the total superiority of pro-Western
the door; they didn’t even bother to consider it”’3s. L . o .

elites in the public administration system.

2. ‘I have said this publicly to both our allies . .
As experts have noted, “if in our recent history

and partners. There was a moment when | simply . . .

one is to look for a period of truly serious and
suggested: perhaps we should also join NATO? . L. .

persistent efforts to fit Russia into a Western-centric
But no, NATO does not need a country like . . .

. model, it is the early years of Putin’s presidency”.

ours’’36,

3. ‘“...I've said it publicly, | can reiterate. At
a meeting here in the Kremlin with the outgoing

President Bill Clinton, right here in the next

“ . .
room, | said to him, | asked him, ‘Bill, do you At the end of 1999, the Russian Federation

think if Russia asked to join NATO, do you think it s & el Eanitiny ln @ril, e, 2 el

to many at the time, was facing the second and
would happen?’ Suddenly he said: ‘You know, it’s y ’ g
. . . . . final phase of its disintegration. The first phase
interesting, | think yes’. But in the evening, when

took place in 1991, when 15 countries, including
we had dinner, he said, ‘You know, I’ve talked to . . .

the Russian Federation, emerged instead of a
my team, no-no, it’s not possible now... | asked the . . ; q

large historical Russia... This country, governed

S . -
g, T [ el Do @ e Al T ey by a coalition of oligarchs and a confused, weak

I got was no... If he had said yes, the process of bureaucracy, had no coherent foreign policy -

rapprochement would have commenced, and and could not have... What Boris Yeltsin handed

eventually it might have happened if we had seen to Putin was a weak Russia that had lost not only
some sincere desire on the part of our partners. almost all of its positions in the world, but also,
But it didn’t happen”. even more terrifyingly, respect”.

3 Vladimir Putin’s meeting with war correspondents on June 13, 2023. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/
president/news/71391/videos

% Vladimir Putin’s speech at the Valdai International Discussion Club meeting on October 5, 2023. Available at: http://
www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/72444

37 Vladimir Putin’s interview to Tucker Carlson on February 9, 2024. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/
news/73411

¥ Lukyanov FE. Why was Putin disappointed in the Western way for the Russian Federation: An interview to the newspaper
Argumenty i fakty. Available at: https://dzen.ru/a/Y_d-SiCGcVQwnbSp?ysclid=m702sz112q812452364

¥ Akopov V. (2017). Vladimir Putin’s world order. In: Russian Federal publication “Gross Domestic Product (GDP)”. No.
102. P. 36. Available at: https://xn--blaa3b.xn--plai/magazine/vvp102.htmI?EID=28911

Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast Volume 18, Issue 1, 2025 17



Vladimir Putin’s 25 Years of Presidential Terms: “Warrior”, “Ruler”, “Creator”

At the same time, it is also necessary to
understand the general situation (in the country, in
the government) in which Vladimir Putin began his
presidential activity. It was a time of active struggle
against the “semibankirschina”* and the ongoing
Chechen war, the cessation of which was the primary

Vladimir Putin: “In 2000, after | was elected
President, | will always remember what I faced: |
will remember the price we paid for destroying
the den of terrorism in the North Caucasus, which
the West almost openly supported at the time...
after the situation had stabilized, when the main
terrorist gangs had been defeated, including thanks
to the bravery of the Chechen people, we decided
not to turn back, not to play the offended, but to
move forward, to build relations even with those
who actually acted against us, to establish and
develop relations with all who wanted them, based
on mutual benefit and respect for one another. We

thought it was in everyone’s interest... ”’#

condition for the preservation of Russian statehood
and the main thing that the President focused on.

However, “starting as a Western-oriented politi-
cian, the President gradually became disillusioned
with this path for Russia”#. Rather, he was not just
“disappointed”, but he realized that the West needs
Russia only in the form of a colony (in particular,
this was openly stated by U.S. President B. Clinton,
voicing the strategy of U.S. foreign policy toward
Russia).

Vladimir Putin (2022): “The West managed to
grab hold of Russia’s wealth only in the late 20th
century, when the state had been destroyed. They
called us friends and partners, but they treated us
like a colony”’*.

“The so-called West, with its colonial habits and
its habit of fomenting national conflicts around the
world, seeks not only to restrain our development;
instead of Russia, they need a dependent, fading,

dying space where they can do anything” 4.

4 “Semibankirschina — seven oligarchs whom the team of former President Boris Yeltsin ‘relied on’:

1. Vladimir Potanin (ONEXIM Bank),

2. Vladimir Gusinsky (Bridge Bank),

3. Mikhail Khodorkovsky* (MENATEP),
4. Pyotr Aven (Alfa-Bank),

5. Mikhail Fridman (Alfa-Bank),

6. Alexander Smolensky (Capital Savings Bank, since 1997 — SBS-Agro),

7. Boris Berezovsky (United Bank).

A number of media outlets also included Vladimir Vinogradov (Inkombank) and Vitaly Malkin (Russian Credit) in the
semibankirschina (source: https://ria.ru/20111108/483944714.html).

According to B. Berezovsky (as follows from his interview with the Financial Times on November 1, 1996), these seven
people “controlled more than 50% of the Russian economy and jointly influenced the adoption of the most important domestic
political decisions in Russia”.

