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FROM THE CHIEF EDITOR

Modernisation issues of Russia’s regions

Currently, profound changes are going on in the world economy.
Itsleaders (the USA, Japan, the European Union) try to preserve their
dominance at all costs, and the Asian Tigers, aspiring to take their
place, are increasingly expanding the spheres of their influence to
the international level. China has been actively developing in the
context of economic integration; it asserted itself as a global power,
Vladimir A. ILYIN implementing a wide range of political, economic, military, cultural
Doctor of Economics, and other modernisation transformations that lay the foundations for
Professor, Honoured the mighty modern state'.

Scientist of the Russian Advanced development of new technological modes is crucially

Federation, ) ) ) ) o ]
Director of ISEDT RAS important in the implementation of modernisation. Domestic
ilin@vscc.ac.ru researchers note that in order to join the fastest-growing economies

through an actual breakthrough, Russia should establish the
technological mode, which would make it possible to achieve 8%
of the sixth mode and 31% of the fifth mode by 2020. By 2030 these
modes should prevail in the structure of the Russian economy —
20% and 40%, respectively?. At the same time, it is necessary to
make significant progress in science, education, healthcare, social
development in general. Now it is very important not to miss the
available opportunities, and first of all — to enhance the efficiency of
state management.

In recent years Russia has been undertaking certain measures to
accelerate modernisation reforms. The centre for the development
and commercialization of new technologies “Skolkovo”, the Russian
Corporation of Nanotechnologies “RUSNANO” were established.
The stratification of the higher education system was initiated, with the
allocation of federal and national research universities and universities
with special status (Moscow State University and Saint Petersburg
State University).

' Sharko S.V. Russia and China: opportunities for and development of regional
integration: monograph. Moscow: OOO “In-kvarto”, 2010.

2 Kuzyk B.N. Innovation model of Russia’s development. The journal of the New
Economic Association. 2010. No. 7. P. 153.
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Modernisation issues of Russia’s regions

Certain measures are being taken to increase
the salaries of the staff of academic institutes
and institutions of higher and secondary
professional education, and school teachers.
R&D on the grant basis is being developed.
Strategic plans for the development of the
leading branches of national economy are being
elaborated.

Immediately after assuming office as
Russia’s President, on May 7, 2012, V.V. Putin
signed 11 Decrees® aimed at the implementation
of his election programme. They contain
instructions to the RF Government concerning
the implementation of tasks, determining the
rate of modernisation acceleration in economic
and social spheres; they also determine the
indicators, the achievement of which will ensure
a sharp increase in Russia’s competitiveness,
enhancement of national security, creation
of decent living conditions for its citizens.
Essentially, these are the actions that will
facilitate a sharp reduction in the gap between
Russia and the world economic leaders, and
place Russia among the modern economies
with a high quality of life.

3 Decree “On the Presidential programme on the
improvement of qualification of engineering personnel
for 2012—2014” No.594; Decree “On the long-term state
economic policy” No.596; Decree “On the activities for the
implementation of the state social policy” No0.597; Decree “On
the improvement of state policy in health care sphere” No.598;
Decree “On the measures for the implementation of state
policy in the sphere of education and science” No0.599; Decree
“On the measures for providing the citizens with affordable and
comfortable housing and enhancing the quality of housing and
communal services” No0.600; Decree “On the main guidelines
of improving the state management system” No.601; Decree
“On the provision of inter-ethnic concord” No.602; Decree
“On the implementation of plans (programmes) for the
construction and development of the Armed Forces of the
Russian Federation, other forces, military formations and
bodies, and modernisation of the defense-industrial complex”
No0.603; Decree “On the further improvement of military
service in the Russian Federation” No.604; Decree “On the
measures for the implementation of the foreign policy of the
Russian Federation” No.605; Decree “On the measures for
the implementation of demographic policy in the Russian
Federation” No.606. Source: Decrees of the President of the
Russian Federation V.V. Putin dated May 7, 2012. Available at:
http://www.rsronline.ru/doc/2012_06_25/6.pdf

The nature, trends, factors and specifics of
modernisation have been extensively studied
by scientists in different countries. Efficient
methods for measuring the level of moder-
nisation are being developed, based on the
comparison of key parameters of the socio-
economic situation in a certain country and
the states leading in innovation development.

A lot of analytical and forecasting research
in this area has been recently performed by
Chinese scientists. In particular, the scientists
at the China Center for Modernisation
Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences
(headed by Professor He Chuangi) analysed
the data on the development of 131 countries
and defined the modernisation stages these
countries undergo®. Thus it has been revealed
that in 2006 12 countries still represented a
traditional agrarian society; 90 countries were
in the primary stage of modernisation, which,
in fact, solves the problems of capitalism
accompanied by socio-cultural evolution;
29 countries entered a stage of secondary
modernisation characterised by the high quality
of'life, ecologisation, informatisation of society.

According to the proposed methodology,
Russia ranked 41st (97% as compared to the
level of the leading countries) in 2006 in the
primary modernisation (PM) rating, 31st (66%)
in the secondary modernisation (SM) rating
and 37th (59%) in the integrated modernisation
(IM) rating.

By 2010, the country’s position in the world
rating has changed insignificantly. It ranks
43rdby PM, 29th —by SM, 36th —by IM (7ab. 1).
At present, Russia is among the group of
countries with a medium level of development,
alongside Spain, Greece, Portugal.

How can it be that our country with its
enormous production, labour, intellectual, raw
materials and other basic resources is among
the ‘average performers’?

4 He Chuangi. Survey report on modernisation in the
world and in China (2001—2010). Translated from English
under general editorship of N.I. Lapin, foreword by N.I. Lapin,
G.A. Tosunyan. Moscow: Ves Mir, 2011.

6 4(28) 2013  Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast



FROM THE CHIEF EDITOR V.. Ilyin
Table 1. National modernisation of Russia (among 131 countries)
Modernisation indicator 2000 2005 2008 2009 2010

Primary modernisation index (Rank of the PM index) 92 (52) 96 (45) 99.7 (40) 99.9 (41) 99.9 (43)
Secondary modernisation index (Rank of the SM index) 62 (29) 66 (29) 70 (30) 70 (30) 72 (29)
Integrated index of modernisation (Rank of the IM index) 54 (37) 58 (39) 63 (36) 65 (38) 66 (36)
Source: Research Group for China Modernization Strategies, et al. 2008. China Modernization Report 2008: International Modernization.
Beijing: Peking University Press. World Bank. 2008. World development Indicators 2008. Washington DC: World Bank.

According to most analysts and experts’, the
reforms, connected with the change in the
social system, that Russia went through over
the past 20 years, have been implemented
with gross errors (first of all, in privatisation,
liberalisation of foreign trade relations,
organisation of compensatory measures for
the conservation of people’s savings). This
led to deindustrialisation, the aggravation of
territorial differentiation, extension of social
degradation, significant reduction in the level
of the country’s competitiveness, and to other
negative phenomena.

Taking into account the fact that in its
historical past the Soviet Union was actually
the number two power in the world, the key
guidelines of V.V. Putin’s activity during his
third presidency were aimed at achieving by
2018—2025 of the development indicators
ensuring a significant increase in the country’s

5 See, for example: Modernisation and economic security
of Russia. Vol.1. Ed. by Academician N.Ya. Petrakov. Moscow:
Finance and credit, 2010; Modernisation and economic
security of Russia. Vol.2. Ed. by Academician N.Ya. Petrakov.
Moscow, Saint Petersburg: Nestor-Istoriya, 2010; Glazyev
S.Yu., Lokosov V.V. Assessment of the critical threshold
values of the indicators of the state of Russian society and
their use in the socio-economic development management.
Herald of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 2012. Vol.
82. No.7; Glazyev S.Yu., Fetisov G.N. On the strategy of
Russia’s sustainable development. Ekonomist. 2013. No.I;
Ivanter V.V., Ksenofontov M.Yu. The concept of constructive
forecast of the growth of Russia’s economy in the long-term.
Problemy prognozirovaniya. 2012. No.6; Evaluation of growth
factors and the forecast of the socio-economic development
of Russia’s regions. Ed. by. RAS Academician A.l. Tatarkin,
RAS Academician P.A. Minakir. Russian Academy of Sciences.
Ural Department. Institute of Economics; Far Eastern Branch.
Economic Research Institute. Yekaterinburg: IE Ural RAS
Department, 2012; Russian transformation: 20 years later. Ed.
By J. Sapir. Moscow: Magistr, 2013; etc.

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

competitiveness and enhancement of national
security in all the spheres of socio-economic
development.

Modernisation of the country in general is
determined by the modernisation of its
regions. In this regard, defining the trends in
the level and rate of modernisation in the
regions is the most important research and
practical task. This issue became the basis
of a major research project “Socio-cultural
modernisation of Russia’s regions”, which has
been implemented since 2006 by the Centre
for the Study of Social and Cultural Change
of the Institute of Philosophy of RAS under
the leadership of RAS Corresponding Member
N.I. Lapin with the support of the Russian
Humanitarian Science Foundation. At that,
the tools of Chinese colleagues were adapted
to Russian conditions®.

¢ Lapin N.I. On the experience of analysing
modernisation. Obshchestvenniye nauki i sovremennost.
2012. No.2. P. 5357. The tools have been adapted to Russian
conditions (some indicators, relevant for Russia, were added),
the changes have been made according to the specifics of
regional statistics. So, in the SM index the “Number of TV
sets per 1000 persons” has been replaced with the “Number
of TV sets per 100 households,” in the SM and IM indices
the “Number of Internet users per 100 people” has been
replaced with the “Number of personal computers per 100
households”. In addition, two indicators have been added to
the evaluation indicators of the secondary modernisation: the
“Share of innovation goods, works and services in the total
volume of shipped production, in %” and the “Share of R&D
expenditures in GDP, in %”. These indicators provide for a
better differentiation of the regions according to the SM phases.
He Chuangi agreed with the usefulness of the inclusion of these
indicators, explaining that they are absent in the methodology
of the China Center for Modernization Research, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, because there are no such indicators in
the statistics of several countries.

4(28) 2013 7



Modernisation issues of Russia’s regions

Participating in the project since 2010, the
Institute of Socio-Economic Development of
Territories of RAS has developed an information
and analytical system “Modernisation”. For
determining the indices, phases and levels
of modernisation, 25 necessary statistical
indicators reflecting the level of socio-economic
development were selected for the years 2000,
2005, 2008, 2009 and 2010. The data cover 83
subjects of the Russian Federation, 8 federal
districts and Russia as a whole.

According to the analysis conducted by
ISEDT RAS, most of Russia’s territories have
by 2008 passed the stage of primary
modernisation (PM index by the federal
districts ranged from 91 up to 99.9). The
completion of primary transformations in
some districts, (North Caucasian, Southern
and Siberian) was hampered, first of all, by an
insufficient duration of life of the population.

As a result, national average life expectancy in
Russia in 2010 was significantly lower than in
the leading states.

As for secondary modernisation, its index
in Russia as a whole over the last decade has
grown by 10 percentage points and reached
72% in 2010. Moreover, the growth was mainly
provided by the Central and Northwestern
Federal Districts (tab. 2).

Other districts in the 2005—2010 period
experienced a decline in the pace of
modernisation processes due to the decrease
in the value of gross regional product. If this
trend remains unchanged, the secondary
modernisation in the country will have been
completed not earlier than by 2022—2025.

Since the integrated modernisation is a
coordinated interaction between both stages,
the ratings of these territories according to the
integrated indicator turn out to be the result of

Table 2. Dynamics of secondary modernisation indices of Russia’s federal districts, %*

o Year Growth
Federal Distrct 2000 | 2005 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2000-2005 | 2005-2010
With an average level of development With a high level of development
Central 68.9 76.7 828 | 842 | 84d 78 74
With an average level
Northwestern 66.7 72.6 of development 59 6.4
77.4 78.3 79
Ural 56.2 63.1 67.4 66.6 66.1 6.9 3
Volga 55 61 63.4 63.4 64.4 6 3.4
Siberian 52.6 59.2 62.8 63.2 63.2 6.6 4
With
Far Eastern o ?;ZZ;;%Z;EI 58.6 62.4 62.1 62.1 72 35
514
Southern 50.3 55.6 58.3 59.5 59.1 5.3 35
With
North Caucasian 44.2 4 é’;%’g,’fgnf,'ff/ 51.7 52.7 53.6 5.4 4
49.6
Russia as a whole 61.6 66.2 69.8 70.4 72 4.6 5.8
* The data on the districts are ranked according to 2010.
SM levels: with a high level of development — 81 and more; with an average level of development — 52-80 (the upper third — 72-80;
the middle third — 62—71; the lower third — 52-61); with a preliminary level of development — 31-51.
Source: Calculations have been carried out by the Institute of Socio-Economic Development of Territories with the use of information-
analytical system of monitoring the parameters of Russian regions’ modernisation (IS “Modernisation”, patent No0.2012661285, 2012),
in accordance with the methodological developments of the Centre for the Study of Social and Cultural Change of the Institute of
Philosophy of RAS.