February 28, 2000, at a meeting with trusted officials, Vladimir Putin announced that “all participants in the game, both on
the political stage of the country and in the economy, should be placed on absolutely equal terms so that no one could gain any
advantages by approaching power from the left or the right”. After that, the most notorious representatives of the semibankirschina
were either arrested or forced to leave the country.

* Included in the register of foreign agents.

41 Putin. Valdai 2022. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/69695

# Lukyanov F. Why was Putin disappointed in the Western way for the Russian Federation: An interview to the newspaper
Argumenty i fakty. Available at: https://dzen.ru/a/Y_d-SiCGcVQwnb5p?ysclid=m702sz112q812452364

4 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the ceremony for signing the treaties on the accession of the Donetsk People’s Republic, the
Lugansk People’s Republic, the Zaporozhye Region and the Kherson Region to the Russian Federation, September 30, 2022.
Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/speeches/69465

# Presidential Address to the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation on February 29, 2024. Available at: http://www.
kremlin.ru/events/president/news/73585
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Excerpt from a speech by U.S. President Bill Clinton at a secret meeting
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on October 24, 1995%:

“Over the past ten years, our policy toward the USSR and its allies has convincingly proved the correctness
of our course towards eliminating one of the strongest powers in the world, as well as the strongest military
bloc. Using the blunders of Soviet diplomacy, the extreme arrogance of Gorbachev and his entourage,
including those who openly took a pro-American position, we achieved what President Truman was going
to do to the Soviets with the atomic bomb. However, with one significant difference — we received a raw

material appendage, and not a state destroyed by an atom”.

“Granted, we have spent many billions of dollars on this, and we are already close to what Russians call
self-sufficiency. In four years, we and our allies have received fifteen billion dollars worth of various strategic
raw materials, hundreds of tons of silver, gold, precious stones, etc. For non-existent projects, over twenty
thousand tons of aluminum, two thousand tons of cesium, beryllium, strontium, etc. have been transferred
to us for negligible amounts. Many of our military and businessmen did not believe in the success of the
upcoming operations. And in vain. By shaking the ideological foundations of the USSR, we managed to

bloodlessly bring out of the war for world domination a state that is America’s main competitor...”

“In the next decade, the following problems will have to be solved: the dismemberment of Russia into
small states through inter-regional wars, similar to those organized in Yugoslavia; the final collapse of the
Russian military-industrial complex and the army; the establishment of regimes in the republics that broke

away from Russia, which we need”.

The West will not tolerate a strong, sovereign
Russia and will do everything to preserve its “vassal” Tz et e @verloeienl e el Sl =
position. And, in fact, all stages of Vladimir Putin’s the Russian president has decided to turn away
. . . . from the West by virtue of his own ideas, to turn
presidential activity represented a single process of

. . . Russia away from the West conceptually and
strengthening the national sovereignty of the country . .
) . ideologically”’+.
after he realized this fact.

4 Karaulov A.* Bill Clinton’s report on how the U.S. plundered Russia’s resources in the 1990s. Available at: https://ruskline.
ru/video/2019/aprel/20/doklad_billa_klintona_o_tom_kak_ssha_razvorovyvali_resursy_rossii_v_90h/

* Included in the register of foreign agents.

4% Remchukov K. What we will have after the talks between Trump and Putin. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/
politics/2025-02-02/1_9183_negotiation.html
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KEY CHALLENGES FACING VLADIMIR PUTIN
AT ALL STAGES OF HIS PRESIDENTIAL TERMS*:

“During Vladimir Putin’s first premiership and first presidency (1999-2004), the main challenge for him

was the preservation of the Russian state and the formation of a capable centralized administrative
apparatus in opposition to supporters of the oligarchic model and terrorist attacks. At the same time, in
foreign policy, the Russian elites tried to implement a strategy of joining a recognized club of world powers
on their own terms”.

“Putin’s second presidential term (2004-2008) was a period of intra-elite consolidation, the greatest

economic success and at the same time increasing tension in relations with the West against the background
of a series of ‘color revolutions’ around the perimeter of the country, the expansion of NATO to the East,
which led first to a public crisis in relations (2007 Munich Speech), and then and to the Russian-Georgian
war (2008)”.

“The power tandem of Vladimir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev (2008-2012) became a time of searching for
anew model of the country’s development and its role in the global world order. Among other things, options
were being explored for a ‘reset’ of relations with the Collective West, including the United States, combined
with modernization aimed at further integration into the global market, or the sovereignization of the political
and economic system. A combination of factors prompted the choice of the second option and the return
to the presidency of Vladimir Putin as its author. These include the global financial crisis, a series of coups
in the East under the general brand of the Arab Spring, the violent overthrow of the regime in Libya and
the chaos that followed in that country. Putin’s team was convinced of the correctness of the decision they
had made because then the mass unrest in Russia in 2011-2012 followed, which caused the deepest distrust
of Putin’s team in the Western-oriented part of the Russian elite”.

“Nevertheless, Putin began his third presidential term (2012-2018) not with foreign policy activity, but
with a large-scale social reversal, expressed in the so-called May decrees. However, the 2014 Euromaidan
forced them to focus on responding to a full-scale external challenge”.

“By the beginning of Putin’s fourth term (2018-2024), when it seemed that the unfavorable foreign policy
environment had stabilized, the challenge of updating the system and a certain voter fatigue became key.
And the 2024 campaign took place in a hot phase of conflict with the West and its proxies”.