4(28) 2013  Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast




FROM THE CHIEF EDITOR

V.A. llyin

summing up the two previous measurements.
The Central and Northwestern Federal Dist-
ricts are also the leaders by the integral index.
But even these best values of the indicator
correspond only to the average level of mo-
dernisation standards, calculated according
to the leading countries. In the rest of the
districts (Ural, Far Eastern, Volga, Siberian,
Southern, North Caucasian) the indicators are
below average (fab. 3). The reduction in the
rate of modernisation in these districts, and,
respectively, in the whole country in 2005—
2010 was caused by the crisis and post-crisis
phenomena occurring in the given time period.

Thus, the assessment of modernisation
rate at the regional level has shown that in
Russia’s regions this process is going on
unevenly. Modernisation in cultural-cognitive
and production spheres is especially poor.

The main factor hampering the pace of
modernisation in Russia is a considerable
differentiation of its regions by the level of
economic and social development. The
regions with substantial economic resources
for modernisation have only a quarter of the
country’s population, the ‘second-rate’ regions
— almost 2/3 and underdeveloped regions —
about 15% of the Russian citizens.

The analysis proves that the small number
of agglomerations, which are the centres
for modernisation, is another factor that
influences the rate of modernisation. Russia
has only 11 cities with population of 1 million
and more; 38% of the population lives in the
cities with population over 250 thousand,
and 36% live in small towns, rural areas and
villages that have minimum resources for
modernisation.

Table 3. Dynamics of integrated indices of modernisation in Russia’s federal districts, %*

Year Growth
Federal District
2000 2005 ‘ 2008 2009 2010 2000-2005 2005-2010
Below
Average
Central average 8.1 7.4
57.7 65.8 72.4 73.7 73.2
Below
Northwestern 53.9 average 66.2 67.3 68.4 7 7.5
60.9
Below average
Ural 49.3 57.3 62.6 1.6 617 8 4.4
Far Eastern 47.8 55.6 60.1 60.4 59.9 7.8 43
Low
Volga 477 55.3 58.6 58.9 59.9 7.6 4.6
Siberian 46.4 54.2 59.2 59.7 59.6 7.8 54
Southern 44.8 52 55.5 56.5 56 7.2 4
North Caucasian 4.1 2‘7’”3/ 50.2 51.1 51.6 6.2 43
Below
Russia as a whole 511 579 average 63.5 65.4 6.8 15
62.5
* The data on the districts are ranked according to 2010
Intervals of the indices: high — 88 and more; above average — 78-87; average — 64—77; below average — 48-63; low — 33-47; very low —
32 and less.
Source: Calculations have been carried out by the Institute of Socio-Economic Development of Territories with the use of information-
analytical system of monitoring the parameters of Russian regions’ modernisation (IS “Modernisation”, patent N0.2012661285, 2012),
in accordance with the methodological developments of the Centre for the Study of Social and Cultural Change of the Institute of
Philosophy of RAS.
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Modernisation issues of Russia’s regions

The main limiting factors determining the
level of human capital development include low
life expectancy and a great differentiation of the
population by income. In recent years the
difference between decile groups with the
highest and lowest incomes has been 15—16
times. The main reason for low incomes lies in
the insufficient level of wages in some sectors,
especially in the budget sphere. The approved
minimum wage still lags far behind the income
enough for decent living. The insufficient
level of information and innovation culture
of the population adversely affects the pace of

The President’s Decrees dated May 7, 2012
provide for fundamental changes in the key
areas, determining the rate of modernisation
(tab. 4).

ISEDT RAS calculations show that the
values of the main indicators of modernisation
processes for the target scenario (by the Decrees
of the RF President) will outpace the inertial
trend formed in 2000—2010.

If life expectancy by 2020, in accordance
with the inertial forecast is estimated at 74.3
years, then in accordance with the target
indicators it will be equal to 75.2 years

modernisation as well.

(tab. 5).

Table 4. Objectives for the modernisation of the economy,
set out in the Decrees dated May 7, 2012 by the RF President

Presidential Decree

Main targets set out in the Decree

‘On the long-term state economic policy’
No. 596

—improvement of Russia’s position in the World Bank rating of business environment up to
the 50th in 2015 and up to the 20th in 2018;

—1.3-fold increase in the share of hi-tech and knowledge-intensive production in the gross
domestic product by 2018 as compared to 2011;

‘On the activities for the implementation
of the state social policy’ No. 597

—1.4-1.5-fold increase in real wages by 2018;

- bringing the average salaries of kindergarten teachers to the regional average in the
sphere of general education in the specific region;

— increase in the number of highly qualified workers by the year 2020 so that it would
amount to not less than one third of the number of qualified workers;

— creation of up to 14.2 thousand jobs for disabled persons annually in the period of 2013
-2015;

— creation of not less than 5 centres for cultural development in small towns by 2015;

— 2-fold increase in the number of exhibition projects realized in the constituent entities of
the Russian Federation by 2018;

—increase in the number of children participating in creative activities and events up to 8%
of the total number of children by 2018;

‘On the improvement of state policy in
health care sphere’ No. 598

— reduction of death rate from cardiovascular diseases to 649.4 cases per 100 thousand
population;

— reduction of death rate from neoplasms (including malignant) to 192.8 cases per 100
thousand population;

— reduction of death rate from tuberculosis to 11.8 cases per 100 thousand population;

—reduction of death rate in road traffic accidents by 10.6 cases per 100 thousand population;

- reduction of infant mortality, in the first place through its reduction in the regions with a
high value of its indicator, to 7.5 per 1000 live births;

— increase in the volume of domestic production of medicines according to the list of
strategically important medicines and the list of vital and essential pharmaceuticals up to
90%;

10
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V.A. llyin

Continuation of table 4.

‘On the measures for the implementation
of state policy in the sphere of education
and science’ No. 599

— increase from 3% up to 25% by 2020 in the share of secondary vocational education
institutions and higher education institutions, the premises of which are adjusted for
educating people with disabilities;

—increase up to 2.44% by 2020 in the share of publications by Russia’s scientists in the
total number of publications in the world scientific journals included in the Web of Science
data base;

— increase by 2015 of the domestic expenditures on R&D up to 1.77% of GDP with the
increase in the share of higher education institutions in these expenditures up to 11.4%;

‘On the measures for providing the citizens
with affordable and comfortable housing
and enhancing the quality of housing and
communal services’ No. 600

—increase in the share of borrowed funds in the total volume of capital investments in heat
supply systems, water supply and sewerage systems and wastewater treatment up to 30%
by 2017;

increase in the number of granted mortgage loans up to 815 thousand a year;

— provision of Russia’s citizens with an opportunity to improve their housing conditions no
less than once every 15 years ;

—reduction in the price for 1 square metre of living space by 20% through increase in the
volume of commissioned economy class housing;

— provision of affordable and comfortable housing to 60% of Russian families willing to
improve their housing conditions;

‘On the main guidelines of improving the
state management system’ No. 601

— reduction in the average number of appeals from the representatives of business
community to the state government body of the Russian Federation (local government
body) for obtaining one state (municipal) service connected with entrepreneurial activity
to 2 by the year 2014;

“On the implementation of plans
(programmes) for the construction and
development of the Armed Forces of the
Russian Federation, other forces, military
formations and bodies, and modernisation
of the defense-industrial complex” No.603

— priority development of nuclear deterrence forces, air and space defense systems,
communications, intelligence and control systems, electronic warfare, complexes of
unmanned aerial vehicles, robotized missile strike systems, modern transport aviation,
precision weapons and counterweapons, the systems of individual protection of military
personnel

—development of the Navy, first of all, in the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation and in the
Far East, for protecting the strategic interests of the Russian Federation

‘On the further improvement of military
service in the Russian Federation’ No. 604

— provision of housing to the military personnel of the Russian Federation Armed Forces,
other forces, military formations and bodies to the full extent in 2013 in accordance with the
legislation of the Russian Federation;

— formation of the military housing fund by 2014;

— establishment of money allowances of military personnel at a level not less than the
remuneration of employees at the enterprises of the leading sectors of the economy;

— annual increase in the pensions of citizens dismissed from military service by not less
than 2% above inflation rate;

—annual increase in the number of military personnel serving under the contract not less
than by 50 thousand people, over the period of 5 years.;

‘On the measures for the implementation
of demographic policy in the Russian
Federation’ No. 606

— provision of increase in cumulative birth rate up to 1.753 by 2018;

— provide the increase in life expectancy in the Russian Federation up to 74 years by 2018;

- co-financing, at the expense of federal budget allocations, of expenditure obligations
of the subjects of the Russian Federation, emerging at the awarding of payment, in those
subjects of the Russian Federation, in which the demographic situation is unfavourable and
the value of total fertility rate is below the national average.

doc/2012_06_25/6.pdf

Source: Decrees of the President of the Russian Federation V.V. Putin dated May 7, 2012. Available at: http://www.rsr-online.ru/
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Table 5. Life expectancy in Russia, years

Federal District, Actually by the years Growth 2020, expert forecast
country 2000 2005 2010 2000-2005 | 2005-2010 | 2000-2010 inertial* targeted**

Central 66.1 66.5 71.2 0.4 47 51 76.3 76.7
Northwestern 64.5 64.2 70.1 -0.3 59 5.6 75.7 75.5
Southern 66.6 67.1 70.7 0.5 3.6 4.1 74.8 76.2
North Caucasian 68.8 69.9 72.6 1.1 2.7 3.8 76.4 78.2
Volga 65.5 65.3 69.2 -0.2 3.9 3.7 72.9 74.6
Ural 64.6 65.2 69.4 0.6 42 4.8 74.2 74.8
Siberian 63.7 62.7 67.7 -1 5 4 .7 72.9
Far Eastern 63.2 62.2 66.4 -1 4.2 3.2 69.6 7.5
Russia as a whole 65.3 65.4 69.8 0.1 4.4 45 74.3 75.2
For comparison
USA 77 77.9 79 0.9 1.1 2 - -
China 71 72.5 76 1.5 35 5 - -
* Inertial forecast is based on the invariability of annual growth rate for each region and the country in general (the value in 2020 in each
region and in Russia was obtained by multiplying the indicator of 2010 by the number of years (10) and average annual growth).
** Targeted forecast is based on the prolongation of the value of the indicator set out in the RF President’s Decree No.606 up to the
year 2020 (the value of the indicator for 2020 in the RF was calculated by multiplying the indicator of 2010 by the number of years (10)
and average annual growth obtained as a result of forecast calculation. An average annual increase for the country as a whole was used
provisionally for the regions).
Source: Russia’s regions. Socio-economic indicators. 2012: stat. digest. Rosstat. Moscow, 2012.; UN data (world health statistics, 2012,
2013). Available at: http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/en/index.html; ISEDT RAS calculations.

At the same time it should be noted that the
efforts aimed at health modernisation and
demographic development of the country in
the period from 2005 to 2010 facilitated
a noticeable increase in population’s life
expectancy by reducing infant mortality (from
11% in 2005 to 7.4% in 2010) and mortality of
working-age population (from 8.3% in 2005 to
6.3% in 2010). And if the initiated measures
are carried on and life expectancy increase
rates remain at the 2005—2010 level, then by
2020 the country can achieve the value of the
indicator amounting to 78 years (which exceeds
the benchmarks outlined in the Decree of the
RF President)

However, these growth rates will not be
enough to reach the modernisation standards
of the leading countries’. The life expectancy
of 80 years (national average) can possibly
be achieved by 2025—2030. Meanwhile, the
experience of many countries shows that this
period can be substantially reduced.

7 According to the standard methodology, a 100% level of
secondary modernisation by the indicator of life expectancy is
considered to be achieved, if life expectancy at birth is 80 years.

China, where life expectancy was 76 years
in 2010, will have crossed the threshold of 80
years by 2017—2020. In Japan, Sweden, Canada
(where life expectancy was 82—83 years in
2011) life expectancy at birth will exceed 85—86
years by 2020.

The absolute and relative amounts of
domestic expenditures on research and
development are crucial for accelerating the
pace of modernisation.

As domestic experts and analysts note, “the
level of R&D expenditures in our country is
extremely low; the share of these expenditures
in Russia’s GDP is 3—4 times less than in
developed countries™s.

In Russia as a whole, the share of ex-
penditures on R&D is currently 1.4% of GDP
(tab. 6). The RF President V.V. Putin set a task
toincrease this figure to 2.1% by 2020. However,
the countries leading in R&D expenditures

8 From the report of the Director of the Institute for US
and Canadian Studies S.M. Rogov. Shock therapy and the
“reform” of RAS: the realities of the Russian science. Available
at: http://www.ras.ru/news/shownews.aspx?id=4c3d3366-
eall4a33al8c799aa0a52070
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Table 6. Internal R&D expenditures, % of GDP (GRP)

Federal District, Actually by the years Growth 2020, expert forecast
country 2000 2005 2010 2000-2005 | 2005-2010 | 2000-2010 inertial* targeted**

Central 2.08 1.91 2.16 -0.17 0.25 0.08 2.2 2.8
Northwestern 1.86 1.72 1.81 -0.14 0.09 -0.05 1.8 2.3
Southern 0.73 0.72 0.57 -0.01 -0.15 -0.16 0.4 0.7
North Caucasian 0.30 0.27 0.30 -0.03 0.03 0 0.3 0.5
Volga 1.30 1.37 1.32 0.07 -0.05 0.02 1.3 1.7
Ural 0.58 0.44 0.58 -0.14 0.14 0 0.6 0.7
Siberian 0.70 0.77 0.83 0.07 0.06 0.13 1.0 1.1
Far Eastern 0.53 0.60 0.46 0.07 -0.14 -0.07 0.4 0.6
Russia as a whole 1.33 1.28 1.40 -0.05 012 0.07 15 21
For comparison
USA 2.64 2.68 2.79 0.04 0.11 0.15 _ -
China 0.76 1.34 1.7 0.58 0.36 0.94 - -
* Inertial forecast is based on the invariability of annual growth rate for each region and the country in general (the value in 2020 in each
region and in Russia was obtained by multiplying the indicator of 2010 by the number of years (10) and average annual growth).
** Targeted forecast is based on the prolongation of the value of the indicator set out in the RF President’s Decree No.606 up to the
year 2020 (the value of the indicator for 2020 in the RF was calculated by multiplying the indicator of 2010 by the number of years (10)
and average annual growth obtained as a result of forecast calculation. An average annual increase for the country as a whole was used
provisionally for the regions).
Source: Russia’s regions. Socio-economic indicators. 2012: stat. digest. Rosstat. Moscow, 2012.; OECD, Main Science and Technology
Indicators database, February 2011. RK Statistics Agency, 2011; ISEDT RAS calculations.

are planning to increase funding of research
up to 3% of GDP (USA, Germany, France)
and even up to 4% of GDP (Finland, Sweden,
South Korea, Japan)°.

It should be emphasized that most of the
advanced industrialized countries are now
changing the attitude to the industry and
industrial policy, actually setting ambitious
targets for re-industrialisation.

The 2012—2013 post-crisis situation clearly
showed that the reserves of Russia’s development
model based on the export of raw materials have
been exhausted. V.I. Matviyenko, the
Chairperson of the Council of Federation of the
Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation,
points out in her recent article: “Russia requires
a large-scale restructuring of its economy on
the basis of a new industrialisation, capable of
providing the innovation revival of the industry
and the development of human potential™°.

° Ibidem.
10 Matviyenko V.O. On the new industrialisation of Russia.
Ekonomist. 2013. No.7. P. 3.

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

The Head of the Upper Chamber of the RF
Parliament claims that Russia is facing a
daunting task: to take a worthy place in the
development of advanced industrial mode un-
der a simultaneous innovation-based recovery
of the industries of the previous mode. This
can be achieved only with the formation
of the balanced long-term state industrial
policy. The successful implementation of state
programmes, according to V. Matviyenko,
will require substantial governmental support:
“Despite the fact that some of the RF subjects
have already adopted laws on industrial policy,
the majority of our colleagues in the regions
are already suggesting the adoption at the
federal level of the basic law defining the goals,
objectives and tools of providing state support
to industrial development”.

V.1. Matviyenko continues: “I would like to
note that the Russian Government does not
unanimously support the need for such a law
and, moreover, they believe that it isunnecessary.
In my opinion, the elaboration and adoption
of such a law are long overdue, as it will help
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to define the main vector of industrial policy in
Russia, as well as the powers and responsibilities
of the authorities of all levels in this sphere”!'.

We can add that for implementing the large-
scale and indeed ambitious tasks set out by
President V.V. Putin Russia and all of its regions
will require significant efforts of federal and
regional authorities to bridge the gap in many
aspects of economic and social modernisation.
These issues require profound scientific and
public discussion in order to elaborate a
system of solutions for changing the existing
modernisation trends and reducing the gap in
the level of modernisation between Russia and
the leading countries.

It is important to introduce the key
indicators of modernisation into the assessment
of the performance of the regional and federal
authorities and to consider them as the criteria
of national security. An efficient public control
of the activity is required in this sphere. Socio-
economic reforms are a success when the most
significant forces like power, business and
civil society are consciously and responsibly
involved in them.

We would like to dwell upon the issue
concerning the efficiency of state management,
which plays a key role in the implementation
of strategic plans for enhancing national
security.

We have already noted that a fragile model
of state management, the implementation of
which was dictated by the circumstances
(2008—2011), the so-called ‘power tandem’, is
fading into the past very slowly. Unfortunately,
the backbone of the team, which was formed
during D.A. Medvedev’s Presidency, smoothly
flowed into the government and is trying to
pursue the same course of extreme liberalism,
large-scale withdrawal of the state from the
spheres of economic and social policy'?.
This course under the current state of affairs,

' Ibidem. P. 4.
12 Tlyin V.A. Anxious expectations remain. Economic and
social changes: facts, trends, forecast. 2013. No.2(26). P. 917.

in essence, leads to the undermining of
V.V. Putin’s election programme, set out in the
Presidential Decrees dated May 7, 2012.

A remarkable example supporting this
conclusion can be found in the Resolution of
the RF Government dated January 31, 2013
“Main guidelines of activities of the Government
of the Russian Federation up to 2018”. Out
of the 30 figure indicators, contained in
Presidential Decrees, the Resolution lacks
19 indicators; the intermediate or final values
of five indicators are absent; and the planned
values of two indicators have been changed.

During the session in Elista held April 16,
2013 the President responded in the following
way: “How do we work ? The quality of the work
is pitiful, everything is done superficially. If we
continue this way, we won’t do a thing! But if we
work persistently and competently, we will make
it. Let’s raise the quality of our work. It ought to be
done! If we don’t do it, it will have to be admitted
that it is either me working inefficiently or it is you
failing to do your job properly. Take notice that,
judging by the current situation, I, personally,
lean toward the latter. I think it’s clear. No one
should have any illusions”"3. Such reaction
reveals all the acuteness of the situation at the
highest levels of Russia’s power.

One more related example concerns the
submission of the draft law “On the Russian
Academy of Sciences and the reorganisation
of the state academies of sciences” by the
RF Government to the State Duma and its
accelerated passage'.

13 NEWSru.com. News of Russia. Wednesday, April 17,
2013.

4 Dynamics of the bill’s movement is as follows: June
27,2013 at a government session a draft law “On the Russian
Academy of Sciences and the reorganisation of the state
academies of sciences” was promulgated; July 2, the Lower
House of the Parliament proceeded to the consideration of the
draft law on reforming the Russian Academy of Sciences; July
3, the deputies of the State Duma approved the government bill
in the first reading. 234 deputies voted for the adoption of the
document, which only slightly exceeded the required minimum
of 226 votes; July 5, the State Duma voted for the draft law
in the second reading. 344 deputies voted for the document
(nobody voted against and one MP abstained).
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The short-lived decisions were met with the
waves of public outrage, people expressed their
discontent not only with the form and methods
of passing the draft law through the State Duma,
but mainly with its content aimed at the virtual
elimination of the Russian Academy of Sciences
and the transfer of all the powers, set out in the
charters of the academies, to the officials of the
Ministry of Education and Science.

The liquidation of the Russian academies
of sciences, in fact, opens the way for the
privatisation of academies’ considerable assets.
It can be assumed that oligarchs and officials
are already carving them up sneakily: who will
get what and for how much? This leads to the
ultimate stagnation of the Russian Federation
among the countries with the catch-up type
of development based on the sales of raw
materials (this is exactly what the efforts of our
geopolitical rivals have been focused on over the
last 25 years).

V.V. Putin had to held a series of consulta-
tions' personally, after which he suspended
the process of passing the draft law in the third

reading, giving time to the academic commu-
nity for preparing amendments'®.

It can not be allowed that Head of State
had no tool for ensuring the scientific and
technological competitiveness of the country.
RAS Academician V.B. Betelin states: “What
was the Academy of Sciences in the Soviet
Union? It was a tool for promoting the
country’s technological competitiveness, it
was a tool of the state. Targets were set before
us, and the government provided us with the
conditions for their implementation”"’.

In an open letter to the RF President
Vladimir V. Putin, Academician Zh.I. Alferov
pointed out: “The struggle for the preservation
of the RAS is not only a struggle for the future of
Russian science, it is a struggle for the future of
the country. And we really wanted to fight for this
together with you ',

Will the President have enough strength
to fulfil his election programme? Is Vladimir
V. Putin ready to run for 2018 Presidency to
head the Russian Federation again?

...Anxious expectations remain.

15 July 3, the Head of State held meetings with the President of the Russian Academy of Medical Sciences Ivan Dedov, Rector
of Moscow State University Viktor Sadovnichy, RAS Academician Yevgeny Primakov and former Head of RAS Yury Osipov. July
4, there was a meeting with the President of the Russian Academy of Agricultural Sciences Gennady Romanenko.

16 By August 7, 2013 the comments from the academic community have been prepared, published and placed in the Internet,
sent to the President of the Russian Federation, the State Duma of the Russian Federation, the relevant committee of the State
Duma. The general meeting of RAS is appointed at September 9, 2013.

'7 The long-term competitiveness. Interview with the Director of the Scientific Research Institute for System Studies of RAS,
Director of the Institute of Microtechnologies, National Research Centre “Kurchatov Institute” Vladimir Betelin. Expert. 2013.

No. 32. 12-18 August.

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

4(28) 2013 1



Open letter of Academician Zh. Alferov
to the President of the Russian Federation
Vladimir V. Putin

Dear Vladimir Vladimirovich,

I assume that President of any country is to be always the greatest patriot of
his country and to hold an interest in the successful development of the state just
by virtue of office. The revival of high-tech industries is the major challenge for
the country. You have formulated it as a task for business: to create 25 million jobs
in high technology sectors by 2020.

This is the task not only for business but for the country, science and education.
In order to meet the challenge, it is necessary to return the focus to scientific
research, to increase dramatically the role of the Academy of Sciences, to address
constantly the demand of the economy and society for results, to develop the
system of higher professional education, primarily science and technology
education from a new angle.

Under the conditions of severe international competition for markets,
including Russian ones, we can win only by creating fundamentally new
technologies based on national scientific developments, and the RAS laboratories
are, undoubtedly, the most effective for carrying out research. Our Academy
has always been the country’s supreme research institution, determining its
scientific and technological progress, training of top-qualification personnel and
coordination of research works in the field of Natural and Social Sciences.

At the time of 2000 Nobel Prize Award ceremony, BBC TV carried out a
roundtable with new laureates, and I remember my neighbour at this table was
Professor James Heckman, an American economist, who, answering a question,
said the following: “In the second part of the twentieth century, the scientific
technological progress was determined by competition of the Soviet Union and
the United States. And from this point of view, it’s a great pity that this competi-
tion is now over.”

The Academy of Sciences has not only offered large-scale projects to the
country, but also made landmark contribution to the projects implementation
(the creation of a nuclear shield; nuclear energy and nuclear fleet; the development

Printed by the text published at the web-site of the newspaper “Zavtra”. 2013. No. 31. Ist August.
Available at: http://zavtra.ru/content/view/sdelat-nauku-vostrebovannoj/
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of outer space and the Northern sea route; Siberia and the Far East with the
establishment of new scientific centres in these territories; radio determination
and semiconductor “revolution”, etc.).

The leading industrial ministries (Ministry of Medium Machine-Building,
Ministry of General Machine-Building, Ministry of Electronic Industry, Ministry
of Radio Industry, etc.) were established with the active participation of the
Academy of Sciences and the Academy’s leading scientists. Under favourable
circumstances, had the reforms been carried out in a different way and by different
people, they could have become successful multinational companies, competitive
on the world market in the development of modern technologies and production.
However, that did not happen.