Vladimir Putin’s fifth presidential term (2024 — present): “In his speeches delivered to the public, to the
elite, Vladimir Putin adheres to the organic non-verbal image of a “Warrior Ruler”’, showing that he does not
so much intend to destroy the existing system of international relations, as to modernize it and make it more
fair...

In domestic politics, every year Vladimir Putin acquires completely new features of the archetypal image
of a “Creator” — a person who creates a new world order in which Russia will have a completely new role,
and creates new rules of the game within the country and a new elite.... It was the actions of Russia and
its leader that exposed the contradictions that had accumulated over the years in the old world order”.

P. 3.

4 Dynamics of Vladimir Putin’s image: From a Warrior to a Ruler-Creator: Report. Minchenko Consulting. October 2024.
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Ilyin V.A., Morev M.V.

The above excerpts from the Minchenko
Consulting report allow us to say that the challenges
and threats to national security that Vladimir Putin
had to face throughout his presidential terms
were numerous. They emerged consistently,
systematically and were of a complex nature,
manifesting themselves not only in the international
political arena, but also inside the country through
the activities of the “fifth” and “sixth” columns
closely linked to the West (organizationally,
financially, ideologically)*. Moreover, many (if
not most) of these challenges were created by the
hands of the West itself, quite logically following its
officially stated strategic goal in foreign policy — to
contain Russia’s development®.

The West’s unwillingness to build relations with
Russia as a full-fledged sovereign partner, and the
ability to see it only as a colony that has resigned
itself to this geopolitical status, has predetermined
the nature of relations between the two countries
over the past 25 years. In this historical context,
it is quite understandable why the SMO, which
was originally launched as a means to “protect
people, first of all, to protect Russia itself from those

threats that are emerging on the territories adjacent to
us that had been our own throughout the history™",
has ultimately become a mechanism and a tool for
comprehensive transformation of the country:
without internal changes it is impossible to get out
of the “liberal fog”. Therefore, in the internal life
of our country against the background of the SMO
certain changes are taking place in very important
and key areas: legislation, value orientations,

education of the younger generations, etc.

“What are we fighting for? Is it only for the
lands that were torn away from the Russian world
and the humiliated brothers? Of course, not only
for that. The front of the SMO, while it is operating,
generates a second front within Russia, the
front of self-purification. And this battle, no less
important for our fate, is taking place in the depths
of Russia, in its capitals...

The main result of the SMO, the main task
within Russia, is the renewal of the elites, moving
away from cronyism to its service class people
type”’>'.

4 “The “fifth’ column is ‘radical anti-state figures; a number of media and hotel figures who have the status of foreign

agents. The ‘sixth’ column is ‘liberals and Westerners who occupy a high position in the state — in the hierarchy, government,
economy. They are no better than the fifth column. They also consider Russia a periphery of Western civilization, also despise
the people and the state, are as cynical about Russian history and can’t wait to return to the blessed 1990s” (Source: Dugin A.
The sixth column in power is not comparable to the Russian future. Available at: https://izborsk-club.ru/21721?ysclid=m706
8¢70fp389721203).

4 Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) — a U.S. federal law imposing additional sanctions
on Iran, North Korea and Russia. The law was approved by the 115th U.S. Congress, by a 98 to 2 vote in U.S. Senate, and signed
into law on August 2, 2017 by U.S. President D. Trump.

0 V. Putin. Meeting with students as part of a visit to the Lomonosov cluster of the MSU Innovation Science and Technology
Center “Vorobyovy Gory”, January 25, 2023. Available at: https://iz.ru/1460034/2023-01-25/putin-nazval-tceliu-svo-zashchitu-
rossii-i-grazhdan-strany

St Averyanov A. What we are fighting for. To the 10th anniversary of the Russian Spring. Available at: https://izborsk-club.
ru/25702?ysclid=Ix4fa2xiei532116915
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The size of the country’s territory and population
are changing. Russia’s area with the new territories®
within their boundaries from February 2022
increased by 108 thousand square kilometers’?;
“the projected population in the new constituent
entities of Russia as of January 1, 2024 was
determined to be 3,227,429 people”**. These data
were published in the draft budget of the Federal
Compulsory Medical Insurance Fund for 2024
and for the planning period of 2025 and 2026>.

Russian legislation is changing. The changes
affect the very foundation of the Russian state and
society: language, culture, system of values, quality
of younger generations, foundations of Russia’s
position in the international arena, and so on.

Moreover, the format of this paper does not
allow us to provide information on all the regular,
daily management decisions aimed at supporting
SMO participants and their families; socio-
economic support of the general population (prima-
rily families with children); fighting against
foreign agents; strengthening the Russian
economy under sanctions and many other
important areas (we have been monitoring
them since June 2022, i.e. more than two years
already)”’; Insert 2 shows the data from the next
round for the period December 18, 2024 through
February 13, 2025).

32 Federal constitutional laws on the admission to the Russian Federation and the formation of new constituent entities within
the Russian Federation — the Donetsk People’s Republic, Lugansk People’s Republic, Zaporozhye Region, Kherson Region —
were signed by the President of the Russian Federation on October 5, 2022.