After the toughest reforms in the 1990s, the RAS, having lost a lot, managed
to keep its scientific potential much better than specialized science and higher
educational institutions. The opposition of academic and institutional science is
absolutely unnatural and can only be set by the individuals, pursuing their own
and very odd political goals, which have little to do with the country’s interests.

The Law on reorganization of the RAS and other state academies of sciences,
hastily proposed by Dmitry Medvedev and Dmitry Livanov, and your support for
which is now obvious, by no means solves the task of increasing the efficiency of
scientific research. I dare say that any reorganization, even much more reasonable
than the one stipulated by the aforementioned Law, will not resolve the matter.
The main problem of Russian science is the lack of demand for our scientific
results in the economy and society.

Back in 2001, my fellow academicians approached me with the proposal to
put my candidacy for RAS President. I refused, believing that solid prospects are
ahead of us: new President of our country immediately met with the RAS leading
scientists. It seemed that the economic course of the country’s development will
positively change.

For the past 12 years much has changed, yet much is still the same. The
statements that the Academy should be an elite club as in “civilized” countries,
and science should be developed in universities, that the RAS is the heir of the
totalitarian Soviet regime (the Academy of Sciences was severely attacked in the
1920s as well, only under the slogan “the Academy is the heir of the totalitarian
tsarist regime”) still continued and multiplied. The fact that we are the heirs of
the reforms of Peter the Great, the founder of the Academy of Sciences, was
completely ignored.

As to the so-called “Club of eminent scholars”, let me remind you: the RAS
maintains in operative management a huge federal property that you, fortunately,
did not manage to privatize. And what will become of it, if the Academy is
transformed into a club? We proceed from the interests of Russia and Russian
science, intended to serve the country. But the question is who will profit from
changing the Academy’s status? Maybe, those, who are looking to pilfer the
property? Wouldn’t the federal agency, proposed by the draft Law, become the
Academservis, as in case with the notorious Oboronservis?
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Dmitry Medvedev’s arguments that RAS organization corresponds to
1930—1940s and does not correspond to the 21st century are farfetched and
meaningless.

In the organizational and structural context, the Academy of Sciences is a
conservative institution in the best sense of the term. Both the US National
Academy of Sciences, which celebrated its 150th anniversary this year, and the
Royal Society of London that passed the milestone of 350 years, have little
changed the principles of organization and structure during their history,
nevertheless, they have played and continue playing a crucial role in the
development of science and technology of their countries even at present. The
same can be said about our RAS.

Over the last two decades our Academy has mainly adhered to “the survival
philosophy”. In order to switch to the “development philosophy”, not only a
considerable increase in financing, but, above all, highly-skilled and compe-
tent setting of new tasks in science and technology, are needed. At present
only the RAS has really highly-qualified personnel in all areas of modern
science, and we often witness the situation, in which the officials of the research
agencies only create artificial fund distribution channels, and do not set real
research goals, or a task to solve, the resolution of which requires the alloca-
tion of certain funds.

The aim, you did state, will be achieved only by effectively developing the
Academy of Sciences, changing the status of its branches, creating new instead
of inefficient ones, and not by “reforming” the Academy. Recently I set forth the
RAS development programme during the RAS president elections. We need
specific tasks, the solution of which by the most promising directions will enable
the country to take up leading positions in modern science and technology. Such
tasks can be set by the RAS scientists but not by Mr. Fursenko and Mr. Livanov
with all their administration, since they have never done anything noteworthy for
science. Should you now liquidate the Ministry of Education and the Department
of Science and Education, headed by Aleksandr Khlunov, in your government,
all teachers, professors and researchers would sigh with relief, and the country
would not simply take notice of that.

The Presidential Council on Science, Technology and Education should
comprise distinguished scientists and heads of the country’s main high-tech
companies, preparing for you new decisions on fundamental issues concerning
the development of science, technologies and education. What we have instead
is the Commission on the State prize, the Presidium of which is headed not by
you (the person who makes and in fact, takes all decisions), but an official of the
presidential administration. By the way, I can not imagine that the RAS Presidium
would be led not by the President of the Academy, but by an employee of the
Presidium apparatus. And, of course, no place could be found for the only Russian
Nobel prize laureate in science in the Presidential Council.

And this is the Council you are going to entrust with the task of appointing
the Directors of the RAS institutes!
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Absolutely far-fetched is the integration of the Russian Academy of Sciences
(RAS), the Academy of Medical Science, and the Academy of Agricultural
Science, the unification of which will only destroy the normal functioning of all
three of them. Moreover, the organization of cooperation and joint research does
not require such reorganization. By the way, the USA, which is at present the
most advanced country in science and modern technologies, has three national
Academies (I have been the foreign member of two of the Academies already for
a quarter of a century). One of the Academies, the Institute of Health, i.e. the US
National Academy of Medical Sciences, has been rapidly developing nowadays,
having huge budget and, in fact, even a number of universities and institutes at
its disposal.

In general, the word “reform” has become a common noun, and is often
perceived as a synonym of “collapse” and “defeat”. “Reforms” are immediately
associated with Chubais privatization and the USSR breakup. Also, we managed
to preserve our Academy of Sciences due to the fact that all organizations of the
USSR Academy of Sciences were located on the territory of the RSFSR, and
during the Soviet collapse the Academy of Sciences was naturally maintained as
the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Instead of the law currently submitted to the State Duma, the status of the
Russian Academy of Sciences as the top scientific institution is to be spelled out
in the Federal Law and inscribed in the Academy’s Charter.

Our most important challenge is to make science in-demand. It is impossible
to take the science out of the current disastrous situation without meeting this
challenge. The funds for the implementation of scientific developments are always
found, when science is in demand. Such conditions are to be created in our country
now. The Russian Academy of Sciences is to become the real tool for solving the
task. We can do this, and the authorities are obliged to help us.

When I was ten, I read a wonderful book “Two captains” by Veniamin Kaverin.
And for all my life I have been following the principle of the novel’s main character
Sanya Grigoryev: “To strive, to seek, to find and not to yield.” When doing so, it
is important to understand what you are fighting for.

The struggle for the preservation of the RAS is not only a struggle for the future
of Russian science; it is a struggle for the future of the country. And we really
wanted to fight for this together with you!

Zhores Alferov, RAS Academician,
winner of 2000 Nobel Prize in Physics

July 24, 2013
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Public opinion monitoring of the state of the Russian society

As in the previous issues, we publish the results of the public opinion monitoring of the state
of the Russian society conducted by ISEDT RAS in the Vologda Oblast .

The following tables show the dynamics of a number of parameters indicating the social feeling
and socio-political sentiment of the Vologda Oblast population on average for the last 6 surveys
(October 2012 — August 2013) in comparison with the data for 2012, as well as for 2011, when
D.A. Medvedev’s presidential term was due to expire, and for 2007, the last year of V.V. Putin’s
second Presidency.

Estimation of performance of the authorities

The data. presented in table 1 show that from February 2013 the level of approval concerning
the performance of Russia’s President has not been rising and remains about 55%, which is
20 p.p. lower than it was at the end of V. Putin’s second presidential term in 2007 (75%). The share
of disapproving estimates on the average for the past 6 surveys in comparison with 2007 has
increased almost by the same value (by 20 p.p. from 11% to 31%).

Table 1. Dynamics of the answers to the question: “How do you assess
the current performance of..?”, % of the number of respondents

Aug Oct Dec Feb April | June | Aug HTIE thDey ?:sTig ;fxe)ys
Indicator | 2007 2011 2012 | 15 | 5012 | 2012 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | OISy comparison
6 surveys t0 2012
RF President
Approve 753 | 58.7 | 51.7 || 53.7 | 50.9 | 53.3 | 555 | 555 | 54.3 | 55.1 54.1 +2
Do not approve | 11.5 @ 256 | 326 | 31.1 | 321 | 346 | 29.2 | 315 | 293 @ 289 30.9 -2
Chairman of the RF Government
Approve - 59.3 | 496 || 485 | 471 483 | 479 | 485 | 46.2 | 504 481 -2
Do not approve - 247 | 333 || 345 | 328 | 359 | 344 | 357 | 332 | 304 33.7 0
Governor
Approve 55.8 | 457 | 419 || 453 | 436 | 425 | 430 | 444 | 443 | 4438 43.8 +2
Do not approve | 22.2 | 30.5 | 33.3 || 32.7 | 337 | 354 | 338 | 349 | 319 | 31.1 8815 0

' The polls are held six times a year in Vologda, Cherepovets, and in eight districts of the oblast (Babayevsky District.
Velikoustyugsky District, Vozhegodsky District, Gryazovetsky District, Kirillovsky District, Nikolsky District, Tarnogsky District
and Sheksninsky District). The method of the survey is a questionnaire poll by place of residence of respondents. The volume of
asample population is 1500 people aged from 18 and older. The sample is purposeful and quoted. Representativeness of the sample
is ensured by the observance of the proportions between the urban and rural population, the proportions between the inhabitants
of settlements of various types (rural communities, small and medium-sized cities), age and sex structure of the oblast’s adult
population. Sampling error does not exceed 3%.

More details on the results of ISEDT RAS polls are available at http://www.vscc.ac.ru/.
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The absence of positive changes in the evaluation of the President’s performance from Febru-
ary 2012 is proved by the dynamics of the answers obtained in the different social groups of popu-
lation (7ab. 2). The average value for the last 6 surveys is also significantly (by 20% and more)
worse than it was in 2007.

Table 2. Dynamics of the RF President’s activity approval by different
social groups of population, % of the number of respondents

Average Dynamics (+/-),
. Aug. | Oct Dec. | Feb. | April | June | Aug. the last 6 surveys
el E7 20071 2011 2002 0 505 | o012 | 2012 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | O e ISt comparison
6 surveys
to 2012

Sex
Men 736 | 556 489 | 525 @ 477 | 492 531 | 543 | 535 531 51.8 +3
Women 767 612 539 | 546 | 534 566 575 565 549 568 | 56.0 )
Age
Under 30 766 583 497 | 516 508 501 556 @ 566 481 509 | 52.0 )
30-55 751 | 576 | 509 | 545 | 482 543 530 | 535 577 | 573 | 540 +3
Over 55 746 | 60.7 | 546 | 540 @ 551 | 545 595 | 57.9 | 536 @ 551 56.0 +1
Education
Secondary, incom- | o4 | 51q | 450 | 483 | 471 | 442 | 520 501 | 516 | 511 49.4 +3
plete secondary
Secondary
s 764 598 518 | 475 518 | 548 559 | 571 | 552 542 | 548 +3
E:gr?:rr incomplete | a1 | 613 | 566 | 652 | 535 | 509 586 597 | 563 | 601 | 580 +
Income groups

0,
;2)2 o/:)g thepoorest | ooy | 457 | 400 | 412 407 | 366 409 434 | 528 470 | 436 43
60% of the people
with middle-sized | 78.0 604 538 | 57.2 | 530 @ 551 592 582 | 539 @ 543 | 556 2
income
20% of the most
rosperous people | 526 689 594 | 603 | 593 660 639 649 608 667 | 636 +4
Territories
Vologda 741 | 583 | 516 || 53.3 | 540 | 534 | 515 | 547 | 511 | 541 53.1 2
Cherepovets 828 | 685 623 | 650 @ 615 | 632 641 | 614 653 628 | 631 +1
Districts 722 | 539 463 | 480 @ 443 483 531 528 499 515 | 500 4
Oblast 753 | 587 | 517 | 537 | 509 | 533 555 | 555 | 543 551 54.1 )
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Assessment of success in coping with challenging issues

The answers of the Vologda Oblast residents to the question “How successful is the RF
President’s activity in dealing with challenging issues?” are presented in fable 3. They show that
in 2007 the level of “successful” estimates of President V. Putin’s performance was higher than
that of “unsuccessful” estimates by all the positions. As for 2011, during D. Medvedev’s Presidency,
the opposite situation was observed: the share of negative assessments was significantly higher
than the share of positive ones (by 15—-20%).

For the 16 months of the third presidential term, the assessment of V. Putin’s performance
in dealing with key issues has remained on the level of 2011. The population sees no significant
difference between the performance of D. Medvedev as President and V. Putin during his third
Presidency on these key issues so far.