3 Shaipova M. One for all: Russia admitted new territories. Available at: https://iz.ru/1403643/mariia-shaipova/odna-dlia-

vsekh-rossiia-priniala-novye-territorii

3 The authorities for the first time named the number of Russians in the new regions. Available at: https://www.rbc.ru/eco
nomics/29/09/2023/6516¢5449a79477c35e5f12d?ysclid=m6qh805sid422551338

3 Legislative support system. Draft Law 4448556-8 “On the budget of the Federal Compulsory Medical Insurance Fund for
2024 and for the planning period of 2025 and 2026”. Available at: https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/448556-8

% See, for example:

v' Federal Law 255, dated July 14, 2022 “On control over the activities of persons under foreign influence”,
v Presidential Decree 809, dated November 9, 2022 “On approval of the principles of state policy for preserving and

strengthening traditional Russian spiritual and moral values”,

v’ Presidential Decree 229, dated March 31, 2023 “On approval of the Foreign Policy Concept of the Russian Federation”,
v Presidential Decree 314, dated May 8, 2024 “On approval of the fundamentals of state policy of the Russian Federation

in the field of historical education”, etc.

7 The first issue of the monitoring is presented in the article: Ilyin V.A., Morev M..V. (2022). A difficult road after the Rubicon.
Economic and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast, 15(3), 9—41.
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In addition, during the period of the
SMO, new forms (elements) of the mecha-
nism of renewal of the ruling elites at all
levels of government began to be created.
We are talking about the “Time of Heroes”
program, which trains new personnel for
the system of governance, and the activities
of law enforcement agencies (under the
leadership of A.R. Belousov, A.V. Bortnikov,
A.l. Bastrykin, I.V. Krasnov, etc.) aimed at
ousting corrupt officials from the “old” elite,
nationalization of large economic assets®
and legal assessment of the criminal actions
of the elites of the 1990s”,

S. Kirienko: “People with experience and awards
became convinced that the program really works, and
began to actively apply for participation. The share of the
Heroes of Russia relative to those who applied in the first
wave of registration increased by 53.5% and amounted to
51 people, the share of holders of four Orders of Courage
increased 18-fold, three Orders of Courage - 9-fold, two
Orders of Courage — 47-fold...

“The total number of applications for the program
amounted to more than 65.5 thousand ... previously, 22
appointments were made from among the participants of
the first stream of training in the program. Among them:
Presidential Plenipotentiary in the Ural Federal District A.
Zhoga, head of the Tambov Region E. Pervyshov, head
of the Movement of the First A. Orlov, and senator of

First Deputy Head of the Presidential the Russian Federation A. Kondratiev. A number of other

Administration S. Kiriyenko noted: “The program participants are preparing to move to new jobs.

[Ti fH i I Kine” Head of the “Time of Heroes” program M. Kostyuk was
rogram [ Tim I IST workin,

p og'a & OLLICIOES S callywo & appointed acting Governor of the Jewish Autonomous
as evidenced by the growth in the number of Region”s

applications from participants.

% Some examples 20242025 (source: Which private companies the prosecutor’s office demanded to be handed
over to the state. Available at: https://www.rbc.ru/business/29/03/2024/64¢3a6769a7947634c¢7¢9f53?ysclid=m-
70b13057i348791285):

v January 15 — lawsuit by the Prosecutor General’s Office to forfeit the shares of the car dealer Rolf to the state (January
15, 2024); March 28 — lawsuit by the Prosecutor General’s Office to forfeit the shares of pasta producer Makfa JSC to the state;

v July 3, 2024 — recognition of the business as an extremist association and seizure of assets of vodka brands “Moskovska-
ya” and “Stolichnaya” in favor of the state;

v February 19, 2024 — return of the Ivanovo Heavy Machine-Tool Plant to state ownership;

v" February 7, 2024 — lawsuit filed by the Prosecutor Generalss Office to transfer ownership of JSC Serov Ferroalloy
Plant, JSC Chelyabinsk Electrometallurgical Plant and JSC Kuznetsk Ferroalloys to the state;

v" April 5, 2024 — transfer of Ariant Group assets (including Kuban-Vino, the largest wine producer in Russia) into state
ownership;

v" November 12 — nationalization of the Moscow Hotel building, including the five-star Four Seasons Hotel Moscow,
the Modny Sezon shopping gallery and a complex of apartments located in the building;

v" November 25 — nationalization of business centers and shopping complexes associated with ex-banker Khotin (27
properties with an area of over 1.5 million square meters, including shopping centers Gorbushkin Dvor, Filion, etc.);

v’ January 29, 2025 — the Prosecutor General’s Office filed a lawsuit with the Arbitration Court of the Tambov Region
against MCD Technologies, a Luxembourg-registered company (the essence of the supervisory agency’s claims is not disclosed);

v’ January 29, 2025 — a lawsuit filed by the Prosecutor General’s Office against Domodedovo Group companies and legal
entities related to the airport (the lawsuit was filed after a prosecutor’s audit of the privatization of a number of facilities at the
airport).

¢ Tt is about the decision of the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation on October 31, 2024 to remove the statute
of limitations on real estate acquired with proceeds of corruption, which, according to lawyers, “gives the right to legalized
confiscation of large assets obtained in the 1990s”.

" Time of Heroes. February 4, 2025. Available at: https://xn--blaachbaOcsne6n.xn--plai/news/tpost/gxoleps891-sredi-
uchastnikov-otbora-na-programmu-vr?ysclid=m6t35woxp111493411 (S. Kirienko. February 4, 2025. Meeting of the Public
Council of the “Time of Heroes” program).

2 Tbidem.
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Vladimir Putin: “This year [2024], more
than three hundred of our comrades-in-arms,
veterans of the special military operation, have
already received the support of voters in various
elections across the country. People trust such
candidates, count on their integrity, honesty,
professionalism... the meaning of this request
from society is to increase the requirements
for the quality and effectiveness of work at all
levels of government, so that municipalities,
regional teams, and federal structures include
people for whom a sense of duty and service to
society and the country come first...

| propose and consider it necessary to expand
the federal project “Time of Heroes”: to launch
similar programs in the regions, as has already
been done in the Stavropol Territory, the Belgorod,
Voronezh, Ryazan, Samara, Tula regions and in

the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Area”s.

In addition, on the initiative of the President
announced on December 14, 2024 at the 22nd
Congress of the All-Russian political party “United

Russia”, programs similar to the “Time of Heroes”
are being actively created in all regions of the
country.

As experts note, “after Putin’s publicly
expressed wish to promote the system of personnel
selection from front-line soldiers, a competition
began in the regions. In December 2024 no less than
two dozen projects appeared, in January the race
continued, and in February it should apparently
come to a close... Moreover, regional authorities
have already begun to create special positions for
graduates of their schools for the ‘new elite”’%*.

However, we should emphasize that so far this
mechanism is only at the very beginning, and the
tangible results in the form of real renewal of
managerial personnel in the country are still quite
far away. In fact, 22 appointments to managerial
positions of the first graduates of the “Time of
Heroes” program are “a drop in the ocean” against
the background of about 759 thousand (according
to the data for 2022) managers at all levels of public
administration (7ab. /). And how many years it will
take to actually launch a process of elite change in
the country is still unknown...

Table 1. Number of employees in government bodies
and local self-government bodies of Russia (end of year), thousand people

2022
Government body 2000 2022 0 2000, %

Federal state bodies at the federal level 38.8 54.2 139.7
State bodies of constituent entities of the Russian Federation 192.8 2515 130.4
Local self-government bodies and election commissions of municipalities 448.0 453.3 101.2
Total in state government bodies (without territorial subdivisions of federal government
bodies in constituent entities of the Russian Federation) and local self-government 679.6 759.0 1117
bodies
Source: Number of employees of state bodies and local self-government bodies by branch of government and level of administration.
Rosstat. Available at: https://rosstat.gov.ru/storage/mediabank/Chisl_vetv_vlasti.xls

63 Vladimir Putin’s speech at the 22nd Congress of the All-Russian political party United Russia, December 14, 2024. Available

at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75881

¢ Garmonenko D. “The time of heroes” has come in almost all regions. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/politics/
2025-02-17/3_9194 regions.html?ysclid=m7bg810c18450274323
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During the period of the SMO, tangible changes
in the system of education and upbringing of the
younger generations of Russians finally began to take
place. The emergence of the All-Russian Public-
State Movement of Children and Youth “Movement
of the First”7? (July 2022), introduction in Russian
schools of a cycle of extracurricular classes “Talking
about Important Things” (from September 1,
2022), a unified history textbook (from September
1, 2023), Presidential Decree 314 of May 8§, 2024
“On approval of the fundamentals of the state policy
of the Russian Federation in the field of historical
education””® (which, as A. Dugin noted, was “a
radical breakthrough in our historical science and
historical education, which until recently had been
dominated by Westernism»’4), abandonment of the
Bologna system of education in higher education
institutions (from September 1, 2026; Insert 3)’° and
many other decisions taken by the State Duma, the
RF Government and the head of state (Insert 4) —
all this was done in the context of the SMO, and all
this will certainly change Russian society toward
strengthening national identity based on a deep
knowledge of national history and understanding
of the real civilizational meanings of geopolitical
relations rather than formal, artificially introduced
“rules”.

In the context of the SMO important changes
are taking place in the public consciousness of the
majority of citizens. This is evidenced by the results
of multi-year monitoring studies, including for the
last 3 years:

1. In 2022—2024 there was a steady positive

trend in the share of people who believe that the

head of state is successfully handling challenging
issues in the country (Insert 5.1; Tab. 2), such as:

v’ strengthening international positions (5 p.p.
growth, from 47 to 52% in 2022—2024);

v imposing order (9 p.p. growth, from 41 to
50%);

v protecting democracy (12 p.p. growth, from
33t045%);

v’ economic recovery, growth of citizens’
welfare (13 p.p. growth, from 26 to 39%).

In 2024, their proportion reached the maximum
value for the entire period of measurement, starting
from 2000, which indicates the growing support of
the majority of the population not only for foreign,
but also for the internal policy of the President. As
we said at the very beginning of the paper (referring
to the data from Minchenko Consulting), the
image of Putin as a “Creator” is not only “his own
perceptions of himself”, but also “a reflection of
the expectations and hopes of the majority of the
population”7®,

Table 2. Proportion of people who consider the
RF President’s actions to address key problems
of the country as successful, % of respondents

Key problem 2021 o024 | Dynamics
(+-)
Strengthening Russia’s
, d . g " 46.6 52.4 +5
international positions
Imposing order in the 407 497 49
country
Protecting democracy,
strengthening citizens’ 33.3 449 +12
freedoms
Economic rgpovery, 26.0 390 3
growth of citizens’ welfare
TOTAL 4/0
number of positive / negative changes
Wording of the question: “How successfully, in your opinion,
does the President of the Russian Federation cope with the
problems...?”; the question has been asked since 2000.