Table 3. How successful, in your opinion, is the RF President’s activity
in coping with challenging issues?, % of the number of respondents*

Dynamics (+/-),

i Average | the Jast 6 surveys
Aug. Oct. Dec. Feb. | April | June | Aug. for in comparison

2012 | 2012 | 2012 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | the last t0 2012
6 surveys
2007 | 2011 | 2012

Indicator 2007 | 2011 | 2012

Strengthening Russia’s standing in world affairs
Successful 584 | 46.2 | 431 || 472 | 419 | 441 | 451 | 46.7 | 41.7 | 453 441 -14 -2 +1
Unsuccessful | 24.9 | 33.7 | 379 || 349 @ 394 | 390 344 | 395 | 371 364 37.6 +13 | +4 0

ﬁ)‘fg‘fﬁf 1335 | 1125 | 1052 112.3 | 1025 | 1051 | 1107 | 107.2 | 1046 1089 | 1065 | -27 | 6 | +1
Imposing order in the country
Successful | 532 366 354 | 409 348 | 375 | 377 | 372 351 399 | 370 | -16 0 | 42
Unsuccessful = 34.0 | 50.0 | 507 || 456 @ 501 | 507 465 @ 49.9 | 499 & 467 | 490 | +15 -1 | -2

2‘;"8‘;’3*35 1192 | 866 847 | 953 @ 847 | 868 912 873 | 852 932 | 880 | 31 41 | +3

Protection of democracy and strengthening the citizens’ freedoms
Successful 444 | 324 | 288 | 33.0 | 26.7 | 285 @ 30.0 | 304 | 29.1 | 347 29.9 -15 -3 +1
Unsuccessful | 37.0 | 48.3 | 52.3 || 48.1 54.0 | 547 | 498 | 549 | 50.0 | 485 52.0 +15 +4 0

I‘.f]“’fe‘fff 1074 | 84.1 | 765 | 849 @727 738 | 802 755 | 791 82 | 779 | 30 6 |+
Economic recovery, increase in the citizens’ welfare
Successful 472 | 30.7 | 2855 | 347 | 253 | 293 @ 307 | 319 | 282 | 326 29.7 -18 -1 +1
Unsuccessful | 39.1 | 56.1 | 57.9 || 514 | 61.1 59.6 @ 539 | 596 | 56.7 534 57.4 +18 +1 -1

Success

index** 108.1 | 746 | 706 | 833 | 642 | 69.7 | 768 @723 | 715 | 792 72.3 -36 -2 +2

* Ranked according to the average value of the indicator for the last 6 surveys.

** For calculating each index the share of negative answers is subtracted from the share of positive answers, after that 100 is added
to the obtained figure in order to avoid negative values. Consequently, fully negative answers would give the total index 0, fully positive
answers — index 200, the balance between the former and the latter — index 100, which is. in fact, a neutral mark.
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Estimation of social condition

Table 4, representing the dynamics of population’s estimation of their social condition, shows
that the share of positive answers about the mood and stock of patience on average for the last
6 surveys was higher than in 2007 (by 4.3% and 5.6%).

At the same time, the indicators of social self-identification for the same period have deterio-
rated: the share of people considering themselves to be “poor” and “extremely poor” increased
by 5 p.p. (from 42% to 47%), the share of people with “average income” decreased (from 48% to
44%); Consumer Sentiment Index declined (by 15 p.p. — from 106 to 91).

Perhaps, these trends indicate that there is some conservation of the positive expectations from
the authorities of all levels, people tend to concentrate more on their personal, family and private
life. In our opinion, this is an alarming trend, for it establishes the principle of “it is good that it
is not worse”. If the authorities do not seek to enhance the efficiency of their efforts to restore
order in the country, promote the growth of the economy, increase the welfare of the population,
protect democracy, secure the rights and freedoms of citizens, this may lead to very undesirable
consequences. It is essential that people actually see the changes in their life on these key issues.

Table 4. Estimation of social condition, % of the number of respondents

Average Dynamics (+/-),

. Aug. Oct. Dec. Feb. April | June | Aug. the last 6 surveys

Answer options | 2007 | 2011 1 2002} o5 | on1p | po12 | o013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 || O3 comparison
6 surveys
t0 2012
Mood
Usual condition, | w3 | 631 | 673 | 71.3 | 69.0 | 68.0 | 666 | 686 | 664 | 687 | 67.9 +1
good mood
Feeling stress,
anger, fear, 278|289 | 270 || 233 | 255 | 265 | 305 | 260 | 259 | 263 | 268 0
depression
Stock of patience
Everything is not
s0 bad; its difficult | 7,4 | 748 | 766 | 732 | 775 | 799 | 755 | 779 | 778 | 797 | 781 2
to live, but it’s
possible to stand it
S HTeslil 136 | 153 | 158 | 17.0 | 156 | 137 | 161 | 165 | 137 | 147 | 151 y
to bear such plight
Social self-identification
The share of people
who consider
themselvestobe | 42.4 | 44.3 | 445 || 442 | 441 | 470 | 459 | 482 | 483 | 468 | 467 )
poor and extremely
poor
The share of people
viho consider 482 | 431 | 447 | 434 | 447 | 434 | 443 | 426 | 419 | 449 | 436 5]
themselves to have
average income
Consumer Sentiment Index

Index value, points | 105.9 | 896 | 915 | 923 | 917 | 917 | 923 904 898 910 | 912 0
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Attitude of the population toward political parties

The lack of positive changes is observed in the level of support of the ruling party. By the end
of V. Putin’s second Presidency (2007) and during D. Medvedev’s Presidency (2011), as well as
in 2012 and 2013 the level of support of “United Russia” was 29—30% (7ab. 5). At that, the share
of the oblast’s residents, whose interests are expressed by no party, is continuing to increase
(in 2007 — 18%, in 2011 — 29%, in 2012 — 31%, on average for the last 6 surveys — 34%).

Table 5. Which party expresses your interests?, % of the number of respondents

< <
€ €
- - £ <58
= = z | ad
&8 sz N IV - B - B - P R
Party é o : g S : g S S S 8 g § > gg g $ é
~ =2 S N = 5 N = = S o = = = > S EwS
S & S & < S a i < 3 2| Te| g2
= = s 5‘;’5’ S
= = 8 =
2 2 .
L i
United Russia | 30.2 | 605 311 334 291 | 314 266 304 305 285 313 | 296 | 295 0
KPRF 70 | 93 | 103 | 168 | 106 95 | 104 | 122 | 97 | 1.0 | 11.3 | 120 || 111 +1
LDPR 75 | 110 | 78 154 78 | 67 68 |72 63 71 66 68 | 68 B
Just Russia 78 | 88 | 56 272 66 | 56 55 55 | 53 51 47 43 | 51 4
Other 18| - | 19| - |21 23| 24 | 35 | 35 | 34 | 20 | 34 || 30 +1
No party 178 | — | 294 | - | 313332 | 361 325|353 | 371 | 317 | 334 | 344 +3
s el 212 | - [132 | - | M7 111|123 | 87 | 93 | 78 | 123 | 105 || 102 L
to answer

I

As in the previous issues, we publish the journal articles rating in this one.
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July 3—5, 2013 the Vologda Oblast hosted
the 9th Session of the InterAcademy Council
(IAC) of the Russian Academy of Sciences and
the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus.
A number of roundtable discussions and a
research-to-practice conference were held in
the framework of the Session, which focused on

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

integration processes in various spheres of both
countries as the basis for maintaining security
of the Union State.

The region’s guests visited the cities of
Vologda and Cherepovets, Kirillovsky District,
they also visited industrial enterprises (OAO
Severstal, JSC PhosAgro, OAO Cherepovets
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Casting and Mechanical Plant, JSC Vologda
Optical and Mechanical Plant (VOMZ),
LLC Optimech, LLC Aleksandra Plus),
social institutions (cultural and recreational
centre “Zabota”, youth centre “GOR.COM
35”), educational and research institutions
(Cherepovets State University, Institute of
Socio-Economic Development of Territories
of RAS).

Inthe run-uptothe InterAcademy Council’s
major activities, the session of the young
scientists’ section was held for the first time
with the participation of young researchers from
Russia, Belarus, Ukraine and Kazakhstan (July
2, 2013). They discussed the issues of trade-
economic and innovation cooperation, food
security, socio-humanitarian development.
According to IAC members, these annual
meetings will contribute to the establishment of
scientific cooperation between scientists from
all the countries participating in integration
associations like the Customs Union, Common
Economic Space (CES), Eurasian Economic
Union. Such meetings will also enhance their
science and technology potential in the long
term.

In the course of the 9th Session of the
InterAcademy Council, its participants
expressed their agreement with the position of
MAC Co-Chairman, Deputy State Secretary,
member of the Permanent Committee of the
Union State A.A. Kubrin. He pointed out that
under the ongoing reorganization of science
in Russia and Belarus it is crucially important
to maintain and develop horizontal and
interdisciplinary cooperation between research
organizations and scientists, to enhance the
potential of fundamental science on this basis.
An important task consists in the enhancement
of innovation component of research by
means of direct interaction with economic
entities, interaction between regions, also with
coordinating support provided by management
bodies of the Union State. In this connection, it
is advisable to create an information database,

which includes a list of promising projects to
be implemented in the Union State and CIS,
as well as innovation solutions for interregional
cooperation.

The establishment of an international
innovation centre with the participation of CES
countries, Ukraine, and other CIS countries is
another promising project. It requires that all the
member states should unanimously agree that
the right of ownership of R&D results should
belong to the author of the R&D product rather
than its customer. Furthermore, it is necessary
to adopt legal documents on the property of the
Union State, to develop a long-term industrial
policy of the Union State and the strategy of
its implementation. For enhancing the role of
IAC in solving these issues, it is advisable to
create working groups within IAC on sectoral
basis with the participation of specialists from
the two academies.

The InterAcademy Council backed up the
decision of the Permanent Committee of the
Union State concerning the elaboration and
adoption in 2013 of a long-term target
programme of the Union State on the
development of flax industry of Belarus and
Russia, considering this area of cooperation to
be the most important issue of integration and
economic security.

The InterAcademy Council expressed its
solidarity with the opinion of IAC Co-
Chairman P.A. Vityaz about the necessity of
developing the Union State on the basis of
science and technology development process,
the elaboration of coordinated industrial
policy on its basis, and its implementation by
means of joint programmes and projects of the
Union State. This will eliminate unnecessary
competition within integration associations;
it will also enhance the role of scientists in the
elaboration of an efficient competition policy
of the Union State in the world market. It
requires active participation of the legislative
bodies of the Union State in the establishment
of an efficient legal base for its functioning, in
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particular, finding legal solution to such issues as
co-financing of joint programmes and projects,
securing property rights to objects created in
the course of their implementation. Belarusian
and Russian scientific community, in turn,
should provide legislators with appropriate
methodological support.

InterAcademy Council members approved
the experience of the Vologda Oblast in
attracting young employees to the oblast’s
government, enterprises (JSC VOMZ) and
educational institutions (ISEDT RAS Science
and Education Centre) and recommended it
to be generally used in the regions of Russia
and Belarus.

The InterAcademy Council also supported
the initiatives concerning the elaboration and
implementation of joint programmes on the
development of potato and Jerusalem artichoke
production, agricultural machinery, and the
conclusion of an agreement between the NAS
of Belarus and the Department of Science
of the Vologda Oblast Government on the
scientific support of rape cultivation in the
Vologda Oblast.

The InterAcademy Council agreed with
Corresponding Member R.S. Grinberg that
the Union State is the consolidating core of the
post-Soviet states, its most advanced form.
Therefore, it is possible and necessary to work
out a programme (strategy) for overcoming the
“primitivization” of member-states’ economies
in the framework of the Union State, taking
into account the experience of JSC VOMZ,
OAO Severstal and other high-tech enterprises
of the Vologda Oblast and many Belarusian
enterprises.

This problem is especially relevant in the
conditions of accession of Russia and other
CES countries to the WTO. The InterAcademy
Council can serve as an expert platform in the
elaboration of the Programme. Related research
institutes are able to assist in identifying the
competitive advantages of countries, regions

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

and sectors, to determine the instruments of
their realization in the world market.

IAC members backed the proposal of the
Deputy Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the House of Representatives of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Belarus on
Education, Culture and Science, member of
the Commission for Social Policy, Science,
Culture and Humanitarian Issues of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Union State
A.I. Segodnik about the necessity of elaborating
the Concept of the Union State Development
under the formation of new integration
associations. IAC should provide a legal basis
for funding IAC activities in order to solve this
task and support the ongoing organizational
and research activities.

TAC members agreed with the standpoint
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union
of Belarus and Russia, expressed in the
recommendations of the 31st session of the
permanent workshop “Scientific potential of
Belarus and Russia in the field of fundamental
and applied research as an important component
of innovation development of the Union State”
in general, and with the following proposals in
particular:

— introduction of amendments to the
development and implementation of the Union
State programmes, that envisage a streamlined
procedure of their consideration and approval,
with IAC participation;

— impetus to the development of a draft
list of the Union State programmes taking into
account main spheres of fundamental and
applied research, and to its adoption in the
established order;

— organization of a contest among young
scientists of the Union State in the framework
of the Union State;

— establishment of the Union State prize
for outstanding achievements gained during the
implementation of R&D programmes of the
Union State, joint integration R&D and
innovation projects.
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The InterAcademy Council session
considered the issues connected with the
activity of the Council, determination of its
role in the development of the Union State,
financing of research projects.