72 Federal Law 261-FZ “On the Russian Movement of Children and Youth”, dated July 14, 2022.

3 http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/73986

4 Dugin A. Public enlightenment by Russian history. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/prosveshenie _obshestva_russkoj_ist

oriej?ysclid=1x2yh660gu546017827

> Higher education institutions will switch to a renewed education system in 2026. Available at: https://ria.ru/20250107/

obrazovanie-1992703583.html

6 Dynamics of Vladimir Putin’s image: From a Warrior to a Ruler-Creator: Report. Minchenko Consulting. October 2024.

23 p. Available at: https://minchenko.ru/news/news_235.html
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2. During the period of the SMO (2022—2024),
the share of those who believe that modern Russian
society is organized fairly (Insert 5.2; Tab. 3) has
for the first time acquired a stable trend. In 2024,
their share was the highest for the period from 2015
t0 2024 (28%).

Of course, we should note that the share of
those who hold the opposite point of view is still
much larger (51%), but over the three years of
the SMO it has decreased (by 9 p.p., from 60%
in 2021 to 51% in 2024), while the e of propor-
tion of those who believe that modern Russian

Table 3. Proportion of those
who believe that modern Russian society
is organized fairly, % of respondents

Population 2021 2024 Dynamics
group (+/-)
Sex
Men 16.1 275 +11
Women 18.0 27.7 +10
Age
Under 30 17.1 28.1 +11
30-55 16.8 27.4 +11
Over 55 17.5 271.7 +10
Education
Secondary and
incomplete 12.6 22.6 +10
secondary
Secondary 19.4 30.0 11
vocational
Higher 18.9 301 +11
Income group
Bottom 20% 20.2 231 +3
Middle 60% 15.5 27.0 +12
Top 20% 19.7 33.8 +14
Region 17.1 27.6 +11
TOTAL
number of positive / negative changes 13/0
in all groups

Wording of the question: “How would you assess the current
state of Russian society: is it organized rather fairly or unfairly?”;
the question has been asked since 2015.

society is sooner fair has increased (by 11 p.p.,
from 17 to 28%).

3. Since 2022, for the first time in the measure-
ment period (since 2011), the dynamics of growth in
the share of those who note that Russian society is
becoming “more united”, that there is more “agree-
ment” rather than “disunity” has acquired a stable
trend (Insert 5.3; Tab. 4). Over the last three years
(2022—2024), the proportion of those who share this
opinion has increased by 10 p.p. (from 27 to 37%),
while the proportion of those who hold the opposite
viewpoint decreased by 6 p.p. (from 43 to 37%).

Table 4. Proportion of those who believe that
there is more agreement and cohesion than
disagreement and disunity in the modern
Russian society, % of respondents

Population 2021 2024 Dynamics
group (+/-)
Sex
Men 26.7 34.7 +8
Women 26.9 38.1 +11
Age
Under 30 257 34.9 +9
30-55 275 354 +8
Over 55 26.4 38.7 +12
Education
Secondary and
incomplete 20.5 329 +12
secondary
Secondary 29.9 38.8 +9
vocational
Higher 29.9 38.0 +8
Income group
Bottom 20% 19.9 33.3 +13
Middle 60% 241 37.6 +14
Top 20% 34.8 38.6 +4
Region 26.8 36.6 +10
TOTAL
number of positive / negative changes 14/0
in all groups

Wording of the question: “In your opinion, what prevails today:
agreement and cohesion or disagreement and disunity in our
country?”; the question has been asked since 2015.
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4. In2022—2024 (also for the first time over the
entire period of measurements conducted by VolIRC
RAS from 1998 to the present), the trend toward a
decrease in the share of people noting the relevance

in Russian society of such problems as stratification
of the population into rich and poor and social

insecurity of citizens has become stable (Insert 5.4;
Tab. 5). The latter, by the way, in 2024 showed the

minimum value for the whole period from 1998 to
2024 (16%). In general, in 2022—2024, the share
of people noting the urgency of the problem of
stratification of the population into the poor and the
rich in Russia decreased by 6 p.p. (from 32% in 2021
to 26% in 2024); the proportion of those noting
the urgency of the problem of social insecurity of
citizens decreased by 7 p.p. (from 22 to 15%).

Table 5. Proportion of those who consider the problem of population stratification into the poor
and the rich and the problem of social insecurity of citizens as most urgent issues, % of respondents

Stratification of the population into “poor” and “rich”

Social insecurity

Population 2021 2024 Dynamics Population 2021 2024 Dynamics
group (+/-) group (+/-)
Sex Sex
Men 314 24.7 -7 Men 215 15.2 -6
Women 32.3 26.2 -6 Women 22.8 15.9 -7
Age Age
Under 30 28.9 27.8 -1 Under 30 22.0 13.2 -9
30-55 31.2 23.0 -8 30-55 23.9 15.0 -9
Over 55 34.0 27.8 -6 Over 55 20.3 17.2 -3
Education Education

Secondary and Secondary and

incomplete 33.9 25.6 -8 incomplete 21.7 15.9 -6
secondary secondary

Secondary 306 245 6 Secondary 222 146 8
vocational vocational

Higher 315 26.7 -5 Higher 22.9 16.4 -7

Income group Income group
Bottom 20% 31.3 23.3 -8 Bottom 20% 17.5 134 -4
Middle 60% 30.9 24.2 -7 Middle 60% 22.7 15.9 -7
Top 20% 31.0 28.7 -2 Top 20% 25.5 16.1 -9
Region 319 255 -6 Region 223 15.6 -7
TOTAL TOTAL
number of positive / negative changes in all 10/0 number of positive / negative changes in all 13/0
groups groups

Wording of the question: “What problems of modern life do you consider the most acute for the country as a whole?”; the question

has been asked since 1999.
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T. Voevodina: “Has a new life begun? It seems
to me that a new life is being built, but somehow
very cautiously. Maybe it is necessary, or maybe
the leadership does not have a clear understanding
of what needs to be done and where certain actions
may lead to”7’.

S. Mikheev: “Eyewashing, imitation, self-
interest, as well as the work of foreign intelligence
agencies, which somewhere planted disinformation,
somewhere had embedded agents and formed an
opinion that was convenient for them, somewhere
tried to cover up objective information with biased
information. Is there a problem with the system
here? Absolutely. Are there changes now...2
According to some signs, there are movements,
but there is no complete and deep change of the
situation. A lot of things have been realized, some
things have been changed, including personnel,
they have become better at protecting their
information, but many diseases still remain. For
example, the desire to always report a beautiful
picture to the boss. Say whatever you want, but

Thus, the data presented in Inserts 5.1—5.4
suggest that the special military operation has a
“serious impact on very many areas of life in
Russia”’. At the same time, we agree with
the assessments of analysts who say that “the
construction of a new life is somehow very cautious
and tentative”; “there is no complete deep change in
the situation” (at least not yet).

Indeed, on the external contour, the prospects
for our country are still quite vague, which (judging
by the assessments of many experts) concerns both
the peaceful settlement of the conflict between
Russia and the West and the further “post-war”
world order. Even after the beginning of some
movement?®® in the direction of organizing a
personal meeting between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and U.S. President Donald Trump,
experts note that this “does not mean at all that
the Ukrainian problem will be successfully solved

soon. The presidents did not discuss the topic of

don’t upset the boss. This is rather strange... . .. .
P 8 sanctions, recognition of Crimea and four new

It reminds me of a disease or an extremely . L . .
. . ) Russian territories. There was just a feeling of
ingrained wrong tradition’’7®.

movement”3!.

77 Voevodina T. “And everything came true and did not come true...”. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/i_vsyo_sbilos i
ne_sbilos_?ysclid=m71hdjlcud558094712

8 Mikheev S. The Soviet period was replaced by the green sickness. Available at: https://ruskline.ru/news_rl/2024/12/28/
sovetskii_period_smenilsya_blednoi_nemowyu

7 Mostyaev Y.N. (Candidate of Sciences (History), Associate Professor of the Department of General History and International
Relations, Yesenin Ryazan State University). Special military operation: Impact on Russia and the world. Available at: https://
ruspolitics.site/wp-content/uploads/2023/02.03.2023-ACROP.pdf?ysclid=m706ncl0gz974799613

8 On February 12 and 15, 20235, at the initiative of the U.S. side, the first (since the beginning of the conflict) official telephone
conversations between the heads of state of Russia and the United States took place.

On February 18, official talks between delegations from Moscow and Washington took place in Saudi Arabia for the
first time since 2021. The Russian delegation was represented by Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Presidential Aide Yuri
Ushakov, and head of the Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) K. Dmitriev. The parties discussed the restoration of the
whole range of bilateral relations, but, as experts note, “as for the Ukrainian settlement itself, it is too early to talk about any
progress” (source: Samuna L., Kostina A. Face-to-face time: What will be discussed at the first meeting of the Russian and
U.S. delegations. Available at: https://iz.ru/1840645/leonid-samuna-anastasiia-kostina/ochnoe-vremya-chto-obsudyat-na-
pervoj-vstreche-delegacij-rf-i-ssha).

81 Does Putin and Trump’s conversation mean peace is near (Editorial). Available at: https://www.ng.ru/editorial/
2025-02-13/2_9192 red.html
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1. S. Karaganov: “The Trump administration
currently has no serious reason to negotiate
with us on the terms that we have set. War is
economically beneficial to the United States... "%

2. K. Remchukov: “Remaining on the basis
of realism, it is impossible to count on achieving
long-term and solid peace...”

3. R. Ishchenko: “Until now, the majority of
the Russian population naively believes that when
the SMO is over, there will be a victorious peace
like after the Great Patriotic War. In fact, with the
end of the SMO, Russia will only get rid of the need
to fight and, if it succeeds, it will be able to return
the confrontation with the West to a political,
informational and economic format”34.

4. S. Belyaeva: “Our country is getting rid of
excessive dependence on the West, but experts
warn that this trend should not turn into a new
unilateral dependence on another serious player
(China). Russia in its current state is significantly

inferior in terms of overall power to both the

A. Svetlov: “It seems that the overwhelming
number of decision-makers at the state and upper
corporate levels of administration... are livingina
permanent and growing ‘crisis of complexity’,
when, trying to react to changes in the old logic
they are accustomed to, they are constantly
faced with the fact that the time it takes them
to analyze and make a decision is comparable to
the time when the situation changes so much that
the developed solution loses its relevance. It is
a situation of gradually increasing catastrophe
for them. And as what they perceive as a cata-
strophe increases, these people will lose their
adequacy”’®®.

K. Shakhnazarov: “Russian culture is

occupied, they have tightly occupied pop and
theater positions and will continue to parasitize.
Three years of the SMO have not changed
anything”?’.