The InterAcademy Council expressed its
sincere gratitude to IAC Co-Chairman,
Academician A.D. Nekipelov, who has been
working for the benefit of its effective operation
for many years, promoting inter-academy
relations between RAS and the NAS of Belarus,
handling topical issues of R&D cooperation
between Russia and Belarus, and facilitating
the Union State construction.

According to the results of the round table
“Innovation development as a factor in
enhancing competitiveness of the territory”,
held at JSC VOMZ on 3 July 2013, inter-
Academy Council members noted the expansion
of cooperation between Belarus and the
Vologda Oblast, including in the framework of
the Agreement on trade-economic, scientific,
technological and cultural cooperation between
the Government of the Republic of Belarus
and the Vologda Oblast Government (dated 20
September 2006) and the Programme on the
development of cooperation for 2011-2013
(dated 8 September 2008).

The Council also highlighted the efficiency
of establishing long-term cooperative links
between economic entities on the development
and adoption of innovation products, such
cooperation has been established between the
Vologda Optical and Mechanical Plant and JSC
Planar (Republic of Belarus). This cooperation
resulted in the production of a new range of
thermal imaging devices that are in demand in
the domestic and world markets. In this regard
it is advisable to streamline the development
and adoption of “Thermal imager”, the joint
R&D programme of the Union State.

The roundtable participants pointed out
that consolidating the efforts of the Vologda
Oblast enterprises, such as LLC Optimech,
LLC Aleksandra Plus, and organizations of

the NAS of Belarus in the production of power
ultrasonic devices for the decontamination of
nuclear power stations’ solid waste and in the
production of equipment for water and fluids
purification could be very profitable in the
framework of public-private partnership.

At the round table “Research and
educational centre as a component of the
region’s scientific and technological potential
development”, held at the Institute of Socio-
Economic Development of Territories of
RAS on 3 July 2013, the participants of the
InterAcademy Council Session got acquainted
with the experience of the research and
educational centre as a system of multilevel
training of academic staff. The Academician of
NAS of Belarus P.A. Vityaz and other scientists
praised the work of the Institute and noted
an important role it performs in the issues
concerning the integration of fundamental
science and education. This experience will be
useful both for Belarus and for the regions of
Russia and the Union State as a whole.

The International Research-to-Practice
Conference “Integration within the Union
State as the main tool for the implementation
of Russia and Belarus security strategy”
(3—4 July 2013) became a major event.
The conference was attended by leading
scientists of the Russian Academy of Sciences
and the National Academy of Sciences of
Belarus, scientists from Kazakhstan, Ukraine,
representatives of the Permanent Committee of
the Union State, Parliamentary Assembly of the
Union of Belarus and Russia, representatives of
research and educational institutions, heads and
specialists of federal and regional authorities,
representatives of business community and
social sphere institutions (about 300 people
all in all).

The main purpose of this event consisted in
the search and substantiation of opportunities
for promoting integration within the Union
State. According to the participants of the
conference, the task can be solved by developing
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the cooperation between Belarus and Russia in
trade, economic, scientific-innovation and
socio-humanitarian spheres.

Opening the plenary session of the
conference, the Director of the Institute of
Socio-Economic Development of Territories
of RAS, Doctor of Economics, Professor
V.A. Ilyin noted the importance of the forum
and expressed gratitude to the Vologda Oblast
Government and Vologda City Administration
for their support and assistance in organizing
this very important event.

The importance of the conference in finding
ways for the sustainable socio-economic
development of the Union State countries was
emphasized in the introductory reports of the
heads of the Russia-Belarus InterAcademy
Council: the Academician of NAS of Belarus
P.A. Vityaz, Deputy Governor of the Vologda
Oblast A.V. Kozhevnikov, Deputy Chairman
of the Standing Committee of the House of
Representatives of the National Assembly of the
Republic of Belarus on Education, Culture and
Science, Member of the Commission for Social
Policy, Science, Culture and Humanitarian
Issues of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Union State A.I. Segodnik, and the Director
of RAS Institute of Economics, Member of
the IAC Expert Advisory Committee, RAS
Corresponding Member R.S. Grinberg. It
was also noted that Belarusian and Russian
scientists will continue their cooperation in
the spheres of space research, information
technology, and medicine.

The central idea of the conference consisted
in the search for and substantiation of
opportunities for promoting integration within
the Union State through further development
of cooperation in trade-economic, scientific-
innovation and socio-humanitarian spheres,
which will enhance the security of Russia and
Belarus.

The Chief of Staff of NAS of Belarus, Co-
Chairman of the InterAcademy Council of
RAS and NASB, Academician P.A. Vityaz

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

noted in his report that at present, a lot of
countries experience adverse processes in
their economy, which forces their leadership
to take radical measures for the development
of different spheres of governmental activities.
According to the speaker, these measures
should be implemented through competent
economic and managerial decisions both in
Russia and Belarus.

The speaker highlighted the importance of
the Union State development and underlined
the necessity of promoting further cooperation
between Russia and Belarus, of searching
for mutually beneficial spheres, for example,
military and energy security, of enhancing
science-intensive production.

In addition, P.A. Vityaz spoke about the
main functions of the National Academy of
Sciences of Belarus and joint research of
Belarusian and Russian scientists in the fields
of space research, information technology, and
medicine. As it has been noted, the drafted
Union State programmes were elaborated
in these spheres; many of the programmes,
which are comprehensive and promising for
the economy of both countries, should be
continued.

In conclusion P.A. Vityaz noted that the
next step in the development of the Union State
should consist in the integration within the CIS
countries, which will promote the further
growth of economies of the Commonwealth
States and their access to world markets.

The report of the Deputy Governor of the
Vologda Oblast A.V. Kozhevnikov was focused
on the issues of the oblast’s socio-economic
development in the post-crisis period, and on
the key directions of objectives and strategies
of its economic modernization. The report
also highlighted some spheres of cooperation
between the Vologda Oblast and Belarus.

Speaking about the geographic position of
the Vologda Oblast and Belarus, A.V. Kozhev-
nikov pointed out that the Republic of Belarus
is the oblast’s key partner. Among the CIS

4(28) 2013 31



Integration in the framework of the Union State as the strategy for enhancing Russia and Belarus’ security

countries Belarus is the leader by the volume
of trade with the Vologda Oblast: the share of
the Republic in the volume of trade turnover
with the oblast is 54.2%. The Vologda Oblast-
Belarus trade turnover amounted to 570 billion
US dollars in 2012. Compared with the 2010
level, it increased by 55%.

A.V. Kozhevnikov spoke about the logistics
potential of the Vologda Oblast, the present-day
condition of its transport system. He paid
special attention to the introduction on 24
December 2013 of the flight Cherepovets-
Minsk, which promoted cooperation between
the Vologda Oblast and Belarus.

Further on, the report highlighted the main
indicators of the Vologda Oblast’s economic
development, which is based on the large
metallurgical and chemical enterprises, located
in Cherepovets. A.V. Kozhevnikov noted that
the economy of the Vologda Oblast is export-
oriented; consequently, the region is susceptible
to the influence of external markets. This
situation needs to be kept under control and its
impact has to be handled through innovation
economic development.

Accordingto A.V. Kozhevnikov, cooperation
with Belarus is carried out within the framework
oftrade, agreements between the region’s major
industrial enterprises, the inter-academy
and inter-university cooperation, as well as
cooperation within various associations. In
conclusion A.V. Kozhevnikov considered the
main forms of further cooperation between the
Vologda Oblast and Belarus including trade fair
and exhibition activity, and the establishment
of joint ventures.

The Deputy Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the House of Representatives of
the National Assembly of the Republic of
Belarus on Education, Culture and Science,
Member of the Committee for Social Policy,
Science, Culture and Humanitarian Issues of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union State
A.I. Segodnik delivered the report “Cross-
border cooperation as a factor in enhancing

security of Belarus and Russia’s regions,
located at the outer border of the Union State”.

The speaker outlined the essence of cross-
border cooperation and named its forms, which
include trade and economic cooperation,
social, scientific, technological, cultural,
educational, humanitarian, ecological
cooperation, etc.

A.l. Segodnik noted that, on the one hand,
cross-border cooperation potential is formed
on the basis of similarity of the economies of
border areas and expediency of applying joint
efforts to handling common issues of socio-
economic development of adjacent countries.
On the other hand, this potential implies the
differences in the quality of economic structures
within the frontier zone, which is also a factor
in the development of international economic
cooperation.

The speaker pointed out that the deve-
lopment of cross-border cooperation between
neighbouring states is a priority sphere in
dealing with security issues of border regions of
the Union State. However, the potential of such
cooperation has not yet been used to the full
extent in the interests of intensive development
and enhancement of security in the border areas
of Russia and Belarus.

Director of RAS Institute of Economics,
RAS Corresponding Member, Member of the
IAC Expert Advisory Committee R.S. Grinberg
focused mainly on the issues of world economy
globalization, economic and political problems
of the post-Soviet space, the role of the
government in modern economy.

The speaker noted that at present glo-
bal processes are volatile; they are full of
contradictions that need to be resolved. The
2008—2009 crisis was a result of economy
deregulation, and nowadays these processes
are continuing. R.S. Grinberg quoted Marx,
saying that “all great wealth is being transferred
to one — two percent of the world’s population.
Large-scale poverty is spreading, polarization
of income is emerging”.
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At present, the most significant trends in
the world economy are as follows: concentration
and centralization of capital, the emergence of
economic giants and multinational companies;
the return of economic cycles; oligopolization
of world economy (development of strong
regional units), the return of political economy
and government’s intervention into economic
sphere.

R.S. Grinberg spoke about such threats to
global community as international terrorism,
based on Radical Islam; global warming; the
increase of the gap between the rich and poor;
degeneration of democratic procedures and the
crisis of multiculturalism.

Speaking about the specific problems of the
Union State of Russia and Belarus, R.S. Grin-
berg highlighted, first of all, the primitivization
of economic structure, anti-social nature of
economy and the underdevelopment of small
business and institutional structures.

The Director of the Institute of Philosophy
of NAS of Belarus, Ph.D. in Philosophy
A.A. Lazarevich spoke on the issues of humani-
tarian cooperation between Belarus and Russia
in the context of Eurasian integration policy.

He noted that a distinctive feature of the
modern era consists in the fact that its essence
can not be characterized by the conditions and
regularities of functioning of various socio-
economic and socio-political systems, local
cultures, internal features of formation and
realization of national interests, the specifics
of the mental structures of consciousness and
behaviour, since all this has been experiencing
serious external influence and acquiring the
features of universality and interdependence.

According to A.A. Lazarevich, at present,
universality and interdependence are inse-
parably linked to such phenomenon as
globalization, which, undoubtedly, is the
dominant sign of the modern era. Globalization
is the process that has alternatives and options,
or it is an inevitable unidirectional and
imperative process.
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A.A. Lazarevich emphasized that the 21st
century will be the century of humanitarian
science. The topic of his report, attempting to
find solutions to contemporary problems in
view of humanitarian science, is devoted to
the interaction of Russian and Belarusian
humanitarian science, its connection to the
issues that should be solved.

The speaker highlighted several groups of
issues that, in his opinion, should be focused
on within the framework of Russia-Belarus
humanitarian cooperation: humanitarian
science (the set of modern means of scientific
analysis, which could reveal a complex
mechanism of Belarusian and Russian societies
development); research into the place and
function of the national government in the
system of regional integration and global
policy; the study of characteristic features of
the national culture as a joint activity aimed
at the development of educational system,
worldview, behaviour of the Belarusian and
Russian people; the approbation of methods
for enhancing innovation culture.

The Rector of the Cherepovets State
University Ph.D. in Social Sciences, Associate
Professor D.V. Afanasyev spoke about the
integration of education and science as a factor
in innovation development of the territory.
He also outlined the promising directions of
cooperation between universities, including
CSU, and academic institutions.

The major topic of the report was the
synergy of education and science as a factor in
innovation development of the territory.
D.V. Afanasyev presented certain promising
spheres of interaction between universities
and academic institutions, the main aspects of
cooperation between universities and research
institutes. He dwelled on the formsof cooperation
between CSU and various research institutions:
the Institute of Socio- Economic Development
of Territories of RAS; RAS Institute of
Metallurgy and Materials Science named after
A.A. Baykov; RAS Institute of Archaeology; the
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Russian Geographical Society; RAS Institute
of Geology of Ore Deposits, Petrography,
Mineralogy and Geochemistry.