United States and China’’®.

But, more importantly, it is too early to talk (and those in the highest positions) who have not
about any drastic results in terms of “dispelling the adapted to the ongoing transformations and dream
liberal fog” inside Russia. There are still many of “getting everything back to how it was before

people in our own public administration system 20227 (Insert 6).

82 Karaganov S. Breaking the back of Europe: What Russia’s policy toward the West should be. Available at: https://globalaffairs.
ru/articles/slomat-hrebet-evrope-karaganov/?ysclid=m7eei5152u371336419

8 Remchukov K. What we will have after the talks between Trump and Putin. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/
politics/2025-02-02/1_9183 negotiation.html

8 Tshchenko R. Geopolitical results of the SMO. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/geopoliticheskie rezul tati_svo

85 Belyaeva S. Race for leadership. Available at: https://poisknews.ru/releases/gonka-za-liderstvom/

8 Svetlov A. Historical alternative. Available at: https://zavtra.ru/blogs/istoricheskaya_al_ternativa

87 Shakhnazarov K. Three years of the SMO did not change anything. Russian culture is occupied. Available at: https://
argumenti.ru/society/2025/01/934231
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Thus, the development of the situation at the
current moment so far arouses very cautious
optimism both on the external political track (in
terms of reaching stable agreements with the
American side, ending hostilities in the SMO zone
and establishing new rules of the world order that
suit all key participants in the conflict) and on the
domestic political arena (in terms of ridding the
public consciousness, primarily the elite groups, of
the “liberal fog” of previous decades).

The dominance of liberal dogmas in Russia’s
ruling elites suggests that Russia (as S. Karaganov
emphasizes) is still “not self-determined”®®, and it
will be extremely difficult to occupy and (most
importantly) maintain a worthy place in the new
multipolar world if Russia possesses superiority
only in the field of weapons, and lacks a clear idea,
ideology, and is “inferior in overall power to both the
United States and China”®...

Nevertheless, the very fact that in the first three
years of the SMO, Russia withstood complex
(economic, political, military, informational)
pressure from the countries of the entire NATO
bloc, did not succumb to numerous provocations
from the “Kiev regime” and did not allow the world
to “slide” into the chaos of a nuclear conflict is the
unconditional merit of the head of state and, perhaps,
the main result that can be summed up after three
years of his career.

In conclusion, we note that during 25 years in
office as President, Vladimir Putin has gone from
the image of a “Warrior” defending the country
from Chechen separatists and “a hidden, veiled
intervention aimed at subordinating it [Russia] to

the interests of other countries”!® to the image of
a “Creator”, without whom (and therefore without
Russia’s participation) it is difficult to imagine the
formation of new rules of the current world order
and almost impossible to imagine the functioning
of the internal system of public administration.

According to experts, “the President considers
his activities in the historical context”, and therefore
the next six years will be a very “important period”
for him...

“Putin’s foreign policy... was changing - as
he himself was changing, as Russia itself was
changing. It did not wobble from side to side,
did not twitch in search of short-term benefits or
forever lost, but evolved from weak to strong,
from inexperienced to experienced, from ordinary
to wise’"",

“The President of the Russian Federation
considers his state activity in the historical context,
and this time is quite long... The next six years are

an important period for him’,

What will the current political cycle (2024—2030)
bring with it? The goals and objectives for the future
are defined by the Presidential Decree “On the
national development goals of the Russian
Federation for the period up to 2030 and for the
future up to 2036”'%, Vladimir Putin has profound
experience in managing such a huge and complex
country as Russia; there is a close-knit team of the
RF Government headed by Mikhail Mishustin, the

% Karaganov S. Speech in the program “Yalta 2.0. Big History”. ORT. Episode aired on February 9, 2025. Available at: https://
www. [ tv.ru/shows/bolshaya-istoriya/vypuski/yalta-2-0-bolshaya-istoriya-vypusk-ot-09-02-2025?ysclid=m7 1mll57h8356457652

% Belyaeva S. Race for leadership. Available at: https://poisknews.ru/releases/gonka-za-liderstvom/

10V]adimir Putin’s speech at the Valdai International Discussion Club meeting on November 7, 2024. Available at: http://

www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75521

10" Dynamics of Vladimir Putin’s image: From a Warrior to a Ruler-Creator: Report. Minchenko Consulting. October 2024.

P. 4. Available at: https://minchenko.ru/news/news_235.html

122 How to ensure the sustainability of the system in Russia. Available at: https://www.ng.ru/editorial /2024-05-08/100_08052024

red.html

183 0On national development goals of the Russian Federation for the period up to 2030 and in the perspective up to 2036:
Decree 309, dated May 7, 2024. Available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/73986
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“power bloc” under the leadership of A.R. Belousowv,
the State Duma under the chairmanship of V.V.

Volodin. All of them have already proven themselves “We need to understand what we want.
in practice during the COVID-19 pandemic and in And in order to understand what we want, we
the three years since the start of the special military must define ourselves.
operation. Until the end.

Together, they have a lot to rebuild in the We haven’t fully determined who we are yet.
country and at the same time correct the mistakes We don’t have a state idea, a state ideology...
made in the previous decades of the “liberal fog”. “We need to understand who we want to be

And to do this, first of all, we have to decide “what in the future world and, accordingly, what the
do we want? Who do we want to be in the future world will be like for us’*4.

world and, consequently, what will the world be like

for us?”
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