In conclusion, D.V. Afanasyev noted that
CSU is currently working on the creation of
the centre for collective use of hardware-
software computing complex, which will be
involved in the processes of mathematical
modeling of complex systems.

The Director of the Centre for Strategic
Research and System Analysis of the National
Academy of Sciences of Belarus, Ph.D. in
Economics, Associate Professor S.M. Dedkov
spoke on the security strategy in the sphere of
science and technology in certain countries.

In his opinion, in modern conditions,
national security is provided by increasing the
scientific-technological component of all its
spheres, development of intellectual capital,
and a high level of competitiveness. The
maintenance of national security in developed
countries is based solely on the use of scientific
and technological achievements.

The provision of national security in Russia
and Belarus is considered in the following
spheres:

— political security (security of a certain
political system against external and internal
threats that provides the realization of national
interests in all the spheres of national security);

— economic security (state of the economy,
which guarantees the security of national
interests from internal and external threats);

— scientific and technological security
(state of domestic scientific and technological
and education potential, facilitating the
realization of national interests in scientific and
technological sphere);

— social security (protection of life, health
and welfare of citizens, spiritual and moral
values of society from internal and external
threats);

— demographic security (state of security
of society and state from demographic
phenomena and trends, the socio-economic

consequences of which have a negative impact
on the country’s sustainable development);

— information security (protection of
balanced interests of an individual, society and
state against external and internal threats in
information sphere);

— military security (state of protection of
national interests against military threats);

— environmental security (state of pro-
tection of the environment, life and health of
citizens from threats arising as a result of man-
made impacts, as well as the factors, processes
and phenomena of natural and anthropogenic
character).

The report also dwelled upon the issues of
interaction between the state and private
sectors, and the forms of international
cooperation on ensuring security in science
and technology sphere.

The Deputy Director of RAS Institute of
State and Law, Doctor of Juridical Science,
Professor N.I. Mikhailov in his report presented
the ways to harmonize the legal base of Russia
and Belarus in the trade and economic sphere.

At present, there is a need for scientific
substantiation and definition of perspective
guidelines for the further development of
Russia-Belarus interstate economic coo-
peration, primarily in three main areas —
foreign trade, investment and monetary and
financial cooperation. The following issues
remain most relevant: the completion of the
formation of the Russia-Belarus single customs
space, handling the issues of cooperation in the
spheres of transport, tariff, price and tax policy,
the ambiguity of the role of political factors in
current economic relations between Russia
and Belarus.

N.I. Mikhailov spoke in detail about the
positive and problem aspects of Russia-Belarus
economic cooperation, he considered the
peculiarities of national legislation of the two
countries in connection with the establishment
of the Customs Union and Russia’s accession
to the WTO.
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The reports were delivered at four sections
in the framework of the conference. The
sections were attended by about 115 people,
and 67 participants made their presentations
there.

The participants of Section 1 “Integration of
Russia and Belarus as a basic condition for
enhancing economic security” dwelled upon the
following subjects: threats to economic security
and ways to overcome them; integration and its
importance in enhancing economic security;
socio-economic processes in the regions of
Russia and Belarus; spheres and forms of trade
and economic cooperation between the regions
of Russia and Belarus; political and legal aspects
of international and interregional relations in
trade and economic sphere; opportunities and
prospects for facilitating trade and economic
cooperation and enhancing its efficiency.

The reports delivered at Section 2 “Innovation
development as a factor in enhancing security and
competitiveness of the territories of Russia and
Belarus” disclosed the state and development
problems of scientific and innovation potential
of the regions; the demand of the government
and business in the results of R&D and
innovation activities in the regions; the
prospects of integration of the regions’ scientific
and innovation space; the possibilities and
prospects of consolidating the regions’ efforts
for the development of knowledge economy
infrastructure; the promotion and development
of international and interregional academic
mobility for improving the regions’ scientific
potential.

The topics discussed at Section 3 “Ways of
promoting the security of Russian and Belarusian
territories in the socio-demographic sphere”
included socio-demographic processes in
Russia and Belarus, threats to the socio-
demographic security of the territories; the
experience of Russia and Belarus’ regions
in enhancing public health and maintaining
socio-demographic security; labour potential
and safety in the labour sphere of Russia and
Belarus.
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In the framework of Section 4 “Humanitarian
cooperation for ensuring the security of Russia
and Belarus in the sphere of culture and
education” the following issues were discussed:
development of social sphere in the regions
of Russia and Belarus (education, health and
social protection, culture); opportunities and
prospects for cooperation on the development
of social sphere; the possibilities and prospects
for cooperation on the preservation of cultural
heritage and development of tourism potential
of the regions; the development of information
relations between Russia and Belarus.

Following the conference, its participants
adopted a resolution. In order to develop
harmonized and adequate measures for
preventing and handling challenges and threats
to the national interests of the member-states,
several proposals were submitted to the Union
State management bodies. These proposals and
recommendations concern the following issues:
elaboration of the draft strategy for ensuring
the security of the Union State for the period
up to 2025—-2030; further development of
interdepartmental cooperation of Belarus and
Russia, consolidation of efforts for ensuring the
Union State security in the trade-economic,
R&D, socio-demographic, educational,
cultural spheres.

The participants of the conference and the
InterAcademy Council members agreed that it
would be useful to organize annual research-to-
practice workshops on the issues of Russia-
Belarus integration in trade and economic,
research and innovation socio-humanitarian
and other spheres, including with the support
of the Belarusian Republican Foundation for
Fundamental Research, Russian Humanitarian
Science Foundation and Russian Foundation
for Basic Research.

The round table “Enhancement of
competitiveness and security of municipalities”
was held in Kirillovsky Municipal District of
the Vologda Oblast on 5 July 2013. The
participants met with the leadership of
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the district administration, discussed the
development of the district’s tourism potential,
expressed a number of suggestions for enhancing
the sustainability of the territory’s socio-
economic development.

During the round table discussion “Innovation
development as a factor in enhancing the
competitiveness of the industrial city”, held in
the Cherepovets State University on 5 July
2013, the InterAcademy Council members,
representatives of the Mayor’s Office of
Cherepovets, OAO Cherepovets Casting
and Mechanical Plant, OAO Severstal, JSC
PhosAgro-Cherepovets, Cherepovets State
University agreed on a number of joint
decisions:

— the usefulness of organizing the
InterAcademy Council sessions and research-
to-practice conferences in the regions of Russia
and Belarus possessing unique resources,
experience and initiatives;

— the necessity of further promotion and
expansion of cooperation between the academic
community, enterprises and regions, the
enhancement of practical orientation of
conducted R&D on the basis of the orders of
the real sector of the economy;

— creation of a joint foresight centre of the
Institute of Economics of NAS of Belarus,
Grodno State University, Regional Technology
Transfer Centre, Cherepovets State University
and ISEDT RAS.

The InterAcademy Council session on the
issues of development of the Union State and
the events within its framework showed that the
interest of Russia and Belarus in the process of
integration, despite all the difficulties, facilitates
the efficiency of economic cooperation
between the regions, expands their cooperation
in research and innovation sphere, creates
conditions for enhancing the quality of life and
human potential development.
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The article presents the analysis of the dynamics of education development in the subjects of the
Russian Federation in 2010—2012. The regions are classified by the growth rate of the indicators
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The current situation in the sphere of
education is characterized by frequently
changing objectives of its development. The
policy documents of the Russian Government
set the task of switching to the innovation
way of Russian education development,
which attaches certain dynamism and the
pursuit of international competitiveness to
the processes in this sphere.
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ISEDT RAS Scientific Associate

Ph.D. in Economics, Head of ISEDT RAS Laboratory

The latest messages to the system of Russian
education are associated with the introduction
of the regulatory mechanisms of financing
costs, of a new remuneration system (NRS),
the approval of new state educational standards
for primary and secondary (complete) general
education and the adoption of the new Law
“On education” in 2012, which will come into
effect in September, 2013.
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These circumstances greatly alter the
structure of national and regional education
systems, expanding the liabilities of the
regulatory and administrative authorities and
demanding a new quality of technical and
staffing support of education process, the
expansion of forms of educational institutions
management, transparency of education
systems'.

However, not all the territories of the
Russian Federation are prepared to the new
functioning conditions of the education sector.
For the most part, this is conditioned by the
socio-economic differentiation of Russian
regions that affect the functioning of regional
education systems, particularly, the resource
endowment necessary for learning activities.
The citizens’ level of satisfaction with education
depends directly on the place of residence and
provides the basis for the propagation of social
and economic inequality of the regions, since
the educational level of population largely
determines the investment attractiveness and
opportunities for effective economic growth
[4, p. 43-44].

In this regard, of special importance is the
evaluation of trends in the development of
regional education systems, which is the
purpose of the present study.

In 2011 ISEDT RAS staff members held a
pilot phase of the monitoring of the development
of the education systems of the Vologda Oblast
municipalities. In the course of this study
a number of deficiencies in the methods of
complex evaluation were revealed, to eliminate
which it is necessary:

1. To consider the most important and
relevant parameters of the education system
coordinated with the topical directions of
education policy, as well as with the indicators
adopted in the official monitoring systems

' Order ofthe Russian Ministry of Education and Science
No. 373 as of October 6, 2009, Order of the Russian Ministry
of Education and Science No. 413 as of May 17, 2012.

(for example, CPEM — complex program of
education modernization “Our new school”).
2. To evaluate the dynamics of the level of
education development. It is reasonable to
begin the assessment since 2010, the start
implementation of CPEM “Our new school”,
as in the course of the project implementation
new educational standards were introduced,
and higher educational institutions were to
meet new requirements in the short time.

3. Itisextremely important to consider the
share of individual evaluation indicators in the
system of indicators, when making calculations.

4. To supplement the data calculation with
the medium-term forecast of indicators by the
basic directions of education system
development, in order to formulate specific
proposals for the improvement of educational
services?.

In 2012—2013 the evaluation method was
adjusted, the data necessary for calculation
were collected, and the weighting coefficients
of each indicator were determined by expertise,
the development level of regional education
systems in the dynamics was estimated.

The analysis of normative-legal documents,
regulating the functioning of the education
system at the federal and regional levels and
determining the strategic priorities of its
development [5, 10, 11], made it possible to
single out four of the most actual in the current
conditions development directions of this
sphere:

1) to search for and support gifted and
talented youth;

2) to develop education human resource;

3) to develop education material and
technical base;

4) to create conditions for life protection
and health support of children in educational
institutions.

2 More detail on the territories assessment by education
indicators can be found in: Shabunova A.A., Golovchin M.A.
Evaluation of education development in municipal territories.
Problems of development of territory. 2012. No. 1(57). P.91-96.
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The list of 18 indicators was formed in
compliance with these directions. As a result
of the necessity to calculate target state
objectives in the education field, individual
indicators for monitoring the effectiveness
of the Complex programme of education
modernization “Our new school” were
introduced in the system of indicators’.

The selected indicators were combined into
4 thematic blocks. The list and characteristics
of the indicators included in blocks are
presented in fable 1.

The method of multidimensional com-
parative analysis, based on the Euclidean
distance method was applied, in order to
determine the assessment parameters of
education development level under the
developed system of indicators [12, P. 91-96].
This method allows considering not only the
absolute indicator values of each territory,

but the degree of proximity (distance) to the
indicator-standard as well*.

The sub-indices by the indicator of the
education sphere development (k,) were cal-
culated according to the following formula (1):

K, :ktxﬁ, (1)

Xst

where x, — the value of the i-th indicator in the
region in the #-th year;

x,, — average Russian index value, taken as a
unit;

k,— weighing coefficient of the significance of
i-th indicator.

The index method, allowing different
characteristics to be reduced to a comparable
form, is used in the study in order to calculate
the integral index of the development of
educational services.

Table 1. Indicators for assessing the level of education development
in the regions of the Russian Federation

Block

Indicator

1. Search for and
support of gifted
and talented youth
(4 indicators)

Share of the schoolchildren, participating in all stages of Olympiads

Share of students at educational institutions, supported under the programmes for the support of gifted children
and talented youth

Share of students provided with modern conditions for creative activities

Share of graduates (11-12th forms), who received the General Certificate of Education for gold and silver medalists
(calculations by indicator has been made for 2011-2012)

2. Development of
education human
resource

(5 indicators)

Share of teachers, attested with qualification grade

Share of teachers, who underwent in-service teacher training in the total number of teachers in educational institu-
tions

Teachers’ average salary as compared to the average salary in the region’s economy

Staffing of educational institutions with teachers, having higher professional education

Share of teachers under 30 years of age in the total number of teachers in educational institutions

3. Development of
education mate-
rial and technical
base;

(5 indicators)

Share of students, provided with the opportunity to use study equipment for practical works in accordance with the
new FSES PGE (Federal State Educational Standard of Primary General Education)

Share of students, provided with the opportunity to use modern libraries and media resources.

Share of students, provided with modern conditions for exercises

Share of schools with broadband Internet (at least 2 Mb/sec)

Share of educational institutions equipped with modern canteens

4. Protection and
promotion of child
and youth health
(4 indicators)

Share of students, studying at institutions with a licensed medical office

Share of students, studying at institutions where at least 1 qualified health worker is present

Share of students at educational institutions, who are provided with high quality hot meals

Share of schoolchildren, whose educational plan provides for more than 3 hours of physical education per week

3 RF Government Decree of September 9, 2010 No. 1507-p (edited December 5, 2011) “On the implementation of national
education initiative ‘Our new school’”.
4 Average Russian value of the indicator is considered as a standard.
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Such index construction gives the oppor-
tunity to reflect the significance of each of the
indicators constituting the system.

Heads of the education governing bodies
were polled, in order to determine the weighing
coefficients by individual indicators in the
second quarter of 2013. Heads of two regional
education authorities (Yaroslavl and Kirov
oblasts) and 9 municipal education authori-
ties of the Vologda Oblast (Belozersky,
Kichmengsko-Gorodetsky, Gryazovetsky,
Kharovsky, Babayevsky, Ustyuzhensky,
Mezhdurechensky, Kirillovsky districts,
Cherepovets) participated in the survey.

The calculations made it possible to follow
the dynamics of the integral index of education
development in the territorial context for the
2010—2012 period. In order to simplify the
dynamics analysis, the regions of the Russian
Federation were ranked by growth (decline)
rates of the indices and formed in five groups:

1. Regions with extremely high development
rates (more than 134%) — 12 subjects of the
Russian Federation. These are the territories,
which demonstrate the highest growth of the
indicators of the education development level,
indicating large interest of regional authorities
in the results of educational reforms and the
reasoning of educational policy.

2. Regions with high development rates (from
104 to 134%) — 33 subjects of the Russian
Federation. These are the territories, which
demonstrate steady growth of the indicators of
the education development level (at least 3%).
The control and administration authorities
in these territories should affect the adoption
of measures on maintaining the existing high
development rates of the regional educational
system.

3. Regions with moderate development rates
(from 98 to 102%) — 9 subjects of the Russian
Federation. These are the territories, charac-
terized by lack of significant changes in the
level of education development for the studied

time period, that preserved but not improved
their positions by the calculated index. The
specific management actions, improving the
effectiveness of the education system and
monitoring its results, are to be adopted for the
development of these territories.

4. Regions with low development rates
(from 84 to 97%) — 15 subjects of the Russian
Federation. These are the territories demon-
strating the drop in the index values (at least
3%). The inclusion of the region in this group
shows the loss of previously accumulated
potential for education development, the
government’s disregard of the resolution of
education issues.

5. Regions with extremely low development
rates (less than 84%) — 12 subjects of the Russian
Federation. These are the territories that
demonstrate the greatest decline in indicators of
the education development level, indicating the
necessity to take urgent measures on creating
conditions for the effective development of both
infrastructure and personnel of educational
institutions.

The assessment of indicators of the
education development level showed that the
regions of the Russian Federation are sharply
differentiated by its rate of development in the
2010—2012 period (fab. 2). Thus, 45 (out of 81)
of the subjects of the Russian Federation
were able to improve their positions in this
time period, while the positions of 27 subjects
deteriorated.

The highest growth rates by the dynamics
of support provided to talented youth are
inherent in the Vologda Oblast (growth of
indices for 2010—2012 amounted to 937%),
the lowest rates are observed in the Republic
of Buryatia (33%).

The dynamics of the indicators of the
development level of personnel potential in the
education sphere is more positive in the Samara
Oblast (118%), and the least positive in the
Republic of Bashkortostan (86%).
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The survey results suggest that the
development of education material and
technical base is at the fastest pace in the
Vologda Oblast (10.2 times), at the slowest pace
in the Omsk Oblast (23%).

The most advantageous position by the
dynamics of the protection and promotion level
of child and youth health is taken by the
Republic of Dagestan (193%), while Kamchatka
Krai takes the least advantageous position
(39%).

Cross-grouping of the regions showed that
in general, the trends of education development
coincide with the level achieved in the course
of this development. It should be noted that the
group of territories with high rates and level of
development, significantly broader than the
group with low rates and level of development
(12 subjects against 6 subjects of the Russian
Federation).

The peculiarity of the grouping is that large
academic centres (Moscow and Saint
Petersburg) were included in the group of “the
falling behind” in terms of development rates,
which is explained by high development level
that had been already reached by their regional
education systems.

The level of education development is
significant for the strengthening of the territory’s
economic potential and competitiveness, which
is evidenced by the assessment of the dual
interrelation between the index of education
development in the regions of the Russian
Federation and the size of the gross regional
product in constant prices, calculated by the
Pearson correlation. In 2012, the correlation
coefficient is 0.31 (r = 0.314 (p(0.01)),
that confirms the existence of a significant
interrelation between indicators. It should be
noted that the closeness of the interrelation has
been increasing over time.

The Vologda Oblast is included in the group
of regions with extremely high rates and level
of development. Constant improvement of the
level of each sub-index in the region provided

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

for a favorable situation in terms of education
development: thus, in 2010 the integral
index was 0.19 units, in 2012 — 0.63 units
(3 times higher). The level achieved by the
Vologda Oblast exceeds the indicators of the
neighbouring Northwestern regions: the Pskov
Oblast (33%), the Arkhangelsk Oblast (34%),
the Murmansk Oblast (32%), the Novgorod
Oblast (20%), the Kaliningrad Oblast (9%),
Saint Petersburg (16%), the Republic of
Karelia and the Komi Republic (27% and 24%
respectively), which became possible due to
the notable achievements of the region in the
sphere of support for talented youth (100%
from the leading position) and the development
of education personnel potential (77% from
the leading position).

High growth rate indicators of the education
development in the Vologda Oblast determine
the availability of broad options for resolving
strategic development issues of the territory by
improving the education system. The critical
level was determined for the comparative
analysis of the obtained results. It represents
lower threshold, the achievement of which
impedes the normal functioning of the
education sphere. In this study it is calculated as
the arithmetic average of indices by all regions
of the Russian Federation (x).

According to the survey results, a number
of important indicators of the education system
exceeded the limit of the critical level in the
Vologda Oblast for 2010—2012, which is
a positive trend for the region’s education
development (tab. 3). This applies to such
indicators as:

— the share of schoolchildren — partici-
pants of all the stages of All-Russian Olympiads
(deviation is 10.9%);

— share of students in educational
institutions, provided with support within the
programmes for the support of gifted children
and talented youth (deviation amounts to
43.7%), which is the maximum value of the
indicator for 2012;
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— share of teachers, attested with
qualification grade (deviation is 4.3%);

— staffing of educational institutions with
teachers, having higher professional education
(deviation is 1.5%);

— share of students, provided with the
opportunity to use study equipment for
practical works in accordance with the new
FSES PGE (deviation amounts to 23.9%);

— share of students at educational
institutions, who are provided with high quality
hot meals (deviation is 2.9%);

— share of students, studying at institutions
with a licensed medical office (deviation is
8.8%);

— share of students, studying at institutions
where at least 1 qualified health worker is
present (deviation is 2.5%).

Itis necessary to highlight a rather high level
of support provided to talented youth in the
Vologda Oblast (the region takes leading
positions by the share of talented children
provided with support under state programmes).
It points to a rather active position of the
regional education system in the sphere of using
available opportunities for creating conditions
for the development of the gifted and talented,
support of gifted schoolchildren and students
in their undertakings, as well as the protection
of their individual rights, creation of a secure
development environment, formation of
favorable emotional background and positive
public opinion.

At the same time, the analysis of the
calculations results showed that high growth
rates of a number of the indicators of the
regional education system development are
conditioned by low starting positions of the
Vologda Oblast. For example, in 2010 the
share of students, provided with the modern
conditions for exercises made up 10%, and
the percentage of schools with broadband
Internet amounted to 7%. This fact prevented
the oblast from reaching the limiting values
by most indicators, leaving them beyond the

Economic and social changes: facts, trends, forecast

boundaries of the critical level that applies to
such indicators as:

— share of graduates 11th (12th) forms,
who received the General Certificate of Edu-
cation for gold and silver medalists (the
indicator is below threshold level by 2.12%);

— share of students provided with modern
conditions for creative activities (the indicator
is below threshold level by 8.40%);

— teachers’ average salary as compared to
the average salary in the region’s economy (the
indicator is below threshold level by 12.01%);

— share of teachers under 30 years of age
in the total number of teachers in educational
institutions (the indicator is below threshold
level by 1.28%);

— share of teachers, who underwent
in-service teacher training in the past school
year (the indicator is below threshold level by
1.80%);

— share of students, provided with the
opportunity to use modern libraries and media
resources (the indicator is below threshold level
by 14.71%);

— share of schools with broadband Internet
(the indicator is below threshold level by
21.73%);

— share of educational institutions equip-
ped with modern canteens (the indicator is
below threshold level by 9.89%);

— share of students, provided with modern
conditions for exercises (the indicator is below
threshold level by 3.88%);

— share of schoolchildren, whose edu-
cational plan provides for more than 3 hours
of physical education per week (the indicator
is below threshold level by 10.10%).

Of special attention is the fact that the level
of teachers’ salary in the Vologda Oblast was
under the threshold value by 13% in 2012,
despite a notable rise (1.9 times for the
2010—2012 period). Still greater disparity (1.4
times) is observed in comparison with the
region leading by this indicator (Moscow).
According to the Complex of measures on
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modernization of general education [5], the
ratio of the teachers salary to the average salary
in the region’s economy should reach 100%
at the end of 2013; yet it is not enough for the
oblast to overcome the critical threshold and
to attract young, innovatively active teachers
to the education sphere.

Similar situation indicates the problems,
the urgent solution of which is required for
the harmonious development of the region’s
education system, but is impeded due to the
stand of the official authorities. Thus, a lot of
indicators, which are to be considered, either

are not reflected in strategic documents
(share of schoolchildren, whose educational
plan provides for more than 3 hours of
physical education per week; share of students
provided with modern conditions for creative
activities), or their planned values are too
small for the qualitative transition beyond the
critical values. In this regard, it is appropriate
to consider the assessment and the calculated
threshold values, when elaborating the
Complex of measures on the development
of education system of the Vologda Oblast
for 2014.
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Overcoming social disintegration as a factor
in promoting social health*

The article dwells on the key indicators, reflecting the state of social health. The data is presented
geographically among different demographic groups. The results of the public opinion monitoring, held
by ISEDT RAS, with regard to public mental health in the Vologda Oblast are revealed. The article
considers the process of social disintegration as a factor, negatively affecting the state of social health.
The effect of a victim behaviour on the prevalence rate of social pathologies is analysed.
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At the end of the 20th century Russia entered
into a phase of system transformations,
continuing up to the present time. Social,
economic, cultural and political processes of the
last two decades have changed the fundamental
living standards of the Russians, their mutual
economic relations, political priorities, the social
structure of a society [23, p. 6].
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In this context, the interest arose in the
key problems of classical Russian socio-
logical theory, such as social integration
and disintegration, the doctrine of which
was developed by A. Comte, H. Spencer,
E. Durkheim, P. Sorokin, T. Parsons and
others, who saw different meaning in and
placed different accents at these issues (7ab. 1).

* The paper has been prepared with support of RFBR grant Ne12-06-33046 ‘Economic assessment of wrongful death

influence on the development of territories’.
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Table 1. Theoretical approaches to the understanding of social disintegration

Author

Thesis

Herbert Spencer
(1820-1903)

Herbert Spencer reduced the concept of evolution to a continuous redistribution of corporeal particles and their
motion, fusion (integration), and dispersion (disintegration). He attempted to subsume all phenomena — from
the inorganic to the moral and social ones — under this mechanistic conception of evolution.

Disintegration — reverse movement, from the highest to the lowest type of development, from complex to simple.
Integration — process or the action, resulting in integrity; unification, junction, reestablishment of the unity.

Auguste Comte
(1798-1857)

General mechanism of social integration (order) and society structure result from anthropological concept of
man as predominantly a selfish creature, inclined to aggression, guided by feelings rather than reason. This fact
necessitates the existence of specialized institutions, regulating the behaviour of individuals from ‘